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Department of Public Instruction, > 
Tallahassee, Fla., July 15, 1896. ) 

To His Excellency, Henry X. Mitchell^ Governor of Florida: 

Sir — In compliance with Section 27, Article IV, of the 
Constitution, I have the honor to submit herewith the Bi-en- 
nial Report of the Department of Public Instruction, for the 
two years beginning July 1, 1894, and ending June 30, 1896. 

Yours obediently, 

WM. N. SHEATS, 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction. 



OF THE 



Twenty-^eYeflfli and Twenty-Eiglitli Years 

OF THE 

FTTBLIO SOBCOOLS 

OF THE 

STATE OF FLORIDA. 



INTRODUCTION. 

The showing made for public education during the past 
iiwo years, considering the great disaster which befell the 
State about the middle of the school term during the first one 
-of this biefiniumj is very gratifying indeed, and demonstrates 
more clearly, perhaps, the deep interest felt in the public 
schools than could be shown under more favorable circum- 
stances. 

Up to the time of these "memorable freezes," in Decem- 
ber, 1894, and on February 8, 1895, the report was general 
from every part of the State that the schools had never been 
so well attended, nor the cause of public education apparently 
so deeply rooted in the affections of the people. Those 
living outside of the State, and not engaged in the cultiva- 
tion of tropical fruits and vegetables, have but .slight ap- 
preciation of what is meant by a freeze, which impoverishes 
the rich and takes away the visible means of subsistence 
from tens of thousands of industrious citizens in one night. 
Groves, which had given employment to thousands of labor- 
ers, yielded large incomes, had required many years and 
much capital to grow, were worth the bare land the next 
morning. The effect upon the State was the same as if every 
manufactory in New England without insurance had been 
burned to the ground in one night. Florida is, the 
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only State in ihe Union with such recuperative powers 
as to stand so great a strain without a gen- 
eral appeal for charity. You well know how tht 
taxable values of the State were reduced and the ability for 
paying the taxes already assessed diminished, and that you 
acting with the advice and consent of your cabinet requested 
County Comniissioners to withhold the enforcement of the 
collection of taxes, which action the Legislature of 1895 after- 
wards endorsed by extending the limK for the payment of 
taxes past due until in the fall. Thele facts are called to 
your mind to prepare you to look for some diminution in the 
aggregate school exhibit for that as well as for the subsequent 
year. 

It is remarkable and beyond expectation that the decreased 
showing is so slight and inappreciable. 

It once was the rule, rather than the exception, that when 
retrenchment became necessary in the family, the county, or 
the State, the education of the children was the first to feel , 
the effects of it. 

After this great destruction of property and enforced seek- 
ing of other means of livelihood on the part of many of our 
citizens, many friends of education gravely feared, and it really 
appeared, that it would be impossible to continue the schools 
for the want of funds. And it is doubtless true, if public fa- 
vor had not been so completely won on the side of the public 
schools and the assessment for education had not been made 
mandatory in the State Constitution, that a movement would 
have been attempted to curtail public expenses by reducing 
the gchool tax. But nothing of the kind was done, and 
beyond a decrease in salaries of teachers and shortening of the 
school term in some counties, both slight, and a lessening of 
the efforts of school officers to open up schools which had not 
been started, the educational interests hardly disclose that 
the State had suffered a great disaster, as will be seen from 
comparative statistics on the following pages. 

Your attention is called to the statistical exhibit for 
the two years beginning respectively on pages 317 
and 837 of this report. They are presented with 
the statement, without fear of its being gain-said, that 
never before in the history of public education in this 
State have statistics been so fully and accurately gathered 
and presented. There has been great improvement in county 
school officers in this respect, while some reports still exhibit 
a degree of carelessness as to detail, the showing as a whole 
may be relied upon as very approximately correct. With the 
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improved system of blanks in use and the revival spirit now 
prevalent amongj C)unty Siiperintendonts for completeness 
and accuracy ot statement in reports, it is confidently pre- 
dicted that by the issuance of another Bi-ennial Report the 
facts presented will be as full and reliable as any such public 
documents. 

The Report is divided into eight Parts : 

Part. I, the first 04 pages, contains summary and compara- 
tive statistics and the observations and recommendations of the 
State Superintendent on various features of the system. 

Part II, embracing pages 65 to 144, contains the reports 
from the various State Institutions for higher education, and 
for the education of the unfortunate youth. 

Part III, from page 145 to 192 inclusive, presents sketches 
of the several' Denominational and Private Institutions for 
higher education which rightfully deserve a place in this report, 
both for the work they are doing and as helping to advertise 
the educational facilities of the State. 

Part ly, from page 193 to 242, presents sketches of such 
High Schools and Academies, Public and Private, as would 
furnish a cut of their building and a sketch of their school; 
these also merit notice in this report and are presented with 
the hope and belief that such recognition will tend to the 
establishment of many more such schools for the work of 
Secondary Education. 

Part V, embracing pages 242 — 813, contains the reports of 
such County Superintendents as could be induced to write a 
general statement of the status of educational sentiment, of 
what had been accomplished, of the outlook in their respective 
counties, with such recommendations as to needed changes in 
school laws and administration as their experience suggested. 
These reports abound in valuable information and suggestions, 
are worth your perusal, and it is determined to make them a 
characteristic feature of all future reports. 

It is believed that they will stimulate some to try and do 
something worthy of report, who otherwise would be dead or 
indifferent. 

Part VI, from page 315 to page 334, presents the Statisti- 
cal Tables for the school year ending June 30, 1895. 

Part VII, pages 335 — 372 inclusive, contains the Statistical 
Tables for the school year ending June 30, 1896, 

Part VIII, the Appendix, contams an account of the recent 
County Superintendents' Convention held at Live Oak, and 
a summary statement of their deliberations and recommen- 
dations on various phases of the school system. 

After calling your attention to the adverse circumstances 
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that have cocfronted public education for the past two years, 
the following report is presented to you in confidence and with 
pride at the exhibit made. Investigation will prove to you 
that the State is not only ranking well up in all material 
points, educationally, with any State in her class; but, consid- 
ering the matter of public education alone, Florida is leading 
all her Southern sisters, and is ranking well with many of the 
older and richer States. 

In my effort to satisfy the desire of many to know exactly 
what is being done in the way of educating the Negro, the 
Statistical Tables have been made rather lengthy and at times 
rather confusing by presenting facts both as to race and sex. 

Table XVII, on page 366, has been devoted exclusively to 
the negroes and presents the total expenditure 'for Negro Ed- 
ucation for the vears 1895-6, with other valuable facts. If 
the showing does not prove satisfactory as to the progress of 
the education of this race, it will at least demonstrate how 
nobly the work of elevating them has been begun. 



PART I. 



SUMMARY AND COMPARATIVE STATITISTICS, 
OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

OF THE 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION- 

The itemized tables, from which the following? summary 
statistics for the school years 1894-95 and 1895-96 are taken, 
begin on page 317 of this report. For the sake of brevity, 
while the school year embraces parts of two calendar years, 
the school year in the summary and comparative statistics 
given below will be designated by the calendar year in which 
the school year closed. 

SUMMARY AND COMPARATIVE STATISTICS. 

1892. 1893. 1894. 1895. 1896. 

Total number of schools ... . 2368 2366 2404 2272 2350 

Number for Whites 1774 1752 1775 1732 1781 

Number for Negroes 594 614 629 540 569 

NUMBER OF TEACHERS EMPLOYED. 

1892. 1893. 1894. 1895 1896. 
Total 2,782 2,678 2,923 2,669 2,508 

Whites 2,006 1,984 2,151 2,024 1,929 

Negroes 776 694 772 645 579 

TEACHERS DIVIDED AS TO SEX AND RACE. 

1892. 1893. 1894. 1895. 1896- 
White Males * . . . . 830 904 801 753 

White Females 1,1 54 1,247 1,223 1,176 

Negro Males 331 390 335 293 

Negro Females 363 382 310 286 

♦Wherever blanks are found the data is not obtainable, 

ENROLLMENT OF PUPILS. 

1892. 1893. 1894. 1895. 1896. 

Both Races P3,780 95,728 96,775 94,919 100,373 

White 57,181 58,957 59,503 60,566 63,586 

Negro 36,599 36,771 37,272 34,353 36,787 
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PUPILS ENROLLED DIVIDED AS TO SEX AND RACE. 

1892. 1893. 1894. 1895. 1896. 

White Males 29,325 29,598 30,660 31,204 33,188 

Negro Males 17,593 17,501 17,591 16,252 17,472 

White Females... 27,856 29,359 28,843 29,362 30,398 

Negro Females... 19,006 19,270 19,681 18,101 19,315 

PERCENTAGE OF SCHOOL POPULATION ENROLLRD. 

(Compared with census of 1892). 

1892. 1893. 1894. 1895. *1896. 
Both Races 65 66 67 66 66 

Whites 71 73 74 76 74 

Negroes 57 57 58 53 55 

^Compared with census of 1896. 

AVERAGE DAILY ATTENDANCE OP PUPILS. 

1892. 1893. 1894. 1895. 1896. 

Both Races 62,226 62,238 64,138 62,934 66,135 

Whites 38,858 38,752 39,911 41,992 

Negroes 23,380 25,386 23,023 24,143 

AVERAGE DAILY ATTENDANCE BY SEX AND RACE. 

1892. 1893. 1894. 1895. 1896. 

White Males 20,177 22,287 

Negro Males 11,001 11,896 

White Females 19,734 19,7o5 

Negro Females 12,022 12,247 

PERCENTAGE OF SCHOOL ENROLLMENT IN DAILY ATTENDANCE. 

1892. 1893. 1894. 1895. 1896. 

Both Races 66 65 66 66 66 

Whites 66 65 66 66 

Negroes 64 68 67 66 

AVERAGE NUMBER OF DAYS SCHOOLING GIVEN FOR EACH CHILD 

OF SCHOOL AGE (6 TO 21). 

1892. 1893. 1894. 1895. 1896. 

Both Races 44 

White 52 

Negro 33 

SCHOOL POPULATION. 

Census of 1892. Census of 1896. 

Both Races 144,106 152,598 

Whites 79,719 86,196 

Negroes 64,387 66,402 
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SCHOOL POPULATION DIVIDED AS TO RACE AND SEX. 

Census of 1892. Census of 1806^' 

Total Males 74,686 78,G66 

White Males 45,297 

Negro Males 33,369 

Total Females 69,420 73,932 

White Females 40,899 

Negro Females . 33,033 

OTHER DIVISIONS OF SCHOOL POPULATION AS TO AGES AND 

RACES. 

Census of 1892. census of 1696. 

Between 18 and 21 years of age 15,255 

Between 6 and 18 137,343 

Whites 77,362 

Negroes 59,981 

EDUCATIONAL STATUS OF SCHOOL POPULATION. 

Census of 1892. Census of 189t>.. 

Total in Chart.' 21,605 

White 9,785 

Negro 11,820 

Total in First Reader 22,705 

White 11,856 

Negro 10,84^ 

Total in Second Reader 22,294 

White 1 1,856 

Negro 10,438 

Total in Third Reader 22,060 

White 12,903 

Negro : 9,157 

Total in Fourth Reader 21,873 

White 14,473 

Negro 7,400 

Total in Fifth Reader 12,783 

White 9,545 

Negro 3,238 

Total in Higher Branches 13,879 

White 11,935 

Negro 1,944 
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ILLITERATES. 



Census of 1892. Census of 1896. 



Total can not read *32,593 

White 

Negro 

Total can not write *40,811 

White 

Negro 

^All counted between 6 and 21 years of age, 
-fThose counted between 10 and 21 years of age. 



t6,752 
2,033 
4,719 

10,152 
3,164 
6,988 



DEFECTIVE YOUTH. 



Deaf Mutes 

White . . . 

Negro . . . 
Blind 

White . . . 

Negro . . . 



Census of 1892. Cecsus of 1896. 
130 



• • • t 



42 



• • • • 



AVERAGE LENGTH OF SCHOOL TERM IN DAYS. 



Both Races 
VThite . . . 
Negro . . . 



1892. 



1893 



105 




61 




44 




41 




• 17 




24 




I IN DAYS. 




1894. 1895. 


1896 


97 96 


102 


99 97 


107 


95 95 


92 



STATE CERTIFICATES HELD BY TEACHERS EMPLOYED. 



1892. 

Both Races 544 

Whites 507 

Negroes 37 



1893. 1894. 1895. 1896. 

472 2 7 10 

439 2 7 10 

oo . . . . . . 



COUNTY FIRST GRADE CERTIFICATES HELD BY TEACHERS. 



1892 



Both Races 

By Whites 

By Negroes 

By While Males . . 
By White Females. 
By Negro Males. . . 
By Negro Females. 



1893 



1894 



1895. 
326 

308 

18 

188 

120 

11 



1896. 

387 

345 

42 

150 

195 

33 

9 



COUNTY SECOND GRADE CERTIFICATES HELD BY TEACHERS. 



Both Races . . 
Bv Whites 



1892. 1893.. 1894. 



• • • • 



• • • • 



• • • 



1895. 
1179 

1021 



1896. 
1370 
1121 
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By Negroes 

By White Males. . . 
By White Females. 
By Negro Males . . 
By Negro Females. 



• •• •••• •■ 

• •• •••• •• 

• •• •••• •• 

• •• >*aa «• 

• •• •••• •• 



158 
333 

688 
91 
67 



249 
37a 
743 
130 
119^ 



COUNTY THDtD GRADE CERTIFICATES HELD BY TEACHERS. 



Both Races 

By Whites 

By Negroes 

By White Males 

By White Females 

By Negro Males 

By Negro Females 



1892. 1893 



1894 



1895. 
901 
524 
377 
197 
827 
171 
206 



1896. 

73a 

445 

288 
181 
264 
130 
158 



COUNTY LEVY FOR SCHOOLS— MINIMUM 3 MILLS, MAXIMUM 5- 



1892. 



Counties levying maximum .... 17 

Counties levying over 4 mills . . 7 

Counties levying 4 mills 8 

Counties levying over 3 mills . . 6 

Counties levying minimum .... 7 



1893. 1894. 1895. 
21 24 27 
8 
10 



9 
8 
3 
4 



5 
9 
1 
3 



1896. 
25- 

8 

9 

3 



Total Counties 45 45 45 



45 



45^ 



HIGHEST MONTHLY SALARY PAID TEACHERS. 



1892. 1893. 1894. 1895. 


1896. 


White Males 6187 50 $187 50 


$187 50 


White Females lOO 00 100 00 


100 00 


Negro Males 11111 11100 


SO OO 


Negro Females 50 00 50 00 


50 OO 


AVERAGE MONTHLY SALARIES PAID TEACHERS 


• 


1892. 1893. 1894. 1895. 


1896. 


Including all Teachers $84 50 836 08 


$85 44 


White Males 36 50 43 41 


40 52 


White Females 34 00 34 84 


33 53 


Negro Males 30 50 3197 


31 15^ 


Negro Females 28 50 27 80 


27 64 



SALARIES PAID TEACHERS OF NEGRO SCHOOLS. 

1892. 1893. 1894. 1895. 1896. 

Total . $81,251.45 $91,600.92 $112,004.82 $94,815.59 $90,704.81 
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SCHOOL FUND 



1892. 

From County Tax t459,873 00 

From One- Mill Apportionment 85,235 25 

From Interest Apportionment 84,542 23 

From Poll Taxes .* 53,496 00 

From Fines and Forfeitures 6,063 53 

From Back Taxes 

From Examination Fees 

From Non- Resident Pupils 

From Sub-District Taxes 

From Cash Balance on Hand 

From All Other Sources 

Totals $638,710 07 

* Receipts of 1893 omitted, the year was reduced to 9 
funds not in when reports were made. 

EXPEXDITURES 

1892. 

Salaries of Teachers 1423,133 99 

Salaries of County Superintendents. 26,965 58 

Traveling Expense of County Superintendents 

Per Diem and Mileage of School Boards 8,925 15 

Incidental Expenses of Supts. and Boards 

Commissions of Treasurers 

On Debts 

Interest on Indebtedness 

School Lots 

New Buildings 20,980 62 

Repairs on Buildings 

Furniture and Apparatus 8,919 75 

Insurance 

Rent 

Janitors 

Fuel and Incidentals 

Teachers Institutes and Summer Schools 

Teachers Examinations 

Free Text-Books 

Oounty Line Pupils 

Unclassified Expenses 48,310 29 

Totals $537,235 38 
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RECEIPTS. 



1894. 1895. 1896. 

*402,344 32 1324,590 95 $443,981 37 

100,874 20 89,793 20 90,510 45 

35,305 97 35,275 90 37,452 60 

43,623 00 46,062 00 39,218 00 

9,906 60 4,529 75 384 46 

15,099 35 18,071 50 12,923 42 

2,343 67 2,903 00 2,313 71 

857 65 455 35 

2,596 22 3,740 95 

80,252 39 60,244 65 

130,980 55 65,258 34 41,701 04 



$740,477 66 $670,190 90 r^ 32,926 00 
months by change in the beginning of the school year. All 

FOR SCHOOLS. 

1893. 1894. 1895. 1896. 

$444,133 76 $503,367 49 $482,472 58 $474,514 22 

*21,561 13 29,295 81 30,008 08 30,289 06 

1,711 67 861 51 1,102 77 995 45 

*6,364 13 7,998 35 7,985 98 6,881 11 

5,261 52 4,355 00 5,011 03 4,036 98 

7,959 91 8,717 11 7,963 22 9,051 45 

44,148 60 32,786 76 61,322 42 

. 6,610 12 7,446 29 7,765 19 

1,238 25 2,491 50 1,665 85 

18,140 93 7,126 35 29,495 11 16,756 84 

5,057 IT 5,578 29 9,283 91 5,940 64 

12,027 97 6,390 65 11,691 43 7,553 97 

1,027 60 1,100 75 1,489 95 

839 00 1,063 50 1,401 25 

2,717 55 2,983 75 3,129 50 

3,432 26 3,733 35 

1,044 70 1,524 26 3,494 50 3,757 28 

1,770 33 2,984 93 2,593 68 

' 308 39 475 85 

• • • • 1,224 86 444 70 

18,835 23 13,608 59 29,016 25 16,450 88 



$542,098 06 $647,174 86 $673,347 85 $660,249 62 



I. 
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NUMBER AND KINDS OF SCHOOL BUILDINGS OWNED BY COUNTY 

BOARDS. 

*1892. 



Brick . 
Frame 
Log.. 



1894. 


1896. 


7 


13 


1,590 


1,858 


454 


372 



Totals 2,051 2,238 

♦These items we report only biennially. 

NUMBER OF SCHOOL BUILDINGS FURNISHED WITH PATENT 

DESKS. 

1892. 1894. 1896. 
423 572 

VALUE OF SCHOOL PROPERTY OWNED BY COUNTY BOARDS. 

1892. 1894. 1896. 

Lots 885,215 56 196,42100 

BuUdings *$533,386 10 383,807 00 424,433 00 

Furniture, &c.... 108,671 44 89,062 91 107,474 00 



8637,057 54 $558,085 47 1628,328 00 

*Lot8 included. Note. — Apparent decline in values due to my re- 
stricting reports of property to that owned only by the County Boards 
and subject to their control. 

VALUE OP NEGRO SCHOOL PROPERTY OWNED BY COUNTY 

BOARDS. 

1892. 1894. 1896. 

Lots $21,564 00 

Buildings 71,560 00 

Furniture and apparatus 16,978 00 

Total $110,102 00 

Note.— Tables XVII and XIX on pages 366 and 370 will give all 
information desired respecting negro schools, except what proportion 
of the school tax the race pays. 
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THE NUMBER OF SCHOOLS. 



It appears from the Comparative Statistics that there has 
been a small decrease in the number of schools during the 
past five years, a falling off of fifty-four from the number in 
1894, which was the climacteric year on many counts. 
While that is true, it will be perceived that school privileges 
have not been abridged, as there has been a constant increase 
in the number of pupils enrolled and in dail}^ attendance, the 
calamitous year of 1895 alone excepted. 

The decrease in the number of hcbools is due to the 
three following causes: 1st. Some County Superintendents 
w^ere in the habit of reporting schools which had been estab- 
lished but not taught the year reported, by investigating the 
reports filed in the office, it was found that by oversight, pos- 
sibly, the number of schools as reported were often incor- 
porated in the State Superintendent's report, whether taught 
or not. The present administration has been careful to ex- 
clude such schools and include in the report only the schools 
actually taught. 2d. Not being ambitious to multiply the 
number of small schools to swell reports. County Superin- 
tendents were advised and instructed to check the disposition 
of patrons to sub-divide country schools with the view of 
getting one nearer their doors and to keep safely within the 
three-mile law, which prohibits schools from being established 
nearer than three miles, unless for some local necessity. 
Where schools had been already thus established they 
were advised on principles of economy and good policy to 
redistrict and rebuild with a view of getting rid of as many 
such schools as practicable, thereby preventing unreasonable 
dissipation of the fund^-all tending towards better salaries, 
better instruction and longer terms. One County Board re- 
ported a decrease of twelve schools on this account alone and 
congratulated itself that it had done well. So far from 
seeking to cast a glamour over the public vision through 
large counts, we are inclined to the other extreme and are 
disposed to combat the tendency to exaggeration in matters 
educational by always reporting the bare facts — be they 
favorable 'or unfavorable. This is the only safe rule ; any 
other course never fails to injure the individual or the pub- 
lic, as ignorance of the true condition often prevents the 
efforts necessary to attain to better things. 3d. After the 
disaster of 1895, as already stated in the introduction, the 
financial condition of many counties caused the officers to be 
less zealous in seeking teachers to start schools not already 

2 
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Ijegun than bad been formerly characleristic of tbeni. Negro 
teachers being scarcer, it will be seen that the decrease was 
tnostlj in the schools for that race. 

In all matters educational our motto is qualUij rather than 
quantity. It is better not to open a school than to run a 
jpoor one with an indifferent teacher, though it permits the 
♦counting of another school. It was stated in the State Superin- 
tiendent's report in 1889, that our schools had multiplied to 
such an extent that one was within reach of every child in 
the State; the same is believed to be true at this time. 

THE NUMBER OF TEACHERS. 

The Comparative Statistics disclose an apparent decrease in 
•the number of teachers employed. This is also largely due to 
;a change in the system of reports. Our effort has been to 
arrive at the actual number of individual teachers in the State, 
excluding duplicates, or those who teach two or more schools, 
while heretofore, even in my own report for 1894, at least one 
teacher was counted for every school, though in many cases 
'One had taught two or more of the four months' schools. Many 
County Superintendents acceded to my desire and reported 
only the number of individual teachers employed. 

If the diminution is a fact and is confined to a certain grade 
of teachers and thereby leaves places to be filled by better 
teachers, it is one of the greatest blessings for the children of 
the State that will be recorded in this report. It is our candid 
opinion, that so long as the majority of schools continue for 
four months, that it would be the best possible condition of 
things for patrons, pupils and teachers, if there were many 
less teachers than schools, thereby enabling one teacher to fill 
two schools or more. The children would receive better in- 
struction ftt the hands of more earnest teachers, devoting all 
of their time and thought to their profession. The teachers 
<K>uld be more professional, because always engaged in their 
profession and living by it. But the clamor of patrons to 
open schools at fixed dates drives School Boards to begin 
the schools whether a proper teacher can be secured or not, 
and the result is that many unfit persons play the. role of 
teacher for a season to the everlasting detriment of the pupils, 
and soon drop out into something else more congenial to their 
tastes, and in which it is hoped that they do mankind less in- 
jury. While this is true, many persons fitted by nature, in- 
clination and education for the high vocation, seek other means 
of livelihood, because the term of employment in their pre- 
ferred avocation is too uncertain and too short to rely upon 
for subsistence. The operations then of this uncontrollable 
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desire of }>ati'ons to have their schools when others do is con- 
stantly depleting the profession of its best talent and causing 
a reeular in-flow of crude, unfit and never desiring-to-be- 
professional teachers into the school room as instructors and 
<5haracter builders of our vouth. 

With these statements; it is hoped that it will not be thought 
that the school system is in a state of decline, because such an 
array of teachers is not marshalled as heretofore. 

It is conceded by all in position to know, that the children 
-of Florida were never so well taught as at present. By divid- 
ing the attendance of pupils by the number of individual 
teachers employed, it will be seen that there are only about 
26 pupils to a teacher in the whole State. Many more could 
have been employed, had there been money to pay them. 
Many counties report a much larger number of teachers certi- 
ficated than there were places to be filled. This report will 
disclose that many more hold certificates than received work, 
-which will always be the case so long as the Third Grade Cer- 
tificate is good for two years and is re-issuable indefinitely. 

I am m possession of facts to show that there are 500 more 
certificate holders in the State than could secure such schools, 
as they would accept. 

ENROLLMENT OF PUPILS. 

With the exception of a small falling off in 1895, it will be 
seen that there has been a gradual increase in the number of 
pupils enrolled in the schools. 

The number has now grown beyond 100,000. The percent- 
age of school population enrolled, according to the latest 
report of IT. S. Commissioner of Education Harris, counting 
Tjoth races, is a little over 3 per cent, less than the average 
for the United States, over 4 per cent, greater than the 
average for the South Atlantic States, in which Florida is 
classed, and more than 2 per cent, larger than the average 
for the South Central States. 

Of course it is known that the weight of the neejro reduces 
our rating in almost every important comparison, hence count- 
ing the whites alone, the percentage of school population 
enrolled in the public schools in this State is over 4 per cent, 
greater than the average for the United States, 3 per cent, 
larger than in the New England States, and but 1 per cent, 
below the North Central States, which leads all other sections. 
This fact demonstrates that the public schools are looked to 
do the work of education. And it is believed that they will 
not be relied upon in vain. 
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AVERAGE DAILY ATTENDANCE OF PUPILS. 

The matter of the youth of the State entering the schools 
is of little value, unless they show appreciation by regular at- 
tendance. The fact is developed that the percentage of daily 
attendance as compared with the pupils enrolled has varied 
scarcely any in the past few years, and that white and negro 
pupils once enrolled attend school alike. The percentage of 
daily attendance is the same as the average for the United 
States; from 3 to 4 per cent, greater than the average in the 
South Atlantic and South Central States, the same as in the 
North Central States, and 2 per cent, less than in the New 
England and extreme Western States. In this respect Florida 
leads by many points nearly every Southern State, some by as 
many as 10 in lOQ ^pupils enrolled. This demonstrates that if 
the State will establish the schools and put in them the right 
kind of teachers that the children will attend them. 

AVEKAGE NUMBER OF DAYS SCHOOLING GIVEN FOR EACH CHILD 

OF SCHOOL AGE. 

This is a fact that has never been developed heretofore in 
any educational statistics of this State and is one that tells the 
true secret of the situation. It means counting the present 
school population and attendance, and the present length of 
school term, how many days schooling is averaged annually 
for every child of school age growing into citizenship. The 
facts show that, counting both races, only 44 days schooling a 
year would be the average if every child received its propor- 
tion. Counting whites alone, the number rises to 52 days, and 
is lowered to 33 when only the negroes are considered. The 
showing for this State is nearly four days greater than the av^- 
erage for either the South Atlantic or South Central States, 
it doubles some of the Southern States, but is a little more 
than one half the average number of days schooling given for 
each child in the North Atlantic, North Central and Western 
States. It compares with Massachusetts as 44 to 103, or 
counting whites alone, as 52 to 103. This fact seems to say 
that the masses of the people in Florida are to be only one- 
half as intelligent as our fellow citizens in some other States. 
There is but one way to avoid the result, and that is to take 
steps to increase the length of the school term; provided in- 
telligence in the masses is considered desirable and thought to 
tend to multiply a State's wealth and influence. 

Facts*are stubborn things and he who expects that they 
will in some mysterious way not operate in his case is not 
wise. The argument is urged that Massachussetts and other 
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States are much richer than Florida and can afford longer 
school terras. It is true the average expenditure per capita 
of inhabitant for public education is $4.31 in Massachusetts, 
$3.33 for all New England, $3.19 for the North Central 
States, $3.61 for the Western States and its payment is possi- 
bly less felt than the $1.42 per capita paid for education in our 
own State, but there seems to be no excuse when the fact is 
recited that the raillage, based on the actual valuation of 
property, paid for education in these States is greater than is 
paid by the tax-payers of Florida. This weighted with the 
greater necessity for liberal school taxation to put our schools 
on a successful basis, seems to say that we are not as enthusi- 
astic in the matter of public education. 

These facts are given and the argument deduced for the 
benefit of those who are chars:ed with the duty of providing 
for the sustenance of the public schools. It is hoped that they 
will fall upon the eyes of patriotic Floridians, who would like 
to see the future Florida rank in all points of excellence with 
any State in the CJnion, and who know that intelligence is the 
foundation upon which her prosperity must rest. It is brains 
rather than dollars which puts in motion the influences that 
builds the greatness of a people. 

It is admitted that there have been times in the world's 
history when the dollar seemed to be almighty, but the time 
has always rolled around when intellect has demonstrated its 
superiority over wealth. 

THE SCEIOOL CENSUS. 

In accordance with the requirements of law the census of 
school population was taken the first of June in 1896. Every 
possible precaution was exercised in the preparation of blanks 
and through circulars of instruction to insure as correct a cen- 
sus as it is possible to obtain under the present law. The op- 
erations of the law demonstrates the truth in the old saying, 
"Too many cooks spoil the broth." It is impossible to secure 
a perfectly reliable enrollment of the educable youth of the 
State when the work is parcelled out among an army of Su- 
pervisors, some of them too illiterate to do the work or to 
realize the importance of it. 

It is sincerely hoped that the Legislature will change the 
law before another enrollment is to be made, and put the 
duty upon the County Superintendent, one responsible head. 
It admits of no argument that a few intelligent agents of 
that officer, or he himself, would do the work in* a way to 
elicit more confidence in the result, than where so many are 
charged with the responsibility. 
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Since the organization of the public-school system, not a 
single State Superintendent under whom a school census has 
been taken, has failed to recommend that this duty be placed 
upon the County Superintendent, and that he be paid a suffi- 
cient amount to do the work so that it be worth the doing. 

I make free to say that, in my opinion, the last is the most 
perfect enrollment yet made, but the report from some coun- 
ties is evidently erroneous. 

Pages 337 to 341, inclusive, contain the tabulation of this 
census. 

The advancement in education of the youth of the 
State was made one of its features, and it is grat- 
ifying to note that of the 152,598 listed, only 6,752, 
between the ages of 16 and 21, are unable to read. 
It would not be fair to count those under 10 as 
illiterates, as there are from eleven to fifteen whole years in 
which they may improve the opportunity of obtaining an 
education. It is doubtless true that a large per cent, of those 
reported as illiterates will enjoy some school privileges be- 
fore they reach their majority. This is a far better showing 
than was made by the census of 1892, when illiteracy was 
rated from 6 to 21 years of age, and 32,593 were returned as 
unable to read and, 40,811 as unable to write. Every effort 
was made to obtain the name and address of every unfor- 
tunate blind and deaf-mute in the State, and steps will be 
taken to place the indigent of this class in the Institute at St. 
Augustine as early as possible. 

For further facts in relation to the census vou are referred 
to the Census Tables. 

AVERAGE LENGTH OF SCHOOL TERM. 

There has been an appreciable increase in the average 
length of the school term, though it be only six days for the 
whole State, yet this is encouraging considering the reduction 
in taxable values, and in the aggregate amount of school 
funds collected for the past two years. 

By reference to the table on page 354, you will observe^ 
that there is a wide difference in the length of the aveiiage 
school term in the several counties — the longest for both races^ 
being 157 days, while the lowest is 72 days, eight short oi 
the legal requirement. One remarkable feature is developed, 
and that is, in several counties the average length of term 
given to *the negro schools is longer than that given to the- 
whites, while in other counties the disparity is entirely tO(> 
great in the other direction. 
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It is confidently hoped and believed that with returningr 
proKperity the school term will be lengthened in many coun- 
ties; it must be in all, it' the public schools perform the serv- 
ice for the State which is expected and for which they are- 
maintained. 

I think the time has arrived when the abolishment of the 
maximum limit to the County School levy is in order, and I 
believe the people would vote it cut of the Constitution, if 
given an opportunity by the Legislature. 

STATE CERTIFICATES. 

It will be seen from the Comparative Statistics that Stat^ 
certificates for some cause are not sought as eagerly as whei> 
they were granted upon recommendation. Of the 644 issued 
prior to January 1st, 1893, 561 were still in full force when 
the law took effect annulling them January 1st, 1894. The 
holders of 472 of these certificates were employed in the- 
public schools during the school year closing June 30, 1893^ 
There is no data on file showing how many were actually^ 
employed when their life terminated by statute. 
About 30 in all have undertaken the examination, 
for this grade of certificate since the new law went into effect 
January 1, 1894. There are several incompleted examination* 
on file, few persons desire to finish the examination at one 
time. There have been only 12 persons that have obtained 
these certificates, of which number 10 were employed iik 
public school work for the year 1896. 

The following is the list of holders of this certificate: 
Dr. W. F. Yocum, J. S. Tomhn, deceased; Tom. F. Mc- 
Beath, W. S. Cawthon, J. M. Guilliams, 'l\ M. Hi vers, I. I^ 
Himes, Luther C. Ray, Miss Julia Humphries, Miss Almena. 
Leitner, S. D. Cawthon, Rev. F. Pasco. 

SPECIAL LIFE CERTIFICATES. 

Section 9 cf Chapter 4192, Session Laws of 1893, authorized 
the State Superintendent to grant Special Life Certificates to 
eminently successful Kindergarten or Primary teachers, good 
only in the primaiy departments of graded schools. It wa& 
desired to relieve that class of teachers from the regular ex- 
amination, and to encourage teachers to commit themselves^ 
especially to that grade of work. But the amendments to 
this Chapter by the Legislature of 1895, struck out the pro- 
visions for this certificate, so none have since been issued. 

The amended law was construed as not cancelling the cer- 
tificates already issued, hence 21 of them have been recognized 
as still in force. 



24 

It would be well for the Legislature to restore this grade of 
certificate, as there are many teachers who would like to com- 
hiit themselves to this special line of work, which is a pro- 
fession within itself, but who can not well do so, if required 
to keep posted for the examination in higher grade work. If 
this certificate is restored, it is hoped that it will be made 
issuable only upon examination, like the State Certificate, on 
primary work and methods. My experience gives me perfect 
abhorrence for any certificate authorizing a person to teach 
issued upon recommendation, or because the allotted time has 
been spent at some school, even though it be called a Normal 
College. Ninety per cent, of the possessors of the perpetual 
right to teach are among the non-progressive drones in the 
profession. The following are the names of the holders of 
the Special Life Certificates granted under the law of 1893: 

TVIrs. Allie A. Washington, Miss Mary H. Hatter, Miss Mary 
F. Shepard, Miss Myrtle McCreery, Mrs. Ida F. Hamra, Mrs. 
Lucy A. Jeffries, Mrs. Eila Bog^trt, Miss Lou P. Briggs, Miss 
Beulah Budwig, Miss Ella Ford, Miss Henrietta Chaires, JMr^. 
E. J. Wilson, Miss Fannie Henderson, Miss Nannie Went- 
worth, Mrs. Helen T. Mitchell, Mrs. A. W. McKeynolds, Miss 
Fannie Clark, Miss Hattie O. Spiro, Miss A. C. Russell, Mrs. 
M. A. Trafton, Mrs. Ida Roberts. 

TEACHERS CERTIFICATES AXD THE EXAMIXATION LAW. 

Of the upwards of 2,500 teachers engaged in public school 
work for the year 1896, it will be seen that 387 held the 
County First Grade Certificate; 1,370 the Second Grade and 
733 the Third Grade. This is an increase of 252 for the two 
higher grades over the year previous, while there was a pro- 
portionate decrease in the lower grade. This result is directly 
creditable to the influence of the examination law and to the 
work being done in the Summer Schools for teachers. 

The success of the Summer Schools is also due in a great 
measure to the existence of that law. 

I still regard it as a great calamity to the progress of educa- 
tional advancement that the law should have been emasculated 
of its most progressive feature by the last Legislature. The 
clamor of a few selfish persons, not interested and live enough 
themselves to progress in their profession, but selfish enough 
to clog the school system to prevents its advancing beyond 
their reach, was construed as adverse public sentiment to the 
examination law, and the result was the growth of public edu- 
cation was greatly retarded by the one little act of making 
Third Grade Certificates re-issuable indefinitely and prolong- 
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ing the life of that certificate to t^o years instead of retaining 
it at one. The State simply took back a very advanced step 
it had made, in undoing what several States, it would be wise 
to pattern after, had just decided must be done. The chal- 
lenge is thrown out to anyone to cite a State in the Union, 
classed as among those leading in matters educational, where 
the lowest grade teacher's certificate is made good for two 
years and re-issuable indefinitely. Neither the people, the 
bona fide teachers, nor did the school officers of the State de- 
mand any such work of emasculation, and it does seem that 
the interest, experience and knowledge of the two latter, at 
least, should have prevailed rather than the wishes of a very 
few designing or personally interested individuals. It is hoped 
that the Legislature will yet limit to two or three the number 
of Third Grade Certificates issuable to the same person and 
make them good for only one year after examination. The 
Second Grade Certificate should be good for only two years 
and re-issuable for not exceeding three times. This accom- 
plished, and there will be seen again a thousand studious teach- 
ers in Summer Schools seeking toprepare themselves for more 
professional and for a better grade of work. 

It does appear that it would be a wise policy for legislators 
to give due consideration to the suggestions and conclusions 
reached in their deliberations by the many conventions of 
teachers, Superintendents and of others engaged in school 
work, and expending all their time and thought in determining 
what would be best for the cause of education, rather than to 
follow the lead of those who know little of the work by ex- 
perience and whose time is occupied in other fields of 
thought. 

The teachers of two largely attended State associations, one 
convention of teachers selected for the consideration of the 
subject, and 90 per cent, of the school officers of the State 
had endorsed the examination law of 1893 with the three 
slight amendments recommended to the last Legislature, yet 
the law was stripped of its best feature, and a large per cent. 
of the teachers were told that they shall continue to teach 
whether their interest in the profession is sufficient to make 
any advancement therein or not. 

Now, if the schools are to be run in the interest of the 
children, it is hoped that these features will yet be restored to 
the statutes on that subject. 

OPPOSITION TO THE UNIFORM EXAMINATION LAW GONE. 

It is admitted that opposition to the Uniform Examination 
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Law was at first very bitter and from the very sources from 
which it was expected that it would come. 

This was no surprise to those at all acquainted with school 
history, wherein it is recorded that every progressive idea for 
ages has had to be battled for against the hosts of fi^ed rou- 
tine^ men have been anathematized and their philosophy 
discarded, who were later worshiped as great reformers and 
their ddgmas accepted as of divine origin. 

To become an educational reformer, it has required a hero 
in every age, nothing less can withstand the conceited criti- 
cism of a class of narrow minded imitators found in the 
ranks of teachers. The tendency of the profession in the past 
was to develop that state of things, there was but little con- 
ference among teachers, scarcely any professional reading, 
each teacher was more or less an imitator of the one who 
taught him, and what he failed in knowing he must profess to 
know, right or wrong his tenets must be accepted in his little 
kingdom where no one dared to dispute his authority or ques- 
tion his wisdom, is it surprising then that under a system of 
education without supervision that the tendency of teachers 
was to beget narrowness and bigotry? 

In this latter statement, I speak, both from experience as a 
teacher and from observation, so this is partly confession. 

After witnessing the practical operations of the law, I be- 
lieve I am safe in saying, that the law is now almost univer- 
sally approved and few hesitate to pronounce it the best move- 
ment yet made for the advancement of the public schools. 
If any one questions this statement, let him read the reports 
of County Superintendents recorded in Part V of this report. 
It would be dangerous for any one to charge that these 
County Superintendents could be tutored what to say on this 
subject. ' 

THE UNIFORM EXAMIXATION C^UESTIOXS. 

The questions sent out by the State Superintendent for use 
in the Uniform Examinations have in the main given satis- 
faction to that class of educators whose opinions are worth 
anything on the subject. Of course, we never expect to 
cease hearing of "catch questions" until there ceases to be a 
pedagogue left for examination. 

The gift of knowing exactly what to ask in an examina- 
tion question is one that few persons possess. I do not claim 
to have pre-empted it, but I have done the best I could in 
this line, with the other multitudinous duties pressing upon 
me. 
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As sugfifested in my report of 1894, I would be glad that 
the Legislature provide for the appointment of a commission 
of two or more persons to assist me in that work; the cost 
need not be but a trifle, and, while being a great relief in the 
responsibility placed upon me, it would be more likely to 
blunt the point of malice that usually incites the criticisms on 
the questions submitted. 

One man will criticise the questions because he was not 
complimented by being asked to prepare a set of them 
on some subject, another because he was not able to answer 
them. It has always been my belief that there was more 
political design than real fault in or real objection 
to the questions submitted in September, 1895. While I do 
not seek to shift responsibility for any error made, for the 
duty is placed upon me, and I have the right to reject any 
question submitted, nevertheless it was f(>rtunate for me that 
the questions were not prepared by myself. 

My time being very much occupied with the Summer 
Training Schools for teachers then in operation, ten in- 
structors in those Summer Schools, each holding responsible 
educational positions in the State and then daily in contact 
with and teaching a fair representation of the different grades 
of teachers for whom the examination questions were designed,^ 
were asked to keep their own counsel and to prepare a set of 
questions on one subject, this each did faithfully, leaving me 
questions to prepare on but two or three subjects. 

The furor raised over these questions is well-known to you, 
as well as to every other reader of any newspaper in the State. 
I thought so at the time, and think so still, that the examina- 
tion questions were very fair and very good, with the possible 
exception that one example in arithmetic might have been 
omitted. 

I may be wrong in surmising that it was a concerted po- 
litical movement against the supposed author of those ques- 
tions, at least, the fury subsided very quickly when some one 
let out the secret that the President of the State Normal 
School prepared the questions on arithmetic, and that one each 
of the other papers had been prepared by distinguished teach- 
ers of the State. When the fact is remembered that candi- 
dates for the Third Grade Certificate had to answer correctly 
only four of those questions to obtain the right to teach; those 
seeking Second Grade Certificates only five; First Grade only 
six, I repeat, I could not see the foundation for adverse criti- 
cism heaped upon the State Superintendent on account of those 
questions. 
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As evidence of my faith in the fairness of those questions, 
in order that the jnst and intelligent portion of the public may 
know exactly what they were and award me justice 
in relation thereto, they are the very set of questions that I 
have selected and placed first in the samples of examination 
questions published on the following pages. 

Now follow one complete set each of the questions used in 
the county examinations of 1895 and 1896, and one set used 
in the examinations for State Certificates during the past two 
jears. 



QUESTIONS USED IX THE STATE UNIFORM EX- 
AMINATIONS, SEPTEMBER 3, 1895 * 



FOR SECOND AND THIRD GRADE CERTIFICATES. 

Examinees making an average of 60 per cent, on the nine 
subjects, with the grade on no subject below 40 per cent, were 
awarded Third Grade Certificates good for two years. 

Those making an average of 75 per cent, with no minimum 
grade below 50 per cent., were awarded certificates good for 
three years. 

♦These questions are selected for publication, because they created such a 
furor at the time on account of their rigidity, especially the arithmetic. 



The watchword of the true teacher is: "Always Tpward and Onward." 



REGULATIONS. 

1. Examinees are required to provide themseives with pens, ink and cap- 
paper, and to write all examinations in ink. 

2. No books, note-books, or anything likely to contain or give information 
on anj' subject, should be allowed in the room, or in the possession of any 
examinee 

3. All answers must be numbered and lettered to correspond with questions. 
The pages on the same subject should be fastened together. • 

4. No communication between examinees should be allowed, nor should any 
be allowed to work only in the presence of the examiner and other examinees 
— absence over ten minutes, for any cause, during the preparation of any 
paper, is sufficient to vitiate the examination on that subject. 

5. Examinees should be seated so as to render it impo.ssible for one to copy 
another's work. The grading committee will be authorized to throw out 
papers found to be exact copies of each other. 

6. The subjects must be taken un in the following order : 
First Day, — a. m.— Orthography, Reading, Arithmetic. 

First Day, p. ra.— English Grammar, Composition. 

Second Day, a. m -History, Geography. 

Seeond Daj, p. m.— Physiology, Theory and Practice. 

Third Day.— Algebra, Physical Geography, Civil Government. 

ORIHOGRAPHY. 

1. Define letter, syllable, word, root, affix, and give an example 
of each. 

2. Indicate by the use of the proper diacritical marks the pro- 
nunciation of the following words: cage, has, ink, cent, her. 

3. Syllabicate and accentuate the following words: preferable,, 
mischievous, deficit, irreparable, dolorous. 

4. Give the meaning of each of the following pre.fixes, and illus- 
trate by defining a word formed with each: un. pre, se, syn. meca. 

5. Define homonym. Write and define each of the foliowing, and 
oneo** more homonyms for each: ascent, council, rain, metal. 

6. Define synonym. Illustrate the correct use of each of the- 
following, and one synonym for each: danger, genius, poverty, pro- 
tect. 
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7. Separate the following words into root and afl^x, give the 
original meaning of the root, and show its relation to the given 
word: suhmit. coincid<?nce, intention, conspiracy. 

8. To certain roots join the proper prefixes or sufiixes in order to 
form derivatives signifying: (a) to go before; (b) to lead forth; (c) to 
make worthy; (d) to eend away; (e) written by hand. 

9. To the words busy, traffic, conceal, fury, trace, join the suffixes 
ly, ing, ed, ous, able, respectively, and give the rule for spelling the 
derivatives thus formed. 

10. Correct the spelling of the following: scizers, dizolve, fude, 
tung, ofis, diferance, simetry, cappilary, seperible, descission. 

READING. 

1. (a) What is reading? (b) Define articulation, (c) Give an err >r 
in articulation. (a) 5, (b) 8. (c) 2. 

2. (a) Whai is emphasis? (b) Mention three ways of using ir. 

(a) 4. (h) 2 each. 

3. (a) Is there a difference in quantity of tone and pitch of voice 
in reading? (b) Explain your answer. (a) 5, (h) 5. 

4. What drills do you give pupils as to: (a) Position of body? (b) 
Holding of book? (c) Breathing? (d) Gesture? (e) Facial expression? 

2 each. 

5. How would you conduct a reading lesson in a large class, 
looking to (a) Correcting errors? (b) Naturalness? (c) Mastery? 

(a) 4, (h) 4, (c) 2. 

6-10. Read an extract of ten linos each of prose and poetry fur 
your examiner. 

(Examiner will grade from to 25 each extract lead and deliver 
€ame to the Grading Committee to be added by them to the grading 
of the questions above.) 

ARITHMETIC. 

1. (a) Resolve 230299 into prime factors, (b) Write four multiples 
of 24. (c) Given the sum and difference of two numbers, how find 
the numbers? (d) Write 538000 by Roman notation. 

(a) 2, (b) 2, (c) 4, (d) 2. 

2. 876+94X16-(72Xl9-f-9+9X144-^8-175)-=? 5. 

3. (a) At $6.45 per C, how many shingles can be bought for 
$47.73? (b) At $7.50 per ton, how many bales of hay, weighing 50 
lbs. each, can be bought for $90? (a) 5, (b) 5. 

4. A roll of paper 8 yards loag, 18 in. wide, costs $0.85. What 
will it cost to paper the walls and ceiling of a room 20 ft. x 16 ft. x 
10 ft., no allowance being made for openings, and the cost of labor 
being $0.37i per square? 10. 

5. A farmer sells through his agent a consignment of cotton at 
2i per cent, commission, and increasing the proceeds by $1,508, 
instructs his agent to invest the amount less the commission, in 
flour and sell immediately. This the agent does, but before the 
sale could be effected, flour declines 10 per cent., in consequence of 
which the farmer sustains a loss of $677.90. If the agent's com- 
mission for buying be 4 per cent., and for selling 3 per cent., how 
manv bales of cotton, 400 lbs. each, did he sell, cotton being worth 
5 cents? 20. 

6. Jones sold a horse to Brown for 233i per cent, of his cost, or 
$600 above cost. Brown sold him to Davis at a loss of 33^ per 
cent, (a) What did Jones give for the horse? (b) What did Brown 
get for him? (a) 5, (b) 5. 
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7. Mr. B. of DeFuniak Springs makes a negotiable note for $250 
in favor of Mr. C. bearing interest from date at 8 per cent., payable 
in 90 days. Date of note September 10, 1895. C. has the note dis- 
counted October 17 at 10 per cent, (a) Write the note, (b) Find 
time it falls due. (c) Find time it has to run. (d) Find proceeds. 

(a)(b) (c) 2 each, (d)4. 

8. What is the difference between the true and thie Bank discount 
on $250 tor one year, 4 months and 21 days? 5. 

9. A cubical bloi k of granite contains 41063625 cubic inches; (a) 
Find radius of inscribed sphere; (b) Radius of circumscribed sphere. 

(a) 5, (b) 5. 

10. A cylinder 10 feet long and 5 feet in diameter has been cut 
into the largest possible cone. How much was cut, or what part of 
the cylinder was cut awi-y? 10. 

£NaUSH GRAMMAR. 

1. (a) What are the three ways of distinguishing the masculine and 
feminine genders ? (b) Give examples. 

2. Give the feminine genders of the following : earl, friar, hart, 
8ire, sloven, stag, swain, don, czar and marquis. 

3. Write the plurals of the following : Ottoman, alderman, court- 
martial, mouthful, nebula, focus, hypothesis, goodness, trout, elf, it, 
aid-decamp, billet-doux, porte-monnaie, staff, Nero, n, Dr., Mr. 
Jones and chimney. 

4. Compare the following adjectives : bad, little, far, fore, lazy, ill, 
goodnatured, evil, old, and late. 

5. (a) Classify verbs with respect to meaning, (b) Form, (c) Give 
five examples of each. 

6. Give synopsis of the verb have with she, in all moods, in both ac- 
tive and passive voices. 

7. Give a complete classification of the noun and pronoun. 

8. (a) In what ways may a noun be in the absolute case ? ^b) lUns- 
trate each. 

9. Diagram and analyze this sentence : 

The clouds which rise with thunder, slake 

Our thirsty souls with rain; 
The blow most dreaded fails to break 

From off our limbs a chain. — Whittier. 

10. Parse in full : which, slake, our, rain, dreaded, fails, break, 
from, limbs, and chain. 

COMPOSITION. 

1. (a) What is the use of the paragraph in composition? (b) Illus- 
trate. 5 each. 

2. (a) Name the different parts of a letter, (b) How should each 
be punctuated ? 5 each. 

3. (a) What is meant by Qutlining a subject f (b) Make an outline 
of the following subject : A Day on the Gulf. (a) 4, (b) 6. 

4. (a) Name five figures of speech, (b) Illustrate each with a short 
sentence. (a) 5, (b) 1 each. 

5. (a) How would you rank letter writing in importance among the 
various forms of composition ? (b) At what stage of the pupil's edu- 
cation would you teach letter writing ? 5 each. 

6-7, Write a short letter to a County Superintendent applying for 
a school. State your age. experience in teaching, educational ad- 
vantages, your late reading on teaching as a science, salary you ex- 
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pect, and name two per««ODs as references a« to your character, and 
success as a teacher. Be careful about the beginning and closing of 
your letter. 20. 

8-10. Outline your subject with not less than five heads and write 
an essay of not less than 100 and not over 200 words on one of the 
following subjects : 

(a) Necessity of Summer Schools for Teachers. 

(b) Uniform Examinations. 

(c) The Comparative Educational Value of Erglish Grammar and 
Arithmetic. 

(d) Duties of a Teacher the First Day of School. 30. 
Note.— Punctuation, capitalization, spelling, paragraphing, style 

and subject matter each to be considered in grading the last ques- 
tion. 

UNITED STATKS HISTORY. 

1. (a) What portions of America were claimed by the English, 
Dutch, French, and Spanish, and upon what did each base its claim 
to such territory V (b) Give name and date of the first settlement by 
each. 

2. Give a brief account of : (a) Champlain's voyages and discoveries; 
(b) Hernando DeSoto's explorations. 

3. (a) Group the colonies according to the kind of government un- 
der which they were ruled, (b) Show the differences between these 
forms of government. 

4. (a) State the causes which led to the French and Indian War. 
(b) Give the names and dates of three important battles of this war. 

5. (a) Name three oppressive measures enforced by the British gov- 
ernment that were opposed by the colonists, (a) When and where 
did the First Continental Congress meet, and what resolutions did it 
adopt ? 

6. (a) Describe briefly two important battles of the Revolution, (b) 
What two generals, either from jealousy or revenge, opposed Wash- 
ington, and how did they bring ruin and disgrace upon themselves? 

7. Speak of the Louisiana purchase : (a) Negotiations for its pur- 
chase, (b) Extent of territory and price paid, (c) States and territo- 
ries formed from this territory, (d) The State first admitted from 
this territory, and when ? (e) The State last admitted from this ter- 
ritory, and when ? 

8. Give names and dates of the following : (a) Two important bat- 
tles in the war of 1812. (b) One important battle in the war with 
Mexico, (c) Two important battles in the Civil War. 

9. (a) What presidents have died in office ? When ? and who suc- 
ceeded each ? (b) In whose administration, and at what date were 
the following measures passed: (1) The Omnibus Bill? The first 
High Protective Tariff? (3) The Sub-Treasury Bill? (4) The Civil 
Service Reform Bill? 

10. (a) Name three leading statesmen of the present Democratic 
party, and (hree of the Republican party, (b) What two important 
"bills'* were passed by the last Congress? (c) What changes have 
taken place in the cabinet of President Cleveland ? 

GEOGRAPHY. 

1. Name and explain all the imaginary lines and cirles used in 
mathematical geography. 

2. (a) Name all the zones and give the boundaries of each, (b) Give 
the width of each in common miles. 



33 

3. Show how the physical features largely determine the industries 
of any county. 

4. Name the South American States and the capital of each. 

5. Describe Cuba: (a) Its size in square miles, (b) Physical feat- 
ures, (c) Products, (d) Races and character of people, (e) Present 
government. 

6. What advantages would accrue to the United States from the 
Panama Canal? 

7. Name four prominent river systems of the United States. 

8. Tell of the German Empire : (a) Number of States comprising 
it. (b) Name four largest, (c) How is each governed, (d) Describe 
its legislative bodies. 

9. Draw an outline map of Florida and locate its river systems, and 
ten chief cities. 

10. Draw a township, number its sections, sub-divide its 20th sec- 
tion into quarter- quarters, and its SE^ of the NEi into quarter-quar- 
ter- quarters and make a cross in the SEi of SEi of SE^. 

PHYSIOLOGY. 

1. Define : (a) Physiology: (b) Anatomy; (c) Hygiene. 

2. (a) What is a gland? (b) Describe three of the largest in the 
human body. 

3. What will be the physiological effect of bathing and rubbing 
after violent exercise ?. 

4. Tell why rapid eating is injurious to the health. 

5. Define: (a) Systole; (b) Diastole; (c) Lymp; (d) Lacteals; (e) 
Pulse. 

6. Name the organs, and explain respiration. 

7. Name the organs, and explain the whole process of digestion. 

8. Explain the office of the eustachian tube. 

9. (a) What do the convolutions of the brain indicate? (b) What is 
the **arbor-vil8e"? 

40. Explain the effects of Alcohol and Tobacco : (a) Upon the 
brain; (b) The blood; (c) The nerves; (d) The heart; (e) The stomach. 

THEORY AND PRACTICE OF TEACHING, 

1. Define percept, sense concept, imagination, idea, reason. 
3. What is a general concept ? How is it formed ? What is the 
relation between general concepts and words ? 

3. Name five prominent educators, and mention an educational 
w^ork written by each of them. 

4. What is the value of a school program? What are the three 
things of greatest importance to be considered in making a school 
program ? 

5. Give five of the most important qualifications of a teacher. 

6. State the substance of some article on a educational topic that 
you have read in a school journal within the last three months. 
What school journals do you take and read regularly ? Name some 
valuable pedagogical works that you possess. 

7. State the advantages and disadvantages (a) of the question and 
answer method of conducting a recitation; (b) of the topic method of 
conducting a recitation. 

8. What faculties of the mind are most active in the six-year-old 
cliild ? What use should the primary teacher make of this knowl- 
edge? 

9. What is meant by each of the following educational maxims : 
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(a) The concrete before the abstract? (b) Ideas before words? (c) 
From the known to th^ related unknown ? 

10. What special preparations for opening school should a teacher 
make the week before school opens? 

FOR FIRST GRADE COUNTY CERTIFICATES. 

Applicants for this certificate were examined on the pre- 
ceding nine sets of questions with the three following, and 
were required to make an average grade of 80 percent, with the 
grade on no subject below 60 per cent. To the successful 
examinees certificates were issued for a term of four years. 

CIVIL GOVERNMEKT. 

1. Discuss the value of civil government as a public school study. 

10. 

2. (a) Define government, (b) Show why go»^ernment is neces- 
sary, (c) Name and define the principal forms of government, (a) 
3, (b) 3, (c) 4. 

3. (a) Give a summary of the nature and duties of citizenship, (b) 
What are the duties of government toward its citivens ? (a) 5, (b) 5. 

4. (a) Explain the nature of a Constitution, (b) Give a brief ac- 
count of the formation and adoption of the Constitution of the 
United States, (a) 5, (b) 5. 

5. What are the functions of government, and to what divisions of 
power do they give rise ? 10. 

6. (a) Define impeachment, ^h) Describe the method of conduct- 
ing impeachment proceedings in the case of a President of the United 
States. (a) 4, (b) 6. 

7. istate the qualifications, powers and duties of the governor of 
Florida. 10. 

8. Name by title the officers who constitute the governor's cabinet, 
and define the duties of each. 10. 

9. Tell what you can of the origin and growth of the pubUc school 
system in Florida. 10. 

10. (a) Explain how the Constitution of Florida may be amended. 

(b) Give the substance of two amendmentd which were adopted in 
1894. (a) 5, (b) 5. 

ALGEBRA. 

1. What difference between (a) Arithmetic and Algebra? (b) 
Theorem and Problem ? 5 each. 

2. Define (a) Identical equation; (b) Quadratic equation; (c) Root 
of an equation; (d) Logarithm; (e) Coefficient. 2 each. 

3. Divide ?^^+^=? by^;±Z; 

x+y X— y x2— y2 ^^ 

4. (a) I have two hours to spare; how far may I ride on the street 
car at the rate of 6 miles an hour, if I walk back at the rate of 2 
miles an hour, (b) Demonstrate a<*=l. 5 each. 

5. E xplain the three methods of elimination with the following 
simultaneous equations: 

2x+3y=18 

3x— 2y^l 10. 






6. Fiod two numbers whose sum multiplied by the greater is 120. 
and whose difference multiplied bv the less is 16." 10. 

7. A and B together had $9,800. A lost i of his and B } of his. 
Now they have equal sums: what have they each ? 10. 

8. Divide 100 into two such parts that the sum' of their square roots 
sbaU be U. 10. 

9. Find the equation whose two roots are 5 and 2. (b) Insert two 
geometrical means between 24 and 192. 5 each. 

10. A and B run a mile. First A gives B a start of 44 yards, and 
beats him by 51 seconds: then A gives B a start of 1 min. 15 sees, and 
-is beaten by 88 yards. In what time can each run a mile ? 10. 

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY. 

1. Account for mountains, 

2. Account for earthquakes, 

3. Name two regions of scanty rainfall in the New World, and 
three in the Old World. 

4. Explain the cause of the deficiency of rain in each of the above 
•cases. 

5. Explain the icet and dry seasons of the Orinoco valley. 

6. Explain the monsoons of the Indian Ocean. 

7. Why is the winter climate of the State of Washington milder 
than that of Maine ? 

8. Why should Congress and the State Legislatures take measures 
to prevent the destruction of forests, and to encourage the planting 
of trees? 

9. Explain the formation of delta^y and name three of the most 
flioted. 

10. Name and locate several types of the human race. 



QUESTIONS USED IN THlS STATE UNIFORM EX- 

AMINATIONS, JUNE 2, 1896. 



FOR SECOND AND THIRD GRADE COUNTY CER- 

TIFICATES. 

The examinees making an average grade of 60 per cent., 
with the grade in no branch below 40 per cent., were issued 
Third Grade Certificates, good for two years; those mak- 
ing an average of 75 per cent., with the grade in no branch 
below 50 per cent., were issued Second Grade Certificates, 
good for three years. The examination embracing ten sub- 
jects. 



He who would curry favor by lowering the standard of teachers is an enemy 

of the children ot the State. 



REGULATIONS. 

1. Examinees are required to provide themselves with pens, ink and cap- 
paper, and to write all examinations in ink. 

2. All applicants shall begin a given subject at the same time, and no recess 
shall be taken until the subject is completed. 

3. No books, note-books, or anything; likely to furnish Information on any 
subject shall be allowed in the possession of any examinee, 

4. All answers must be numbered or lettered to correspond with questions. 
The pages on the same subject should be fastened together. 

5. No communication between examinees shall be allowed, nor shall any bfr 
allowed to work only in the presence of the examiner and other examinees- 
absence of over ten minutes, during the preparation of any paper, is sufficient 
to vitiate the examination on that subject. 

6. Examinees shall be seated so as to render it impossible for one to copy 
another^s work. The Giading Committee is authorized to throw out papers 
found to be exact copies of another. 

7. If, in any case, the County Superintendent has not been supplied with a 
sufficient number of examination questions, he may write the questions 
upon the blackboard, 

8. The topics must be taken up in the following orderin the examination of 
both whites and blacks; Orthography, Reading, Arithmetic, English Gram> 
mar. Composition, History, Geography, Physiology, Theory and PracticCv 
Algebra, Physical Geography, Civil Government. 



ORTHOGRAPHY. 

1. Define letter, syllable, alphabet, spelling, orthography. 

2 credits each. 

2. Define synonym, homonym, paronym, primitive word, deriv— 
ative word. Give examples illustrating each definition. 

2 credits each, 

3. Use the following prefixes and give meaning of the word: ex^ 
re, Ob, sub, pro, 2 credits each. 

4. Correct the spelling of the following words, if incorrect: Val- 
liant, insenc£, surely, dogmattical, irassable, exhaust, loser, hygene, 
Connecticut, predjudice» 1 credit each. 
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5. Syllabify, mark accent, and give diacritical markinp:8 of the 
following words: genuine^ gratis, inquiry, lapel y mirage. § each. 

6. Write the following words in a column and opposite each write 
a eynonomous word: c/i€er/MZ, c/amorows, defective, edifice, enor- 
mous. 2 credits each. 

7. Give the rule for spelling the second of each of the following 
pairs of words: bog, boggy; note, noting; begin, beginner; victoi^/, 
victorious; daisy, daisies; change, changeable; shoe, shoeing; hate, 
Jiateful; prefer, preference; singe, singeing, 2 credits each. 

8. Write homonyms of the foUowmg words: need, lock, step, seal, 
^eed, pique, ere. meddle, counsel, stationary, 1 credit each . 

9-10. Spell correctly the followmg: vishus, dominoze, lettis, bene- 
fitted, sedishus, gageable, attumy, boka, sheckel, bilyus, chizzle, 
loevil, lackrimal, mortis, korpusel, kristalize, battalyun, rubarb, su- 
donim, bizness, i credit each. 

READING. 

1. Describe in full the word method; the phonic method. Name 
iw^hat you consider the qualities of good reading. 10 credits. 

2. De^ne pitch, force, movement, emphasis, inflection. 

2 credits each. 

3. Giye general directions for position and management of body 
in reading or speaking. Show how lessons in reading may be made 
■to serye as exerciaes in literature and cultivate a literary taste. 

5 credits each. 

4. What other subjects are taught Incidentally in connection with 
the teaching of readmg? 10 credits. 

5. Give three general directions for reading poetry, and state 
«ome errors to be avoided. 10 credits. 

6-8. Read a paragraph of prose. 25 credits. 

8-10. Read an extract of poetry. 25 credits. 

[The examiner will grade on the examinee's paper the last two 
•questions for ihe use of the Grading Committee in grading this sub- 
ject.] 

ARITHMETIC. 

||^*'Mere answers can not be accepted: solutions must be written 
out and all work connected by proper signs. The work may be 
Abridged by cancellation. 

1. Express by Arabic notation twenty billion, nineteen thousand, 
nineteen (one number); by Roman notation six hundred five thou- 
sand (one number); express in figures MDL; in words 625.625. 

2i credits each. 

2. Divide the least common multiple of 7, 42, 6, 9, 10, 630, by the 
greatest common divisor of 110, 140, 680. 10 credits. 

3. A had his money in three pockets, in the first i, in the second 
J, in the third $85 moie than i of the whole; he invested $75f in a 
horse, $65J in a cow, $18| in a bug:gy, the remainder in sheep at 

;$2^ a head. How many sheep did he buy? f Don't convert into 
•decimals]. 10 credits. 

4. Add xiif expressed decimally to 600 and twenty-five ten-thou- 
sandths; diminish the sum by 59h^^^Q expressed decimall^s multi- 
ply the remainder by six and 34 thousandths; divide the product by 
six thousand thirty-four ten thousandths, and what is the result? 

10 credits, 

5. Divide 375 by .75; .75 by 375; find the product of their quo- 
tients and express the answer in words. 10 credits. 

6. Find the interest on |1,297.60 for 2 yrs. 11 mo. 18 da. at 7 per 
cent. 10 credits. 
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7. Received $33.25 interest on a sum of money loaned 5 vear* 
previous at 7 per cent. What was the sum Vnt? 10 credits. 

8. A owes |321, payable in one year. What is the present worth 
of the debt, money being worth 7 per cent. 10 credits. 

9. What sum of money will produce $300 in 8 months, if $800 
p'oduce $70 in 15 months? Solve accordmg to the rule for com- 
pound proportion. 10 credits. 

10. A commission merchant sold a consignment of tlour at two 
per cent, commission and invested the net proceeds in bacon at five 
per cent, commission. What did he receive for the flour and pay 
for the bacon, if his total commission amounted to $150? 10 credits. 

ENGLISH GRAMMAR. 

1. Name eight parts of speech. Which parts of speech have inflec- 
tion ? 5 credits each. 

2. Decline which, thou, man-servant, 10 credits. 

3. Compare good, polite ill, much, handsome. 2 credits esich. 

4. Give the principal parts of lie, . lay, set, sit, sing, rise, know, 
bear (bring forth), raise, fly. 1 credit each. 

5. When are verbs said to be regular ? Give the principal parts of 
four irregular verbs, in the use of which wrong forms frequently 
occur. 2 credits each. 

6. Define declension, conjugation, comparision, voice and case as- 
used in grammar. 2 credits each. 

7. Diagram or analyze : 

''He who filches from me my good name, 
Mobs me of that which not enriches him, 
And makes me poor indeed," 10 credits, 

8. Parse in full the eight words italicized in the above sentence. 

10 credits. 

9. Write the synopsis of the verb eat with thou, in both the indi- 
cative and subjunctive modes, passive voice. 10 credits. 

10. Define syntax. Change the following sentences to correct syn- 
tax, and give reason in each instance for your correction : 

(a) They are both alike. 

(6) If I am not mistaken the number is 26. 

(c) The committee was divided in its opinions. 

(rf) I wished really to know. 

{e) Either you or I are in error. 

(/) Which of the group of men is the taller? 

(gr) Have Webster and vVorcester's dictionary ? 

{h) There goes Mr, and Mrs. 8mith. 

(i) It could not have been her. 

[j) 1 feel badly. 1 credit each, 

COMPOSITION. 

1. What is composition ? 10 credits 

2. What is style? Give four requisites of style. 10 credits, 

8. What is redundancy ? What is tautology ? Remove the re- 
dundancy in the following sentence: **Every man. on the face of 
the eartli has duties to perform." Remove the tautology in : "The 
effects and consequences of such corruptipn and degeneracy are de- 
plorable and lamentable." o credits each. 

4. Give six rules for the use of the comma. 10 credits. 

5. Name and make all the other marks of punctuation. State; 
briefly the use of each. ! credits 
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6-8. Write a letter to your County Superintendent, using not less 
than 100 words, giving the following facts : 

Where you were educated, where you last taught, the name of the 
supervisor, the grade of certificate tlien held, where it was obtained, 
the grade you are now aiming to secure, the salary you expect, give 
two references as to yourpast success as a teacher, or as student if you 
have never taught. 25 credits, 

8-10. First give outline of your subject and write a composition 
one page in length on one of the following subjects : 

My Favorite Books. Industrial Education. Benefits Arising From 
Summer Schools. The Teacher's Opportunities. 25 credits. 

Note. — In grading the last two consider : 

(1) The thought expressed. 

(2) The correctness and propriety of language used. 

(3) The oirthography, punctuation, paragraphing, use of capitals, 
and general appearance. 

UNITED STATES HISTORY. 

1. Why was this continent named America? 10 credits. 

2. Sketch briefly the settlement of Virginia. 10 credits, 

3. Relate the incident connected with **The Charter Oak." 

10 credits, 

4. What is meant by the "Monroe Doctrine?" What recent 
occurrences make this in our foreign relations a matter of great 
importance? 10 credits, 

5. What events do these dates suggest: 1492, 1607, 1620, 1754, 
1775, 1787, 1812, 1845, 1861, 1863? 1 credit each. 

6. Locate and state for what noted in our history: Saratoga, York- 
town, Gettysburg, Richmond, Chicago. 2 credits each. 

7. Name five great inventions and associate with each invention 
named the named of the inventor. 2 credits each. 

8. Name the last five presidents and something of importance 
that occurred during the administration of each. 2 credits eaoh. 

9. Relate some important historical .facts connected with each 
of the following: Thomas Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton, Daniel 
Webster, Andrew; Jackson, Grover Cleveland. 2 credits each. 

10. What was the expressed position of the Republican Party 
respecting slavery, when Abraham Lincoln was first elected? 

10 credits, 

GEOGRAPHY. 

1. Define longitude; latitude; meridian; parallel; ecliptic. 

2 credits each. 

2. Locate and define each of the following: Amazon; Vesuvius; 
Cuba; Nile; Liverpool; Gibraltar; Sahara; Honolulu; Yukon: Venice. 

1 credit each. 

3. State the name of the line which marks the highest northern 
limit on which the rays of the sun are ever vertical, and give the 
date on which the sun reaches this limit. 5 credits each. 

4. Describe the drainage of Florida. Name the five largest cities 
in the State, and locate each. Estimate the area and population of 
Florida. 10 credits, 

5. To what country does Cuba belong? What is the cause of the 
political trouble now brewing there? 5 creidts each. 

6. How do you account for the climate along the coast of Alaska? 
Labrador? 5 credi/s each. 

7. Name five of the largest citif s of the world and locate each. 
Name five largest cities, five longest rivers in the United States, and 
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locate the cities. Giye the sources of, aad the direction and into 
what waters the rivers flow. 10 credits. 

8. Of what f orei£:n countries are the following the principal export 
products: Tea, sugar, coffee, cotton, opium, cinchona, wool, watches, 
jute, tin? 1 credit each. 

9. Write three columns: in the first, the names of the countries of 
Europe; in the second, the names of their capitals; in the third, their 
form of government. 10 credits, 

10. Draw a diagram of a township, sub-divide the sixteenth sec- 
tion into quarter-quarters, and locate thus (x) a schoolhouse in the 
6w i of ne i. 10 credits. 

PHYSIOLOGY. 

1. Define physiology, anatomy, hygiene. 10 credits. 

2. Give three principal uses the bones serve. Give three principal 
uses the muscles serve. 5 credits each. 

3. Classify the bones of the arm, and name the bones in each class 
as usually given in the text-books. 10 credits. 

4. Explain the steps of digestion, beginning with mastication. 

10 credits. 

5. Describe tlie heart, and the principal circulatory organs. 

10 credits. 

6. Name the principal organs and describe the process of respira- 
tion. 10 credits. 

7. Name the grand divisions of brain, and the function of each di- 
vision. 10 credits. 

8. Tell how to properly care for the eyes, with reference to charac- 
ter of light; direction from which it should come; size of print; when 
to rest them 10 credits. 

9. Describe the nervous system. Into what classes are the nerves 
classfied? What are motory nerves? 10 credits. 

10. Give six specific cautions you would teach your pupils to ob- 
serve in regard to eating and drinking. Enumerate some of the 
harmful effects of narcotics and alcoholic liquors on the human sys- 
tem. What importance do you attach to the formal study of physi- 
ology and higiene in the common schools? What is the proper nor- 
mal temperature to maintain in a schoolroom? What is the teachers 
duty in regard to ventilation and cleanliness m the schoolroom? 

1 credits. 

THEORY AND PRACTICE. 
(F.om Page edited by Payne). 

1. Give a brief sketch of the life of David Perkins Page. 

10 credits. 

2. Name three conceptions of fitness for teaching in the order of 
their historical sequence. What is the real basis of fitness for teach- 
ing, so far as it can be obtained from study ? [Chap. I]. 10 credits. 

3. Scholarship aside, what is the first thing to be sought by a can- 
didate for the office of teacher ? [Chap. II]. 10 credits. 

4. Name /our inferences in regard to education drawn from the 
illustration of the ^'neglected pear-tree.^^ Name four things for 
which the teacher is mainly or largely responsible in the education 
of the young; state the order in which the elementary studies should 
be taken up. The school room is no place for what kind of a teacher ? 
(Chap, in.) 10 credits. 

5. Name five personal habits indispensable to a teacher's success. 
(Chap. IV). 10 credits. 
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6. Name in order, if you can. the twenty-two studies which a **good 
teacher, even of a common school should make himself acquainted 
with." What did Martin Luther say of the school -master that can 
not sing ? (Chap. V). 10 credits, 

7. What is education in the absolute sense ? Why do even good 
scholars fail as educators ? (Chap. VI). 10 credits. 

8. Name tvso erroneous processes of teaching, into one of which 
many teachers fall. What more excellent icay is illustrated by an ear 
of com, and whom does the last process awake'i (Chap. VII). 

10 credits. 

9. State briefly nine suggestions wh'ch will enable teachers to ex- 
cite interest in conducting recitations. (Chap. VIII). 10 credits. 

10. Give in brief seven objections to offering prizes as incentives to 
study. Name five proper incentives that may oe safely employed to 
excite interest in study. (Chap. IX). 10 credits. 

FOR FIRST GRADE COUNTY CERTIFICATES. 

On the subjects of Orthograph, Reading, Composition, 
Geography, Physiology, and Theory and Practice of Teach- 
ing, the same questions were used for the First Grade County 
Certificate as for the Second and Third, in addition to the 
questions on the following subjects, making twelve branches 
in all. Examinees making an average grade of 80 per cent., 
with the grade on no branch below 60 })er cent., were issued 
First Grade County Certficates good for four years. 

ARITHMETIC. 

B^^Write out solutions, using proper signs — answers only cannot 
be accepted. Process with answer must determine the number of 
credits. You may abridge your work by cancellation. 

1. What number taken from 2^ times 12j will leave 205 ? Find 
the cost of 204 cords of wood, if 3i cords cost |11.37^. 5 credits each. 

2. What is the differencr^ betw^een the area of a floor 25 feet square 
aTid that of two others, each 12 ft. 6 in. square ? 10 credits. 

3. When it is 12 o'clock (noon) at Portland, Oregon, what time of 
day is it at Omaha, 96 dejgrees W., supposing that the longitude of 
Portland is 124 degrees W ? 10 credits. 

4. A fence five boards high is built around a square field containing 
10 acres, the top board is 4 inches wide, tlie base board is 10 inches 
w^ide, the middle boards each 6 inches wide; what is the cost of the 
lumber at $12.50 per M ? 10 credits. 

5. What per cent, is made by a druggist who buys medicine at $5 
a pound avoirdupois weight, and sells it at 48 cents an ounce apoth- 
ecaries' weight V 10 credits, 

6. Find the difference between the true and the bank discount on 
A non-interest bearing note for |6.285 for 9 months and 15 days, 
money being worth 6 per cent. 10 credits 

7. If six men dig a cellar 22.5 feet long, 17.8 feet wide, and 10 feet 
S inches deep, in 3 days of 10 hours and 15 minutes each, how many 
men will it require to dig another, in 12 days of 8.2 hours each, 45 
feet long, 34| feet wide, and 12.3 feet deep? 10 credits. 

8. (a) Find the square root of 16.499,844. 

(b) Find the cube root of 7,301,384. 5 credits each. 

9. How much will it cost to plaster a room 16 tt. 9 in. long, 14 ft. 
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8 in. wid*^, 10 ft. 6 in. high, if there are three windows 6 ft. by 2 ft. 

9 in., two doois 7 ft. by 3 ft. and a base board one foot wide: the- 
I^rice of plastering being 25 cts. per square yard ? 10 credits. 

10. What will be the cost in U. S. money of a cylinder of oil whose 
diameter is 3 ft. and whose length is 4 ft., if oil is worth a franc per 
gal.? ^ 10 credits. 

ENGLISH GRAMMAR. 

1. Write the possessive case, both singular and plural, of the fol- 
lowing : Fly, child, brother , sheep ^ viother-in-law, mouse, ox-cart ^ 
money, portico, chimney . 1 credit each. 

2. Compare and give reason for so comparing each : Thin, clever ^ 
tvooden, merry, nigh; ample, grey, universal, shy, beautiful, 

1 credit each, 

3. State the difference between v'hat and the other relatives. When 
are that and as relatives ? 10 credits. 

4. Write sentences in which ichat is used as a noun, pronoun, ad- 
jective, adverb and interjection. 2 credits each. 

5. Write the synopsis of the verb eat with he in all modes and 
tenses and in both voices. 10 credits. 

6. Analyze: I seem to have been only like a boy playing on the 
seashor**, and diverting myself in now and then finding a smoother 
pebble or a. prettier shell than ordinary, whilst the great ocean of 
truth lay all undiscovered before me ' 10 credits^ 

7. Parse in full the ten words in italics in the above sentence. 

1 credit each. 

8. Which do you consider more important, analysis, or parsing ? 
For what reason ? 10 credits. 

9. Distinguish between the analysis and diagram of a sentence. 

10 credits 

10. Diagram : A School Board which assigns any teacher to a 
school, when there is among its applicants another teacher unem- 
ployed and better qualified for the position, sins against God, the 
State, and every child and patron in tliat school district. 10 credits^ 

UNITED STATES HISTORY. 

1. Define history. State your method of teaching United States 
history. 10 credits. 

2. Tell when and where the first permanent English settlements 
were made in the Uiiited States. 10 credits. 

3. Name and give causes of two wars in which the United States 
have been engaged since 1800. 5 credits each. 

4. What have been the important additions to the territory of the 
United States since 1783? 10 credits. 

5. What is meant by the Civil Service of the United States? What 
evils was the Civil Service Bill designed to correct? 

5 credits each. 

6. Describe the battle of Gettysburg, naming the proninent com- 
manders in each army. 10 credits. 

7. What was the necessity of an Electoral Commission? What do- 
you think of the justice of its acts? 5 credits each. 

8. Trace briefly the financial history of this country. What of 
the "wild cat" banks? Panics of 1837 and 1873? What seems to be 
the present financial policy? 10 credits, 

9. What of the growth in art, science, literature and education ia 
the past half century? 10 credits. 

30. Explain what is meant by the following: "Protective tariff,."' 
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*'TanflF f(»r revenue/' **Frt»e silver," *'The initii*:ive an*! referenr- 
dum," in political affairs. 10 credits, j 

CIVIL GOVERNMENT. 

1. Who are citizens of the United States? How may '^hers be- 
come citizens? 5 credits each. 

2. How are the following United States officers chosen and for 
what length of time: President, Senator, Representative, Secretary 
of State, Judge of the Supreme Court? 2 credits each. 

3. What is the Constitution of the United States? How made? 
How adopted? How amended? 10 credits. 

4. Name the three departments of Government. Describe the 
law-making department and the stages through which a United 
States statute must pass before it becomes a law. 10 credits. 

5. What Constitutional qualifications are necessary to become a 
President? United States Senator? Representative? Why prohibit 
a foreitjn-born citizen from being President? 10 credits. 

6. What is meant by the Australian Ballot? Give the main feat- 
ures of the system. 10 credits. 

7. What is treason? How generally punished? What is a "fili- 
buster"? 10 credits. 

8. How are territories governed? How do t hey become states? 
Name the principal changes they undergo in becoming states. 

10 credits. 

9. State three principal duties of each of the following: Gover- 
nor, State Superintendent of Public Instruction, County Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction, County Board of Public Instruction, 
School Trustees, Supervisor, Public School Teacher. 10 credits. 

10. Who constitute the State Board of Education? What creates 
the permanent school fund? What school funds are apportioned by 
the State, and upon what basis? From what sources are county 
school funds obtained? On what basis and by whom apportioned? 

2 credits each. 

ALGEBRA. 

1. Define algebra, quantity, root, a radical, equation. 

2 credits each.. 

2. Find the the greatest common divisor a*—b*, and a^—b^. 

10 credits. 

3. Find the least common multiple of a^ — b^, a* — b* and a^— 2a& 
-\-b^, 10 credits. 

4. There is a number such that the sum of its { and J exceeds the 
sum of its i and J by 19; required the number. 10 credit."!. 

5. Write the development of the binomial (1 — x)^. 10 credits. 

6. A number is expressed by three digits. The sum of the digits 
is 9. The number is equal to 42 times the sum of the first and 
second, and the third digit is twice the sum of the other two. Find 
the number. 10 credits, 

^ ^ V~x' V~y' 

7. Square __ ^ _ _ . Expand (a-ry a"" — x^y. 

y X 10 credits. 

8. What two numbers are to each other as 4 to 5, and the differ- 
ence of whose squares is 81? 10 credits. 

9. A farmer bought a number of sheep for $80; if he had bought 
4 more for the same money, he would have paid $ I less for each; 

how many did he buy? 10 credits. 

10 credits, 

10. Solve V oj + V^^+^^f^l^-x . 10 credUs. 
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PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY. 

1. Define pby&ical geography. What is meant by the "laws ot 
nature?'* 5 credits each. 

2. How have the soih of the earth been formed? 10 credits. 

3. Explain the trade winds. Tell bow glaciers are formed and 
where tound. 5 credits each. 

4. Kame all the causes that affect the heat and cold of a place. 

10 credits. 

5. Name some of the great rainless regions of the earth and tell 
why' they are rainless. 10 credits. 

6. What ard tides? What causes the difference in their heights? 

5 credits each. 

7. Explain the mutual dependence of plants and animals. 

10 credits. 

8. What is an equinox? How many are there? When do they 
occur, and why? 10 credits. 

9. If you were at the equator June 4th, which direction would 
your shadow fall? Give tie reason for your answer. 

5 credits each. 

10. Why sliouM more rain fall on a mountain than on the low lands 
at its base? What effect does cutting away the timber have upon the 
climate of a country? 5 credits each. 



SAMPLE OF QUESTIONS USED IN THE EXAMINA- 
TION FOR STATE CERTIFICATES IN JANUARY, 

1895. 

Applicanis before eligible for examination for this certifi- 
cate must be holders of First Grade County Certificates, and 
must have taught at least twenty-four months, eight months 
ot which must have been taught successfully in this State 
under a First Grade County Certificate. 

No State Cerlificate is issued to any one except on the 
result of written examination, and the examinee must make 
an average of 85 per cent, on the following subjects, with the 
grade on no subject below 60 per cent: 

NOTICE TO EXAMINEES. 

1. Do not write your name upon any of your papers. 

2. An endorsement of good moral cbnracter and a fee of one dollar, 
refundable for no cause, must be banded to the examiner belore you 
are eligible to the examination. 

3. Write all your work upon legal cap paper with pen and ink; 
number and letter your answers to correspond to questions. 

4. Any other regulation will be explained at request of examicee, 
or when the examiner deems it necessary. 

Seek the top, where there is always plenty of room, 

GEOMETRY. 

I. Define the following: {a) plane geometry; (5) a point; (c) a 
straight line; (d) an axiom; (e) a proposition; (/) a problem; (g) a 
theorem; (h) a bypoihes-is; (^) a corollHTy; (j) a postulate. 2 each. 

II. Diaw and define: («) an ang'e; (b) a scalene triangle; (c) a 
ihrmbus; (d) a trapezoid; (e) a nonngon, 4 each. 

III. Give the rule for finding ihe area of a trapezoid. Demons'ra'e 
the proposilion to be true. 20. 

IV. Demomtrate: Only one circunofeience can be drawn through 
three points not in the same straight line. 20. 

V . Deduce the rule for finding the area of a circle. 20. 

TRIGONOMETRY. 

I. (a) Define plane trigonometry. (5) How many parts of every 
place triangle must be given in order that the rest may be lound? 

to each. 

II. Draw a figure illustrating the seven trigonometrical lines. 20. 

III. (a) Show that tan. 45 deg.— 1. (b) Conopute the sine and 
secant of 45 deg. (a) 10, (6) 10. 

IV. Prove: In any triangle the sines of the angles are to one 
another as the sides oppo-ite to them. 20. 

V. (a) What are logarithms? (b) How may the index of a log- 
arithm always be known? (c) How do you multiply by logarithms? 
(ff) How do you divide? (e) How do you exttacl the root ot a number 
b y logarithms? 4 each. 
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PHYSICS. 

I. Distinguish between (a) matter acd substance; (b) genral aid 
•specific properties of matter; (c) physical and ch»mical changes; 
id) physical and chemical forces; (e) define the Atomic Theory. 

2 each. 

II. (a) Name five general properties of matter; (b) ^ve specific 
prooerties. 5 each. 

III. Define motion, force, velocity, nuiss, momentum. 2 each. 

IV. (a) Give Newton's Laws of Motion, (b) Define energy and 
give its lnw. (c) A ball thrown up with a velocity ot 96 fe^t per sec- 
ond will rise how many times as high as one thrown with h velocity of 
82 feel? (a) 5, (b) 2. (c) 3. 

V. Dffine (a) giavitation; (b) center of gravity; (c) specific gravity. 
(d) Give the Laws of Weight, (e) What would a man weighing 100 
pounds on the surface of the earth weigh 1000 miles above the sur- 
face? 2 each. 

VI. (a) Give the equations of boiies falling frrely. (5) A ba'l 
thrown upwards returns to the same place ia 15 sec )nd->. how far did 
it ascend? (c) How tar wo aid a ball hive to fall to gain a velocity of 
448 feet per second? (a) 4, (6) 3, (c) 3. 

VII. (a) Explain a single movable pulley, (b) Explain what al- 
Tantnge wou'd be gained by having four pulleys. 5 »ach. 

VIII. Give the rule for computing the pressure of water, (a) <>n the 
bottom of the vessel; (b) on the side. 5 each. 

IX". Explain (a) the magnetic current; {b) the dip of the nepdle. 

5 each. 
X. (a) Describe the Leyden jar. (b) Tell how to connect the jars to 
foim a battery. 5 each. 

ZOOLOGY. 

I. Wha» determines the zoological rank of an animal? 10. 

II. Make a table showing the classification of the following a^ to 
branch, class, order, genu", species: Earthworm, grasshopper, oyster, 
alligator, opossum. 2 each. 

III. Give the habitat and characteristics of the bat, the sloth, the 
armadillo, the kangaroo, the grizzly bear, 2 * ach. 

IV. Describe in the following order the formation of chalk: {a) the 
animal; (5) its habits and mode of growth; (c) how the chalk is formed. 

ia) 3, (b) 3, (c) 4. 

V. How is pearl formed? 10. 

VI. ia) Describe the coral-polyp; (6) tell how coral rook is formed. 

5 each. 

VII. Describe the orajans of respiration in the following: Clam, 
mosquito, bull-frog, fish, horse. 2 each. 

VIII. Give a full zoological description as to form, structure and 
habits of the deer. 10. 

IX. Describe the principal anatomical dififerences between man and 
a monkey. 10. 

X. Is it possible in the light of evolution alone that the two could 
iiave a common origin? 10. 

BOTANY. 

I. Name the two great divisions of the vegetable kingdom, and 
•distinguish between them. 10. 

II. (a) Of what does systematic botany treat? (b) Structural bot- 
any? (c) Physiological botany? 10. 

III. Name atd dt scribe the parts of a perfect flower. 10. 
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IV. Desc'ibe ih* parts and functions of a leaf 10. 

V. (a) DeHn»» frui». (6) Name the r'iffeient classps. (c) To which 
does the following belong: Orange, tomato, peach, acorn, Irish potato? 

{a) and (6) 2 each, (c) 6. 

VI. (a) What is the food of the plant? (6) How is it taken and 
assimilated? 5 each. 

VII. Give a full account of the seed, germination, plant, flower and 
fruit of the apple. 10. 

VIII. Define the terms pedicel, petiole, peduncle, phyllotaxy and pol- 
lenizaiion, * 2 each. 

IX. Tell in what part of the world each of the followinsr originated 
and to what natural older it belongs: Mice, maize, watermelons, tur- 
nips, cotton. 2 each. 

X. (a) Make a list of the works on botany you have studied. 
<6) Give your opinion of its practical uses and of ihe advisability of 
introducing the study of botany into the public schools. 10. 

LA.TIN. 

I-II. Translate into good Enf?l'sh : 

His Csd'AT ita respondit; Eo sibi minus dubitationis dari, quod eas 
res, quas legati Helveiii commemorasseor, memoria teneret, atque eo 
^ravius ferre, quo minus merito populi Romani accidissent; qui si 
alicujus injunse sibi conscius fuisset, doq fuisse dlflicile cavere; sed eo 
deceptum, quod neque commissum a «e iniellegeret, qnare timeret, 
neque sine causa timendum putaret. Caesar, Lib. I, Cap. XIV. 

20. 

III. What would be the form of dari, ferre, deceptum, if it had been 
divert discourse? Explain. 10. 

IV. Give an explanation or rule for all the subjunctive forms in 
the extract. 10. 

V. Dtclinethe second eo; give the construction of it and of the 
third eo. 10. 

VI. Give the principal parts of the first five verbs in the extract. 

2 each. 
VII-IX. Translate into idiomatic English: 

At plus ^neas, per nociem piurima volven?, 
Ut primum lux alma data est, exire, locosque 
Explorare novof; quas vento accesserit oras, 
Qui teaeant (nam inculta videt) hominesne, leraene, 
Quaerere constituit, sociisque exacta referre. 
Classem in convexo nemorum, sub rupe cavata, 
Arboribus clausam circum atque borrentibus umbris, 
Occulit; ipse uno graditur comitatus Achate, 
Bina manu lato crispans hastilia ferro. 
Cui mater media sese tulit obvia sylva, 
Virginis os habitumque gerens, et virginis arma 
Spartanae; vel qualis equos Threissa faiigat 
Harpalyce, volucremque fuga praevertitur Eurura. 

^neis, Lib. I, 305-317. 30. 
X. Translate into Latin: It is announced to Caesar that the Hel- 
vetii intend to make a journey through the country ot the Sequani and 
w^dui and the territory of the Santones. 10. 

BHETOBIC. 

I. (a) Define gr<)mmar and rhetoric, (b) Show where the scope of 
each be&rins and enr's. 5 each. 

II. Dist'nguisb between style and diction.. 10. 
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III. Name and dtfini the ess^Dtial elements of a good style. 10. 

IV. Give ihree of tiie chi^f benefits of figures of speech to style. 

10. 
y. Kame and define ten of the most important figures of speech. 

1 each. 

VI. Give an illustration of each of the figures in the order named, 
in a^ short a senience or extract hs possible. 1 each. 

VII. Wheiein does the study of rhetoric assist in the study of lit- 
erature? 10. 

VIII. ^ (a) What is the advantage of parrtgral)hs? (6) Give three 
qualities to be aimed at in the construction ot paragraphs. 5 each. 

IX. (a) Define five kiods of poetry. Quote from each class, or give 
the title of a poem in each class, naming the class to which it belongs. 

2 each. 

X. (a) Name the proper par's of an oration, (b) What are the 
essential qualifications ot a successful orator? 5 each. 

ENGLISH LITER A.TURE. 

I. What is it thai: distinguishes writing as literature? 10. 

n. (a) What did Scott write? (b) Give an outline of auv of his 
works that you have read. 5 each. 

III. (a) Name five of the principal works of Washington living. 
(b) Give a sufficient outline of either one to show that you have read it. 

5 each. 

IV. Name six classic English authors, together with the master- 
piece of each. 10. 

V. Select any one of Shakespeare's plays and make sufficient crit- 
ical comments thereon to show that you have read it carefully. 10. 

VI. (a) What noted American writers died during the year 1894? 
(5) Which of their writings have you read? 5 each. 

VII. Select the author best known to you in the following list; tell 
what you know of his life and writings: Addison, Macau ley, Miltou, 
Emerson, Goldsmith. 10. 

VIII. Write something that will be evidence that you have read 
either of the following works: Lady of the Lake, Ivanhoe, Deserted 
Village. 10. 

IX. Give the author of each of the following: Bigelow Papers, 
Albambra, Marmion, Thanatopsis, Star Spingled Banner, Ben Hur, 
Locksley Hall, *'The Reformer," Maud MuUer, The Village Blacksmith. 

1 each. 

X. Name ten American authors justly styled classic, and state the 
kind of writing in which each excelled. 1 each. 

MENTAL SCIENCE. 

I. Define the two processes of reasoning. To which division does 
psychology belong? 10. 

II. Define: (a) percept; (b) concept; (c) intuition, (d) Explain the 
value of an object lesson from a psychological view. 

(a) (b) (c) 2 each, (d) 4. 

III. (a) Define presentatwe, representative and elaboratwe powers of 
the mind, {b) Classify the faculties of each set. 5 each. 

IV. (a) Define memory. (6) Give its four elements. 5 each. 

V. Show the relations between sensibilities, thought and wilL 10. 

VI. Define: (a) conscience; (b) judgment, (c) Show how they are 
related. 10. 

Vn. Illustrate why conscience is not infallible. 10. 
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VIII. Explain what is meant by "freedom of the will.** 10. 

IX. Mention the J acuities in a child's mind Id the natural order of 
their development . 10. 

X. (a) Make a classification of the sensibilities and tcill (b) h^how 
how you cultivate these faculties in school work. 5 tscb. 

OBNBRAL HISTORY. 

I. (a) What marks the beginoing and what the close of mid aBval 
history? (b) Into what ages is the period sometimes divided? 

5 each. 

n. Make a list of the nations existing (a) at the beginning of this 
period; (b) at its close. 5 each. 

III. What of the ruling idea and of the empire of Charlemagne? 

10. 

IV. (a) Give a brief history of the Saracens, telling something of 
their founder, (b) What good resulted Irom them? 5 each. 

V. (a) What is meant by the Feudal system? (b) What of its 
effects upon civilizatiOD? 5 each. 

VI. (a) What were the Crusades? Tell of (b) their origin; (c) their 
number; (d) their aim; (e) their effect upon the world. 2 each. 

Vn. (a) Give the origin of the Cavaliers, (b) Name some renowned 
men developed by the struggle, (c) Give in brief contemporaneous 
Ameiican history. (a) 2, {b) 3, (c) 5. 

VIII. Of the Thirty Years' War, tell (a) by whom begun; (b) what 
nations became involved; (c) how it ended; (d) the result of it. 10. 

IX. Give a brief account of ihe beginning of England. 10. 

X. Of the French Revolution, tell (a) its origin; (b) its nature; 
(c) the names of leading characters; {d) how it terminated. 10. 
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COUNTY LEVY FOR SCHOOLS. 

There is no fact that can be cited that more accurately 
Pleasures the growing interest in the public schools than that 
which illustrates the willingness of the people to be taxed for 
their support. 

The Constitution leaves it optional with the counties to 
levy a niinimum of 3 mills, or upwards to a maximum, 
•of 5. It is shown in this report that the number of coun- 
ties levying the maximum allowed by law constantly increased 
from 17 in 1892 to 27 in 1895, and there was a falling off of 
only two counties after the freeze. P^very county, 
«ave three, now levies 4 mills or upwards, and not a single 
•countv levied the minimum of 3 mills in 1896. 

This exhibit only partially illustrates the willingness of the 
|)eople to be taxed for good sshools. The tax -payers of up- 
wards of 120 of the 2,350 school districts have availed them- 
selves of the benefits of the sub-district tax and are levying 
upon themselves from 1 to 3 mills for special educational pur- 
poses within their districts. The number of such special 
levies, which are determined by a vote of the tax-payers, is 
increasing every year. This tax, with the State One Mill Tax 
-and the county levy of 5 mills, makes the tax -payers of such dis- 
tricts pay from 6 to 9 mills, in addition to the poll taxes, for 
public education. This must be regarded as a good record 
for a people, who a few years ago were classed as opponents 
of free schools. It is to be regretted that the system of man- 
aging and reporting these local taxes is such, that this report 
does not show the aggregate amount paid by the people of the 
State for local educational purposes. Many very creditable 
«chool buildings have been erected through the operations of 
the sub-district law, besides many school terms lengthened, 
and many schools established in which are sustained high 
dschool departments. 

avera(;e monthly salaries of teachers. 

While this State may not be as able to run schools for so 
long a time as some others, the salaries paid teachers indicate 
the desire of County Boards for competent 'instructors, and 
their willingness to pay for the same. The average salaries 
paid teachers are better than in any of the Southern States, save 
Texas with her immense school fund. 

The average for the whole United States is $46.82 for males, 
439.41 for females; while in Florida, for 1896, the average 
for all teachers, white and black, was $35.44 — $40.52 for white 
males and $33.53 for white females. These salaries consid- 
<jred in connection with the mild and equable climate, where 
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-cost of living is so much cheapened, manifest that public school 
teachers are about as well paid as in most parts of the Union 
for the time they have to work. 

THE EDUCATION OF THE NE<;it(). 

As there are those who are exceedingly more solicitous about 
the education of the negroes than of our white population, I 
cannot refrain from saying that the race is receiving all the 
educational advantages they are yet capable of appreciating. 
Their schools are as closely supervised as any others, the very 
best teachers are secured that can be had, and thev are 
paid better salaries than the same grade of teachers are )>ai(l 
in any part of the country, Xorth or South. And further 
than that, every possible encouragement and help is given 
them to prepare for a better grade of work ; besides a 
well-Cfiuipped State Normal College, equal advantages are 
offered their teachers in Summer Schools and Institutes. It 
is my opinion that the race needs worse than anything else, to 
be let alone by their over-zealous friends and given time to 
work out their own destiny. Any amount of coddling by 
those anxious to help them will not put them on a better foot- 
ing more rapidly than the race can grow into it. As was said 
in my ref)ort of 1 895, the race is manifesting as a whole as 
<5omniendable ambition to improve its condition as any race in 
like intellectual, social and financial conditions under the sun. 

The people of the State are willing to be taxed for their 
education, and to extend to them every assistance, except to 
lower their own social status, that thereby they may elevate 
hj a mite the negro's. 

Mixed schools for the races they wnll not tolerate ; every 
«uch attempt within our borders only exasperates and renders 
less cheeriul the expenditure made for the negro's elevation. 

Any assistance rendered from abroad in the attempt to bet- 
ter the condition of these people by the charitably disposed, 
will be most heartily welcomed, unless it is attended with the 
insult to the public sentiment of the State in trying to educate 
white and black side by side in the same schools. 

Efforts to educate the negro separately by any individual, cor- 
poration or association will be commended and encouraged by 
all white citizens of the State. There is no necessity for any 
white child in the State attending a school for negroes, and 
those burdened ivith the desire to do something for the negro 
race can best succeed by confining their efforts to that race alone 
and occupy the place that would be filled by a white child by 
an#tber negro. When this is the case the people will believe 
the desire to benefit the negro is honest, and they will bid a 
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hearty God-speed to all efforts at their elevation, and not sur- 
mise that the ulterior desire and design ar^ to make inroad» 
upon our social system. 

THE ORANGE PARK MIXED SCHOOL. 

A sketch with cuts of this school is found on pages 184-189 
of this report, in which the object of the school is set forth by^ 
its friends. The people of the State would rejoice at the 
prosperity of the school, if it will confine itself directly to the 
purpose for which it was founded, the education " of colored 
youth especially." 

1 am in possession of facts to show that the white attend- 
ance at this school was not confined to the "white children of 
the Professors," nor to the local patronage of the whites of the 
community. If it was not well-known how the races are be- 
ing educated in other parts of the country and how some crave 
to see the system in vogue in the South, where exists "hate- 
ful notions of caste," there would be more charity for this in- 
stitution in its modest Christian pretensions. 

I still urge upon the Legislature, as a duty owed to poster- 
ity, to see that Section 12 of Article XII of our State Consti- 
tution is enforced to the extreme limit, and that Chapter 4335 
is re-enacted with its title amended so as to conform to con- 
stitutional requirement, so that this school can be compelled to 
close its doors to white patronage or disband, if it prefers to 
abandon the religious call to educate the negro, rather than 
the privilege of educating the races together. We of the 
South cannot be too guarded on this point, policy or no other 
consideration should entice or deter the State from paying the 
debt it owes to posterity on this one question. 

The white girls and boys who would be coddled into attend- 
ing that institution in their youthful thoughtlessness and want 
of foresight, need the protection of the strong arm of the State. 
Not one of you, it matters not how well she may be educated, 
knowing that she was educated in the midst of such sur- 
roundings would permit a graduate of that school to instruct 
your children or become a social equal at your home. So let 
us fail not to protect white youth against the social and business 
ostracism that await them. Just as the State undertakes to pro- 
tect youth from ruin in other directions aud has undertaken 
to prevent intermarriage and amalgation of the races, so 
let it act in this case. The two laws go hand in hand and co- 
operate with each other. The Christian people of this State 
are as conscientious and sincere in their belief that the races 
ought not to be educated together, as is the American Mission- 
ary Society that they ought to be, and it is hoped that the 
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godlv puritr of our own people will be respected within our 
own border by our own law-makers. 

NEW SCHOOL BUILDINGS. 

There has been a very gratifying increase in the number of 
school buildings during the past two years. The reports show 
that the number of brick buildings have nearly doubled and 
that 263 frame school houses have been erected. Many of 
the latter take the place of old log houses. Many of these 
structures are very creditable buildings, modern in architec- 
ture and in school adaptation. 

Wherever I have been in the State, the spirit for improving 
•school buildings seems prevalent. The reported expenditure 
for school buildings gives but a poor idea of what has been 
done in that direction, as much of the work was paid for by 
private subscription and by sub-district tax, and is not reported 
■SLH one of the expenditures by County Boards. 

PERMANENT SCHOOL FUND. 

This fund has continued to grow a little in the past two 
years. January Ist, 1895, it amounted to ^017,100 invested, 
with $30,000 seeking investment. At this time the in- 
vested funds amount to 1^056,100, with 81-,010 seeking 
investment. The interest apportioned for the year 1896 
amounted to $37,452.60, an increase of $2,176.70 overihe year 
previous. The amount to each county will be found in the 
table on page 358. As it is not always possible for the State 
Board of Education to find State or United States bonds in 
ivhich it would be profitable to invest these funds, I therefore 
believe it would be would wise for the Legislature to amend 
section 267 of the Revised Statutes and give to the State 
Board of Education a little more latitude* in making investment 
•of this fund. 

The fund is invested at present as follows: 

Amount of Bonds as per Report — 

Consolidated Florida 6 per cent Bond No. 3 ... . $288,600 00 

Consolidated Florida 7 per cent Bond No. ^ . . . . 79,300 00 

Florida 7 per cent Bonds 75,100 00 

Florida 6 per cent Bonds 2,100 00 

North Carolina 4 per cent Bonds 6,000 00 

Alabama "B" 5 per cent Bonds 30,000 00 

State of Florida 5 per cent Note, Act of Legisla- 
ture 1891 25,000 00 

State of Florida 5 per cent Note 50,000 00 
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State of Florida 5 per cent Note 50,0(0 00^ 

State of Florida 5 per cent Note 50,000 00 

Bonds and Notes in Fund ^65(5,100 00 

APPOKTIONMENT OF ONE MILL TAX. 

Effort was made by the Jjegislature to require the appor- 
tionment of the 1 mill tax three times a year. Upon inves- 
tigation it was found that there was nothing in the present 
law to prevent its distribution as often as deemed necessary. 
It was found that a semi-annual apportionment was as often 
as there would be a sufficient amount accumulated to 
be of material service to the counties. Sifjce that time this 
fund has been apportioned both in May and November. On 
page 358 may be seen the amounts received by each county. 

Since the amendment to the Constitution, adopted in 1894, 
requiring this fund to be apportioned on the basis of average 
attendance upon schools, instead of the census of school youth,, 
it has been so divided. The complaint has come up from 
some counties which receive less under the new basis of appor- 
tionment; that funds paid by them were sent to other counties^ 
These being counties that receive more than they pay into this 
fund the fact is brought out in the table on page 320, showing 
the exact percentage of the payment made by each county that 
was returned to it in 1895. A similar calculation for 1896 is 
recorded in the table on page 368, showing whit part of a dol- 
lar is returned to each county for $1 paid by it into this fund. 

PEABODY SUMMER SCHOOLS FOR TEACHERS. 

These Training Schools for teachers are thus denominated, 
because the nucleus of the fund stimulating and authorizing 
the undertaking was contributed by Dr. J. L. M. Curry, the 
agent of the Peabody.Fund. 

The Trustees of the Fund operate on the co-operative plan 
and contribute to those of the Southern States that make ap- 
propriations to assist in the work of improving teachers for the 
public schools. In consequence of the freeze and the expected 
depressed condition of finances, the last Legislature failed to 
make an approprialion for this purpose. It was thought that 
the State had lost all participation in this fund, but through 
persistence, the agent finally wrote that the appropriation 
of $1,000 would be continued to the State " for the present year 
on condition that an equal amount is raised by the State or by 
the communities where these Institutes are held." With this- 
ass ranee, I set to work and raised a sufficient amount to con- 
tinue these schools both in 1895 and 1896, with what success- 
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ihe following extracts from the reports ma<le Dr. J. L. M^ 
Cuny will signify: 

A letter has been received from Dr. Curry, proposing to- 
give the State ^1,200 for this year, provided the Legislature 
will make an appropriation to aid in the continuance of this- 
work. ' 

Florida can not afford to lag behind in this particular line 
of school work, it will be necessary as long as young, inexper- 
ienced and poorly prepared teachers are admitted into the 
schools. There is no money expended that yields so great a 
return to so large a number of the children of the State 
through the channel of more earnest, enthusiastic and profes- 
sional instruction. 

Summer Training Schools for teachers are now held in e very- 
State in the Union, and are regarded as an educational neces- 
sity. 

The Legislature is earnestly urged to make a liberal appro- 
priation for the prosecution of this work. 

Educational Dkpaktment, y 

State of Florida, >• 

Tallahassee, Sept. 4, 1895. )• 

Dr. J. M. L. Curry, Agent: 

Dear Sir- -When our Legislature adjourned the first of 
last June without making an appropriation for Teachers In- 
stitutes, or Summer Schools, it seemed impossible to do any- 
thing this year in the way of giving teachers of the State the 
advantages to be derived from such institutions. It was un-^ 
derstood that the failure to obtain an appropriation carried 
Avith it the assistance expected from the Peabody Fund, as the 
trustees of that fund had wisely determined to assist only 
those States showing enough appreciation of teachers'" training^ 
classes to make appropriations to supplement the Peabody do- 
nations for such purposes. When your letter of June 4th^ 
was received, in Which you kindly proffered $1,000 for one 
time more, a circular letter was issued immediately and sent 
to County School Boards asking donations of small amounts 
to supplement your donation in sustaining Summer Schools* 
This was done both to carry out your "well-known principle 
of co-operation" in the use of the Peabody Fund and to make 
the $1,000 donated as effective as possible. About one-half 
the counties of the State immediately made subscriptions ag-^ 
gregating over 11,700. Your principle of co-operation wa» 
strictly adhered to in the apportionment of the fund; no- 
school was located in any county, unless the apportionment 
from the Peabody Fund was supplemented by an equal or 
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larger amount contributed by the county, paid sometimes out 
of county school funds, and sometimes partly by subscriptions 
from the citizens of the town where the school was held. 

With the $1,000 donated by the Peabody Trustees, or your- 
self, and the $1,700 subscribed (about $1,500 of which has 
been paid to date) within the State, it was planned to hold six 
Summer Schools of two months duration each, and two for 
one month each. 

Schools were held at the following places, beginning July 
Ist, July 8th, and one August 5th, all closing the last of Au- 
gust; the attendance, as reported by the principals, and the 
names of the instructors are given below: 

DeFuniak Springs— Dr. C. P. Walker and W. A. Little, 
attendance all white, 37 in number. 

Apalachicola — Dr. W. F. Yocum and Miss Clem Hampton, 
attendance 44, 33 white, 11 negroes. 

Tallahassee — Theo. J. McBeath and H. W. Demillv, attend- 
ance 46, all negroes. 

Palatka — Rev. F. Pasco, O. P. Steves and I. I. Himes, at- 
tendance 131, 67 white, 64 negroes. 

Daytona — J. M. Guilliaras and H. E. Graham, attendance 
62, all white. 

Kissimmee — Tom F. McBeath and D. L. Ellis, attendance 
65, all white. , 

The above schools continued two months, the following one 
month .: 

Live Oak — J. H. Fulks, J. B. Parkinson and Chas. II. Ta- 
tum, attendance 81, 51 white, 30 negroes. 

Inverness — Arthur Williams and A. M. Linhart, attendance 
42, all white. 

The total attendance of all being 508; 357 white, l51 ne- 
groes. 

The total cost $2,610. 

The attendance was not 60 per cent, of what it was last 
year for the following reasons: 

1st. The uncertainty as to obtaining aid, and the consequent 
delay in opening the schools caused many teachers to enter 
County Institutes and led many county school boards to ar- 
range for the opening of the regular public schools in July, 
thereby depriving the teachers of the privilege of attending 
the Summer Schools. 

2d. The financial depression in the State, due to the disas- 
ter of last winter, rendered many unable to attend, in the face 
of shortened school terms and reduced salaries. 

3d. The most potent reason of all was, the last Legislature 
changed the school law by striking out all limitations to the 
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life of the lowest grade teachers' certificates, extending their 
term to two years and making the same grade re-issuable upon 
examination from time to time, thus removing one of the in- 
centives to attend these schools as helps for obtaining higher 
grade certificates. 

Considering all the circumstances, the attendance of 508 
this year in a State where the aggregate number of teachers 
is about 2,500, is regarded as a great triumph for the advo- 
cates of better schools, secured only by means of better trained 
teachers. It was necessary to provide a department for negro 
teachers in only four of these schools; this was due to the 
fact that the negroes, consequently the negro teachers, are 
mostly amassed in this State in a few counties. Tn evidence 
that they were not discriminated against and that they appre- 
ciated the opportunity to improve themselves, the fact is stated 
that the percentage of negro teachers in attendance, as com- 
pared with the whole number, is 4 per cent, greater than 
the percentage of whites in attendance. 

The time of the schools was not taken u]) in lectures, but 
the exercises consisted principally of recitations on subjects to 
be taught by the teachers; interspersed with model lessons 
and occasional lectures. 

I personally visited these schools, remaining one or more 
^ays at each, and addressed both the teachers and citizens. 
The teachers in attendance, as a rule, were interested and en- 
thusiastic in their work. P]ach school without exception 
adopted strong resolutions expressingj gratitude for the dona- 
tion from the Peabody Fund and earnest appreciation of the 
opportunities which it afforded them. Without a dissenting 
Toice they pray the Peabody Trustees not to withhold the ap- 
propriation from the State. Permit me, in behalf of every 
school officer and progressive teacher in the State, to beseech 
you to represent our case at the approaching meeting of- the 
Trustees of the Fund, and beg them to continue the appropri- 
ation to Florida for teacher training as long as their donation 
for this purpose is met by an equal or larger amount contrib- 
uted by the school authorities of the State. Let us insist that 
it be not made dependent upon legislative action, though it 
will not be long before a large majority, instead ot* a large mi- 
nority, will compose our Legislature — such are the strides of 
educational influence — who will be ready to provide ample 
means of support for every kind of educational advancement. 

The public school system is daily taking deeper bold upon 
the affections of the whole people and is making rapid ad- 
vancement in all directions, which is largely due to the fact 
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that our schools are being constantly supplied with a better 
grade of teachers, which you are helping us to provide. 

Educational Department, ) 

State of Florida, ^ 

Tallahassee, Sept. 3, 1896. ) 

Dr. J. L. M. Curry, Agent: 

Dear Sir — I hereby submit my report of the Teachers' 
Summer Training Schools held the present year with the aid 
of the Peabody Fund. 

The schools were conducted, as heretofore, in the most 
liberal and catholic spirit; equal appliances and advantages 
were provided for the two races; both were under the tuition 
of the same conductors — though taught in separate buildings — 
and received the same kind and the same number of hours 
of instruction daily, the conductors alternating in teaching the 
two departments. 

The most dyspeptic or prejudiced growler could find no 
fault or grounds for charging that any discrimination was 
made in the character, quantity or valuj of instruction given 
to either race. 

The conductors of each school were selected on the basis 
of their scholarship, skill, and successful experience as 
teachers, and are reputed to be among the best, if not the 
best, wnthin the State. In nativity and education they repre- 
sent sixteen different Statf»s and educational institutions 
wnthin the United States, while one was European in birth 
and education. 

It may be said here with propriety that the criticisms of 
certain of the press of the country charging discrimination 
in the educational opportunities presented negroes in this 
State are entirely without foundation. In fact, there is no 
State in the South where the negro teachers are so well paid 
or where so much money, labor and interest are expended to 
improve the scholarship and character of the negro teachers. 
There is no State in the South where there is a greater 
number of schools for negro children as compared with the 
negro population. No State in the Union expends so much 
per capita of its entire population for nego education. 

The work of the Summer Schools is keenly appreciated 
both by teachers and people; the first is attested by the fact 
that the percentage of the teachers of the State that attend 
these schools for the space of two months each year is 
larger than the attendance upon similar institutions by the 
teachers of any State in the Union; the second is proven by 
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the amounts readily contributed by so many different com- 
munities to secure the location of one of these schools. 

The results of the Summer School work in Florida lead me 

to sav, that I believe it would be unwise for the Trustees^ 

» __ 

of the Peabodv Fund to close the trust and distribute the 
fund for gwieral educational purposes, as they have the option 
to do. My opinion is that it would be best to continue the 
trust and use the fund — as now — in educating young teachers 
in normal schools and in encouraging the establishment 
within the beneficiary States Summer Schools for the better 
training of illy-prepared teachers who have already entered 
public school work. 

It is generally conceded in this State by both the friends^ 
and foes of public education that the Summer Schools, co- 
operating with our examination system, have exerted a 
wonderful influence in elevating the public schools. Through 
them the teachers have caught the inspiration of the movement, 
and not only readily consent to become docile students, but are 
earnestly reading and aspiring to reach a higher stratum in 
their profession. 

This intensified interest on the part of teachers is causing- 
public education to take deeper root in the affections of all 
the people, and it is putting it sufficiently conservative to say, 
that the condition of the public schools is as salutary as it is- 
possible for it to be under the present financial condition of 
the State. More money is our greatest need, and we cannot 
reasonably expect greater school revenues until the aggregate 
wealth of the State is larger. School taxes are cheerfully 
paid. The direct school levy, combining State, county and 
district taxes, is larger in Florida than in any Southern Stat \ 
and the millage is greater than is levied in a large majority 
of the States of the Union. Besides the poll-tax and the 1 
mill State tax, most of the counties in Florida levy a 5 
mill school tax, the maximum constitutional limit; in addi- 
tion to this, many school districts in many counties levy a 
special district tax of il mills for the use of the schools^ 
within the district. 

It will thus be seen that many school districts within the 
State, besides the poll-tax, pay in the aggregate an ad valorum 
tax of nine mills for the public schools, a large majority of the 
counties pay six mills, and no tax-payer in any county escapes 
with less than 2Lfour'7niU tax for public education. 

The one thousand dollars donated by you for the Summer 
Schools of this year enabled me to use it as leverage in 
stimulating the contribution of a sufficient sum to estabfish seven 
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of these schools, one at each of the following places and with 
the conductors named: 

Pensaoola — Dr. C. P. Walker, Professors John J. Earl and 

William E. Kniblce. 
Tallahassee — Rev. F. Pasco (Harvard University) and Pro- 
fessors W. H. Demilly and J. M. Attaway. 
Live Oak — Professors J. 11. Fulks, Miss Clem Hampton, 

William P. Leggett and Mrs.Lotta H. Stephens. 
Green Cove Springs — Professors Tom F, McBeath, D. L. 

Ellis (Peabody Normalite), H. E.Bennett (Pea- 
body Normalite), and Miss Buella Davenport. 
Leesburg — Professors J. M. Guilliams, H. E. Graham (Pea- 
body Normalite), J. J. Welty, J. L. Boone and 
Miss Bessie B. Phillips. 
Bartow — Dr. W. F. Yocum, Professors Arthur Williams and 

Mrs. J. B. Johnston. 
Crawfordville — Prof. W. A. Little. 

The schools at Live Oak and Bartow opened May 11th, the 
others June 8th. All continued eight weeks except the one at 
Tallahassee, seven^ and the one at Crawfordville, su\ 

Only a sufficient amount of funds was raised to continue the 
last five schools six weeks, but the conductors at Tallahassee 
cheerfully gave one extra week ; those at Pensacola gave the 
seventh week, and their generosity moved the School Board 
to pay them for the eighth week ; three of the conductors at 
Green Cove Springs readily gave the seventh week, the eighth 
was paid for by the County School Board and myself. 

attendance. 

The attendance at each of these schools, as reported by the 
principals, was as follows: 

SCHOOLS. white teachers, negro teachers. 

Pensacola 80 25 

Tallahassee 38 39 

Live Oak 62 53 

Green Cove Springs .... 57 25 . 

Leesburg 73 19 

Bartow 102 

Crawfordville 31 .... 

totals 413 161 

Total both races, 604. 

The average attendance of the four schools reporting this 
item waa over 80 per cent of the enrollment. 
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COST OF THE KCHOOLfi. 

Dr, 

To Peabody donation $1,000 00 

To, amounts subscribed by ten counties 1,605 00 

Total .• $2,605 00 

Cr, 

By printing and postage $ 26 25 

By amounts to Dr. C. P. Walker and W. A. Little 

(deficit of last year) 175 00 

By salaries of teachers at Pensacola 875 00 

By salaries of teachers at Tallahassee 352 50 

By salaries of teachers at Live Oak 540 00 

By salaries of teachers at Green Cove Springs 360 00 

By salaries of teachers at Leesburg 435 00 

By salaries of teachers at Bartow 413 75- 

By salaries of teachers at Crawfordville 112 50 

Total expenditure $2,790 00 

Believing that our next Legislature will make an appropria- 
tion to aid in the prosecution of this Summer School work^ 
thanking yourself and the Trustees for the help Florida has 
already received from the Fund, and praying for its continu- 
ance in the future, I have the honor to be. 

Yours sincerely, 

WILLIAM N. SHEATS, 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

STATE teachers' ASSOCIATIONS, COUNTY TEACHERS' SCHOOLS- 

AND INSTITUTES. 

The very eager and large attendance at State Teachers'" 
Associations, County Institutes and Teachers' Schools held 
tinder the auspices of counties, is the most encouraging feature 
in our whole school system. From all reports examined, I 
believe it is safe to make the statement that a larger percent- 
age of the teachers of the State attend these gatherings than 
in any State in the Union. On some years 50 per cent of all 
the teachers met in the two State Associations held by white 
and negro teachers. This argues interest on the part of the 
teachers, and means professional improvement. 

This large attendance is rendered possible and is greatly- 
due to the liberal rates^ which have ranged from ^ to 1 cent 
a mile each way, given by the railroads of the State. 
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I do not know a State except our own where a better rate 
i^ secured for this purpose than one or one and a hcdf ftdl 
rate. 

Nearly every county has its regularly organized Teachers' 
Associations or County Institute, meeting monthly or oftener. 
In many counties the teachers hold Monthly District In^^i- 
tutes. In addition' to these there are many Teachers' Schools 
held annually under county auspices for one and two months. 
The mere mention of these facts bespeaks an interest and pre- 
sents a hopeful outlook beyond anything else I am able to 
report. 

ARBOR DAY. 

No statistics are presented of the work of Arbor Day, as 
heretofore, because there was such a falling oft' in the results 
of the day in 1895, and the schools had not sufficiently recov- 
"Cred from the derangement to make anything like as favor- 
^able a showing in 189G as formerly. You will remember, 
Oovernor, that you, as late as the 26th day of December in 
1894, to satisfy the request of some one to celebrate the Bat- 
tle of New Orleans on this day, by proclamation set apart 
January 8th as Arbor Day, thereby changing the time from 
the first Friday in February, as it had been fixed by regula- 
tion of the State Board of Education. 

The change was well enough, but the schools were then in 
Christmas vacation, and the week following the teachers were 
assembled in State Association, ample notice was not received 
by them to make preparation for the celebration of the day. 
The result was that reports were very meager. The year fol- 
lowing the time was changed back to February, when the re- 
sults were better, but in consequence of the short school term, 
and many schools opening earlier than usual, a large number 
had closed before Arbor Day came. 

Since the change in the school year and the consequent 
earlier opening of schools, it may be found necessary to adopt 
an Autumn Arbor Day in order to catch the schools in session. 
This matter will be determined after another ardent appeal on 
my behalf to revive interest in the celebration of this anni- 
versary. 

ELECTION OF COUXTY SCHOOL BOARDS. 

It is my candid opinion that the election of the members 
of County School Boards by the people is generally approved, 
causes less friction, and gives as good Boards as were secured 
under the old appointive system. It is certainly less annoying 
to the State Superintendent and Board of Education. 
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A REFORMATORY SCIKjOL. 



One school is yet needed to complete the State's system of 
education that is a Reformatory School. Hut as it is reported 
that this matter is to be urged by another department of State, 
argument in favor of it is withheld here. 

STATE COCRSE OF STUDY. 

As the recommendation and argument for the necessity of 
a State Course of Study being provided for by the Legisla- 
ture, was made in my last report, the matter will not be 
treated of again, further than to say that the State Teachers' 
Association and County Superintendents' State Convention, 
both passed resolutions praying the Legislature to make pro- 
vision for the adoption of a course of study uniform through- 
out the State, and yet flexible in its enforcement. A com- 
mittee was appointed by the former body to wait upon the 
Legislature in regard to the matter, and for this reason, also, 
the subject will not be further discussed. 

THE SUB-DISTRICT LAW. 

Too much has been accomplished under the operations of 
this law and too many communities are basing their hopes up- 
on it for the future for it not to be put in better shape on our 
statute books, all friction and confusion ought to be removed 
from its admmistration. All educational bodies of teachers and 
school officers have endorsed it, and asked for the perfection of 
the law. As it now stands on the statutes it is not Constitu- 
tionaHn all its provisions. It is my opinion that all confusion 
would be removed in the execution of this law, if the duties 
of Trustees were more clearly defined, their relation to other 
officers definitely stated, and the assessment and collection of 
these local taxes were authorized to be made by the Trustees, 
one of their number being elected assessor and collector, and 
he authorized to. make a transcript from the assessor's book of 
the property embraced in his school district, then to run out his 
own assessments and the collection of the tax by him authorized 
and made mandatory. It certainly would be a great relief to 
county assessors and collectors to be relieved of the annoyance 
of separate district raatteis. 
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8TATE INSTITUTIONS. 

Under this head will be found reports from each of the 
schools supported in whole or in part by legislative appropria- 
tion for higher education. 

These reports all speak for themselves, and indicate a very- 
healthy condition in that branch of the State's educational 
system. 

As far as my own observation goes, I would say, without 
discrimination, that each is doing very satisfactory work. 

If criticism be admissible, it would be to say, that some of 
them are not putting forth commendable efforts to increase 
their patronage. This is likely to remain the case so long as 
positions in the faculty of these institutions are not more largel7 
filled by citizens of the State. 

The State finds herself, in regard to her institutions for 
higher education, in the condition of a poor man with more 
children than he can provide for, yet each is the object of his 
special affections and he cannot decide which one could be 
spared. 

It would have been wiser at the outset, if the attempt had 
^ not been made to foster so many institutions f ot higher educa- 
tion, all competing for the same patronage. But it would be 
folly to agitate combination at this late day ; the best possible 
must be done for all with the assurance that the patronage 
and resources of the State, under the advancing public schools^ 
will grow commensurate with the number of such institutions. 

Of course, ample provision will be made for the maintenance 
of the Institute for the Blind, Deaf and Dumb ; no one will 
oppose providing liberally for that class of unfortunates. 

While it is hoped that proper maintenance will be furnished 
each of these institutions, it is specially urged upon the Legis- 
lature to appropriate more liberally than ever for the State 
Normal Colleges. Their work is more intimately connected 
with the success of the public schools ; and in addition to pro- 
vis on for increase in the faculty of one of them, there is im- 
perative need that provision should be made for buildings at 
both, especially for a Boys' Dormitory for the Normal School 
for whites at DeFuniak Springs. 

The necessity for these demands will be presented to the 
Legislature at the proper time. 
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EAST FLORIDA SEMINARY. 

I Qainebvillb, Florida. 
Hon. W. N. Sheats, State Superintendent of Public Instruction^ 
Tallahassee, Fla.: 

Dear Sib — In compliance with your request, I submit the 
following report of tlie atfairs of East Florida Seminary for 
the two annual sesaions ending respectively May 29, 1895, 
and May 26,1896 : 

Session 1894-1895. 

1. Enrollment — Male students, 50j female students, 38; 
total, 83. 

Resident students, 47; non-resident, 41; total, 88. 
{The non- resident students represented eleven counties of 
Florida and three States other than Florida.) 
Numher of graduates, eight; male, 5; female, 3. 

2. Curriculum— The: branches of study for session '94-'9S 
were grouped under the following departments : 
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(a) Mathenaatics : comprising Arithmetic, Algebra, Plane 
Geometry, Commercial Arithmetic, Hook-keeping, Drawings 

(b) l^hysical Science: coriiprising Political and Descriptive 
Geography, Physical Ge«'graphy, Physiology and Hygiene^ 
Physics and Chemistry. 

(c) History und English Lanouage: comprising History of 
the United States, English Grammar, Rhetoric and Compo- 
sition. 

{d) Latin Langu:ige : comprising a two yf ars' course ii> 
Latin. 

(e) Military Science and Tactics: comprising Principles of 
Military Scie ace, and the tactics of two arms of .the> 
service. 

3. Academic Board — Edwin P. Cater, A. M., Superinten- 
dent, Mathematics -and Latin. 

N. H. Barnes, First Lieutenant U. S. Navy (retired), Com- 
mandant, Military Science, Natural Science. 

Wilbur L. Floyd (Graduate 8. C. Militar}*^ Academy)^ 
English Language J^nd Literature. 

T. S. Lucas (Eleve U. S. Military Academ}^), History^ 
Geography. ^ 

4. Finances — (a) Income from all sources: 

January, interest on bonds $1,754 50 

July, 1895, interest on bonds 1,149 00 

Appropriation for first six months '95. 1,000 00 

Seminary fees of all sorts 1,057 57— $4,961 Ot 

{h) Expeiiditnre: 

Salaries, including treasurer's $3,650 00 

Janitor and scavenger 275 00 

Incidental expenses 213 29 

Paid on debt 822 78— $4,961 Ot 

Session 1895-1896. 

1. Enrollment, — Male students, 46; female students, 54;. 
total, 100. 

Resident students, male, 20; female, 43; total, 63. 
Non-resident students, male, 26; female, 11; total, 37. 
(The non-resident students represent ten counties of Flor- 
ida, and four states other than Florida.) 

2. Curriculum, — For session 1895-^96, the Board of Ed- 
ucation changed the curriculum by dropping the lowest class- 
of the previous session and adding one year's higher work ^ 
thus raising the grade of the academic work. In conse- 
quence of these changes, there were no graduates for 1896. 

The branches of study were grouped under the following: 
heads : 
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(a) Mathematics: comprising Arithmetic, Algebra, Plane 
Geometry, Plane Trigonometry, Plane Surveying, Commer- 
cial Arithmetic, Book-keeping, Drawing, Mensuration. 

(d) Science: comprising Political and Descriptive Geog- 
raphy, Physical Geography, Physiology and Hygiene, 
Physics, Chemistry, Zoology, Botany, Civil Government, 
Pedagogy, and Mental Science. 

(c) History and English Language: comprising History of 
the United States, General History, English Grammar, 
Rhetoric, Literature, Elocution, Composition. 

{d) Latin Language: comprising a three year's course in 
Latin. 

(e) Military Science and Tactics: comprising Principles 
ot Military Science, and the tactics of two arms of the service, 

3. Academic Board — Edwin P. Cater, Superintendent, 
Mathematics and Latin. 

Chas. H. Cabanjss, Jr., First Lieutenant TJ. S. Army, 
(retired) Commandant, Military Science and Matural 
Science. 

W. L. Floyd (Graduate S. C. Military Academy), English 
Language and Literature. 

T. S. Lucas (Eleve U. S. Military Academy), History and 

Geography. 

W. F. Yocum, A. M., D. D., Psychology and Pedagogy. 

4. Finances. 

(a) Income from all sources: 

January, 1896, interest on bonds $1,754 60 

Appropriation for 1895-'99 2,000 00 

July, 1896, interest on bonds 1,149 00 

Seminary fets 450 10— $353,5 60 

(5) Expenditures: 

Salaries (as below) $4,010 00 

Janitor and scavenger 240 00 

Repairs 1,025 00 

Incidental account 78 60 — $5,353 60 

The salaries were apportioned as follows : Superinten- 
dent, $1,200; Commandant, $900; Major Floyd, $800; Maj. 
Lucas, $800; Dr. Yocum, $240; Treasurer, $50; Elocu- 
tionist, $20. 

The repairs, were painting the barracks building, and 
putting new fences around the entire grounds. 

(c) Expenses of Annual Session : 

Incidental fee paid at entrance, $5; [Jan.,! $5 $ 10 00 

Books and stationery, about 6 00 

Uniform outfit — one half at entrance, one-half Feb. . 25 00 
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Board, October 5 to June 3, excluding Christmas 

vacation 88 00 

Washing and fuel, about 15 00 

Total ; $144 00 

Board, as above estimated, inclu(le8 room rent, room fur- 
niture complete, table board and gas bills. 

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS. 

(a) Academic Buildings — This building is of brick, two- 
stories high, and contains a large assembly room, library and 
store room, and four roomy and well arranged class rooms. 
All the rooms are furnished with modern furniture and educa- 
tional appliances. 

(6) Barracks or Pomitory — This building is of wood, well 
arranged and commodious, and is the home of instructors and 
nonresident cadets. 

(c) Cost — The entire cost of the academic building, in- 
cluding furniture was paid by the town of Gainesville; the 
barracks was built and furnished by the State. 

(d) Board — Table board is supplied at the moderate cost 
of $10.00 per scholastic month. 

(e) 'Repairs — The assembly room of the academic building 
is badly in need of repairs and ouurht to be re plastered. The 
other rooms are in good repair. The barracks building is in 
fairly good condition. 

INCOME. 

The income of East Florida Seminary is less than that of 
either of the other State Institutions, and is not sufficient to 
keep the school up to its present high grade. 

It is therefore to be hop.^d that the Legislature of 1897 will 
continue the appropriations made by ihe Legislature of 
1891-'93. A very slight investigation will show that this 
Seminarv has made excellent returns to the State for all 
moneys expended upon it. Its students continue to do credit 
to themselves and their Alma Mater in many places of useful- 
ness and influence, and especially are they doing good work 
in the public schools. 

The following letter lately received from Superintendent 
Holl®way, of Alachua county, will attest the last statement r 

"Having been in a position for a number of years where it 
is necessarily incumbent upon me to pass upon the relative 
merits of teachers coming from the various educational insti- 
tutions of the State, it affords me pleasure to say that the 
graduates of the East Florida Seminary have been uniformly 



73 

successful, not only in grade of examination, but in the effi- 
ciency of the work done in the schoolroom, proving them- 
selves firm disciplinarians, and earnest, efficient instructors.*' 

Students from this Seminary were successful in the late 
competitive examinations for appointments to West Point and 
Annapolis. 

The Military Department has furnished many of the most 
efficient officers of the State Troops, and the two officers so 
highly complimented by the Inspecting Officer of the U. S. 
Army received their military training at this school. 

PRESENT GRADE OF EAST FLORIDA SEMINARY. 

At the meeting in May, 1896, the Board of Education 
made radical changes in the curriculum ot the school, 
dropping all strictly preparatory studies, and adding higher 
branches, so that the institution is now on a strictly collegi- 
ate basis. The higher grade ma}' have a tendency at first to 
lower the attendance rate, but will in the end greatly increase 
the usefulness of the school. 

ESTIMATED FINANCIAL STATUS AT CLOSE OF SESSION l896-'97. 

For purposes of reference, I append the following state- 
ment: 

Warrants outstanding I 109 91 

Salaries to July 1, 1897 1,850 00— $1,951 91 

Cash on hand $ 354 73 

July, 1897, interest on bonds 1,149 00—11,503 73 

Showing a deficit of 1456.18. 

APPROPRIATION NEEDED. 

It is to be hoped that the Legislature of 1897 will make as 
liberal appropriations as possible for the State schools, and 
that these appropriations will be made in such a way as not 
to give one school an advantage over others in the matter of 
securing attendance of students. 

In conclusion, it is gratifying to be able to report that not- 
withstanding the advanced requirements, the attendance for 
the present session, 1896-97, is almost up to that of preceding 
sessions, and that good work is being done by both instruc- 
tors and students. 

Very trulv yours, 

EDWiisr p. CATER, 
R. A. Lancaster, Supt. E. F. Seminary. 

President. 
W. R. Thomas, 

Seo'y Executive Committee. 



SEMINARY WEST OF THE SUWANNEE. 

Tallahassee, Flokida. 

Hon. W, N. Sheats, State Superi?de?i('^ent of Public Instruction^ 
Tallahassee^ Fla, : 

Dear Sir — In compliance with your request of recent 
date, I herewith submit a report of the Seminary West ot the 
Suwannee River, for the last two scholastic years, da^ing^ 
from February, 1894, when my last report was presented. 
My aim shall be lo show in a general way the scope and 
character of the work done, and some of the results attained, 
as well as to point out some ot the special needs of the in- 
stitution. 

Our faculty is the same in number as two years ago, al- 
though its personnel is somewhat different. It is comprised 
of well qualified and experienced teachers, each having the 
special preparation needed to do vigorous and effective 
work in his or her departmt nt. Its members with their de- 
partments of instruction are as follows : 

A. F. Lewis, A. M., President, History, Politicnl Science 
and Philosophy. 

Miss Elizabeth Bangs, A. B., Latin and French. 

J. A. Arbuckle, A. B., Natural Science and Commercial 
Branches. 

A. A. Murphree, A. B., Mathematics and Elocution. 

Miss Mallie Dyer, A. Ji., English and German. 

W. S. Whiteman, Jr., A. B., Greek, and the Preparatory 
Department. 

Under the joint charter of the Seminaries East and West 
of the Suwannee River, and substquent acts ot the State 
Legislature, it would be competent for the Board of Educa- 
tion of the Seminary to organize and maintain a university^ 
had they the means at their disposal, but in view of the lim- 
ited income of the institution, and of the fact that in the past 
few years special schools for technical training have been 
founded by the Legislature, they propose to limit the scope 
of instruction in the Seminary, mainly to high school and 
collegiate courses adapted to the purposes of general educa- 
tion, having the question of development in other directions^ 
indicated in its charter to the wisdom of future Legitlatures^ 
In this field as a classical and literary college, it stands ii^ 
the front rank of the State's educational institutions, offer- 
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ing a fall coarse in both the ancient classic languages, Latin 
and Greek; in French and German, in Mental and Moral 
Science, and in Civics and International Law, while it offers 
Btrong courses in Mathematics, Physical Science, Economics, 
History and English. 

A synopsis of the Bachelor of Arts course, which has not 
been given in any previous report, is as follows : 

BACHELOR OF ARTS COURSE.* 

FRESHMAN YBAB — FIRST TERM. 

English — Rhetoric; Composition; Study of English Mas- 
terpieces. Mathematics — Highei Algebra. History — Study 
of the History and Institutions of Greece. Latin — Caesar, 
two books; Cicero^s Oration pro Milone; Grammar; Exer- 
cises in Prose Composition. Greek — Grammar; Exercises in 
Prose Composition. French — Grammar and Exercises. 

SECOND TERM. 

English — Rhetoric; Composition; Study of English Mas" 
terpieces. Mathematics — Geometry of the Plane. His- 
tory — Study of the History and Institutions of Rome. 
Latin — YirgiPs ^Eneid; Grammar; Exercises in Prose Com- 
position. Greek — Grammar; Exercises; Xenophon's Anab- 
asis, Book 1. jPVenc^— Grammar and" Exercises; Easy Prose 
Selections. 

SOPHOMORE YEAR — FIRST TERM. 

History — Study of the Middle Ages. Mathematics — 
Solid Geometry. /Siczence— Chemistry. Latin — Select Ora- 
tions of Cicero; Liv}'^; Advanced Grammar and Composi-* 
tion. Greek — Xenephon's Anabasis and Hellenica; Ad- 
vanced Grammar and Composition. Elocution — Lectures 
and Recitations twice a *week; Essays and Declamations 
once a month. French — Advanced Grammar and Exercises 
Selections from Standard Authors in Prose and Yerse. 

SECOND TERM. 

History — Study of the Modern Era. Mathematics — Plane 
Trigonometry. Science — Chemistry. Latin — Selections 
from the Satires or Epistles of Horace; Latin Prosedy. 
Greek — Selections from Herodotus or Plutarch; Homer's 
Odyesey; Advanced Grammar and Composition. Elocu- 
tion — Lectures and Recitations twice a week; Essays and 

*French and German maj' be studied instead of Greek in this 
course — French in the Freshman and Sophomore years, and Ger 
man in the Junior and Senior j-ears. 
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Declamations once a month. French — Advanced Grammar 
and Exercises; Selections from Standard Authors in Prose 
and Verse. 

JUNIOR TEAR — FIRST TERM. 

Philosophy— P^yQhology. Mathematics — Spherical Trig- 
onometry, Mensuration and Surveying. Science — Physics. 
Latin — Tacitus' Germania and Agricola; Latin Idioms. 
Greek — Lysias; Greek Idioms. Elocution — Original 
Speeches. German- Grammar and Exercises. 

SECOND TERM. 

Philosophy — Logic. Mathematics — Analytical Geom- 
etry. Science — Physics. Latin — Comedies of Terence. 
Latin Literature. G^ree^— Demosthenes; Greek Literature; 
Elocution — Original Speeches. German — Grammar and 
Exercises; Graded Selections. 

SENIOR YEAR — FIRST TERM. 

English — The Study of the Literature of the Language. 
Philosophy — Political Economy. Science — Geology. 
Latin — Selections from Juvenal and Plauius. Greek — 
Homer's Illiad; Greek Prosody. German — Advanced Gram- 
mar and Exercises; Selections from Standard Authors. 

SECOND TERM. 

English — The Study of the Literature of the Language 
Philosophy— EihiQ^, Political Science — International Law 
and Constitutional Government. Science — Astronomy. 
Greek — Plato's Crito and Apology; Sophocles or Euripides. 
German — Advanced Grammar and Exercises; Selections 
from Standard Authors. 

The Bachelor of Letters Course is similar to this except, that 
it requires only one language throughout the course, Latin 
for four years, or French and German for two years each. 

To furnish a thorough preparation for these courses, and to 
provite a good elementary education for those who cannot for 
any reason go further; the following Preparatory and High 
School Courses are offered : 

PREPARATORY CLASS. 

First Term — Elementary English Grammar and Composi- 
tion; Practical Arithmetic; Descriptive Geography; United 
States History; Writing and Spelling. 

Second Term — Elementary English Grammar and Compo- 
sition; Practical Arithmetic; Elementary Elocution; United 
States History; Writing and Spelling. 
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SECOND CLASS — CLASSICAL COURSE. 

First 7erm— English Grammar and CompositioD; Complete 
Arithmetic; Latin Grammar and Ext^icises; English History; 
Writing and Spelling. 

Second Term — English Grammar and Composition; Com- 
plete Arithmetic; Latin Gtammar and Exercises; Element ary 
Civics; Writing and Spelling. 

FIRST CLASS— CLASSICAL COURSE. 

First Term — English Analysis and Composition; Elemen- 
tary Algebra; Latin Grammar, Composition and Reader* 
Physiology; Drawing. 

Second Tarm — Elementary Rhetoric and Composition; 
Elementary Algebra; Latin Grammar and Composition and 
First and Second Books of Ccesar; Botany; Drawing. 

SECOND CLASS — BUSINESS CO.URSB. 

First Term — English Grammar and Composition; Complete 
Arithmetic; Physical Geography; English History; Writing 
and Spelling. 

Second Term — English Grammar and Composition; Com- 
plete Arithmetic; Elementar}' Zoology; Elementary Civics; 
Writing and Spelling. 

FIRST CLASS — BUSINESS COURSE. 

I'\rst Term — English Analysis and Composition; Elemen- 
tary Algebra; Book-Keeping; Physiology; Drawing. 

Second Term — Elementary Rhetoric and Composition 
Elementary Algebra; Book-Keeping and Commercial Law;- 
Botany; Drawing. 

FIRST CLASS — NORMAL COURSE. 

The studies of this class during the Second High School 
Class are the same as those of the Classical or the Business 
Course. In the First High School-Class the iollowin^ 
may be taken in lieu of Latin, or Physical Geography and 
Elementary Zoology or in addition to these subjects: 

First Term — Pedagogy and School Management. 

Second Term — Practical Class-room Drill and Lectures on 
Teaching. 

The need for our Preparatory Class, which has been 
maintained for the past four years, and is really Grammar 
School work, is found in the fact that it is only through 
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it that the advantages of the Seminary can be extended to 
many who, from causes beyond their control, would other- 
wise not be able to entef our lowest High School Class. 
In order to avoid unnecesBary and expensive duplicate 
teaching, the work of this c'a^s has been lately co-ordinated 
with that of the Graded School of Leon county, so that stu- 
dents finishing the course of that school can enter it without 
further examination. It is to be hoped that a similar arrange- 
ment may soon be made with other county schools, so that 
students from them may regalarly be promoted to the Semi- 
nary without friction and loss of time, and may have the 
opportunity of pursuing a continuous course to graduation. 
We realize, however, that many, from lack of means and other 
causes, will not be able to proceed to a degree, and so the High 
School Department has been amplified by the addition of the 
courses in Commercial Science and Normal Training, and has 
been made quite complete in itself. It furnishes in its Classi- 
cal Course the essentials of a well-rounded English educa- 
tion, and in its special courses (which are not extensive enough 
to be intended to fully supply the place of those offered in 
Business Colleges and Normal Schools) it gives the funda- 
mental technical training needed for practical life and citizen- 
ship. The aim of the college courses is not so much to make 
specialists in any particular department as to furnish that 
broad culture upon which subsequent professionul work, of 
any kind may be built with profit. 

The facilities of the Seminary for profitably conducting 
these courses are fairly good, although these could be profi- 
tably enlarged in many directions. Besides a small well- 
selected reference library, it is provided with improved maps, 
charts, models, instruments and technical apparatus for illus- 
tration and practical instruction in the different subjects. 
The laboratories of physics and chemistry have recently been 
considerably improved, and are now well supplied with all the 
apparatus and materials needed for extensive courses in these 
branches. They could , however, be yet consid erably expanded 
with great usefulness, as could our library. 

Our work for the past two years has moved forwaid in 
muth the same channels as the previous two years, but has 
shown good progress in its improved character and in the 
widening and deepening of its scope. It has also not been 
without expansion in its results as is noticed by our increased 
enrollment, both local and from other places, and by the in- 
creased number of our graduates. There were 110 students 
in attendance during the session of 1895-96; and already this 
year 121 are enrolled, with reasonable prospects that this 

6 
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iitimTjer will be somewhat increased at the middle of the year, 
as is usually the case. Of these, sixiy-tive are young ladies 
and filly -six are young men. Thfey constitute a promising * 
body of students and are susceptible of great service to them- 
• selves and the states the}' represent. The larger area from 
which the students of the Seminary are being drawn is shown 
by the fact that during the past two years eleven counties of 
Florida and ihree other States have been represented by 
them. The ratio of attendance of students from other 
counties to local students has especially increased during the 
present term, fully twenty per cent, of the attendance being 
from adjoining counties. • 

Ano'.her indication of enlarging usefulness is found in the 
increase of the number of students in the upper classes who 
<5omplete their course and go forward to a degree. In the 
past two years, eight graduates have received the diploma of 
the Seminary, five taking the degree of Bachelor of Letters, 
and three that of Bachelor of Arts. We are confident that 
they will compare quite favorably in attainments with the 
alumni of the average Southern college. While our standard 
of graduation is comparatively high and is strictly enforced, 
And we desire to be known rather for the thoroughness of our 
work than the number ot our graduates, it is encouraging 
to know that an increasing number are able to avail them- 
selves of the full benefits of the Seminary. The young peo- 
ple of Florida, from lack of means if for no other reason, 
must largely depend upon her own schools, especially her 
State Institutions, for their higher education. If we are to 
have these schools, and we surely need them, they should 
•certainly be made as good as possible, and their full benefits 
should be brought within the reach of as many as possible. 
The courses of the Seminary have been planned, and its man- 
agement conducted, with a view to accommodate as far as its 
means would allow, the true needs of those who have a right 
to look to it for training. We are confident that, if their 
means of living could be cheapened somewhat, many 
students alrea<ly here would be able to continue their 
courses to much g»eaber length, and others from other parts 
of the State would be able to obtain for themselves the ad- 
vantages of the Seminary, from which, for lack of means, 
they are now debarred. A neat and commodious dormitory, 
mentioned in our last report as one of the great wants of the 
institution, has not yet been supplied, and is still greatly 
needed. It would doubtless speedily remove the largely 
local character of the school, besides greatly enlarging its 
usefulness. In it, board could be furnished at more reason- 
able rates than can now be obtained in private families, and 
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much belter supervision could be secured over the conduct 
and habits of the students — an object greatly lo be desired. 
The patronage of the Seminary is now good, but it could 
accommodate many more students, especially in its upper 
classes, and it is to be hoped that the time is soon coming 
when public munificence shall supply the means needed lo 
make its present facilities available for many who are now 
<leprived of them. 

Respectfully submitted, 

A. F. LEWIS, 

President. 
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STATE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE. 

^o?i. W. jV! Sheats^ State Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion^ Tallahassee^ Fla.: 

Sir — It affords us pleasure to report that the Florida State 
Agricultural College at Lake City continues to make progress 
in all its work. We have a fine body of students who are 
faithful in their duties; the health of all has been excellent; 
tibe moral atmosphere is wholesome; the progress in studies 
has been encouraging. 

During the year 1894-5 the attendance reached the number 
of two hundred and five, (205), the highest in the history of 
the college. P^ven the great freezes of December '94 and 
February '95 made but slight reduction in attendance. Dur- 
ing the year 1895-6 the enrollment was two hundred and 
three (208), only two less than the preceding year, although 
the hard times were more severe than for vears. This attend- 
-ance indicates that the P^lorida people are appreciating the 
Very superior advantages offered by our college for the educa- 
tion of youth. 

The faculty includes nineteen (19) members, of whom four- 
teen (14) are men, and five (5) are women, The work of all 
is of a high character. 

The College Mess Hall has given satisfactory service. For 
the small sum of IIO.OO a month, we are giving a table that is 
abundantly supplied with wholesome, well-cooked food. In 
the Mess Hall are employed one woman and four men. A 
small laundry has been established during the past year which 
does the laundry work for the kitchen, dining-room, and bath 
room. The equipment of the kitchen, pantries, and 'dining- 
room has been greatly improved during the past two years, 
partly by aid of the State appropriation made by the last Leg- 
islature. 

The bath-house, built in the fall of 1895, has proved of great 
service. It has eleven tubs, supplied with cold and hot water, 
where all students get free baths. It adds very much to con- 
venience, comfort, and health. Two janitors and men of all 
work are employed in the care of buildings, firing and running 
the engine for the shops, and draying for the Mess Hall. 

The college has four courses of instructions — the Agricul- 
tural Course, the Mechanical Course, and the Women's Course, 
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all of which lead to the degree of Bachelor of Science; and the- 
Latin- Scientific Course, which leads to the dofljree of Bachelor 
of Arts. These courses are each four years in length, and are 
equivalent in difficulty and in honor. 

The following are the studies of these four courses: 
COURSE OF INSTRUCTION. 



AGRICULTUKAL COUKSE FRESHMAN YEAR. 

Fall Term — English, 5; Mathematics, 5; Physics, 2; Draw- 
ing, 3; Military; Laboratory work in Physics, 3; Laboratory 
work in Wood-shop, 2*. 

Winter Term — English, 5; Mathematics, 5; Physics, 2; 
Drawing, 3; Military; Laboratory work in Physics, 3; Labora- 
tory work in Wood-shop, 2. 

Spring Term — English, 5; Mathematics, 5; Agriculture, 3; 
Botany, 2; Military; Laboratory work in Wood-shop, 2; Lab- 
oratory work in Botany, 1; Laboratory work in Agriculture, 1^ 

SOPHOMORE YEAR. 

Fall Term — Mathematics, 5; Chemistry, 3; English, 2; Bot- 
any, 2; Agriculture, 3; Military; Laboratory work in Chemistry, 
2; Laboratory work in Botany, 2; Laboratory work in Agricul- 
ture, 1. 

Winter Term — Mathematics, 5; Zoology, 3; Horticulture, 2; 
Chemistry, 3; English 2; Military; Laboratory work in Zoology, 
1; Laboratory work in Horticulture, 1; Laboratory work in 
Chemistry, 2; Laboratory work in Surveying, 1 . 

Spring Term — History and English, 5; Chemistry, 2; Hor- 
ticulture, 3; Mathematics, 5; Military; Laboratory work in 
Chemistry, 3; Laboratory work in Horticulture, 1. 

JUNIOR YEAR. 

Fall Term— History, 5; Physics, 3; Agricultural Chemistry, 
2; German, French, or Spanish, 5; Military;* Loboratory 
work in Physics, 2; Laboratory work in Chemistry, 2; 
Speeches and Essays, 1. 

Winter Term — Physics, 3; Agricultural Chemistry, 2> 
Anatomy and Physiology, 3; English, 2; German, French* 

^Exercises in laboratories continue for two hours. 
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or Spanish, 6; Military; Laboiatory work in Anatomy anJ 
Physiology, 2; Laboratory work in Chemistry, 3. 

Spring Term — Chemistry, v]; Horticulture, 2; Political 
Economy, 4; German, French, or Spanish, 5; Military; Lab- 
oratory work in Chemistry, 2; Laboratory work in HorticuU 
tare, 1; Laboratory work in Ilnglish, 2. 

SENIOR YEAU. 

l*^all Teryn — Physiological Botany, 2; Entomology, 3; 
Psychology, 3; Analytical Chemistry, 2; (ierman, French,, 
or Spanish, 5; Military; Laboratory work in Entomology, 2; 
Laboratory work in l^otany, 1; Laboratory work in English, 2.. 

Winter Term — Geology, 3; Agriculture, 3; Logic, 3; Ana- 
lytical Chemistry, 2; German, P^rench, or Spanish, 5; Mili- 
tary; Laboratory work in Geology, 2: Laboratory work in 
Agriculture, 1; Laboratory work in English, 2. 

Spring Term — Acjriculture, 2; History of English and U* 
S. Constitutions; Ethics, 3; German, French, or Spanish, 5; 
Military; Laboratory work in Agriculture, 1; Laboratory work 
in English, 2; Analytical, 2. 

MECHANICAL (OUKSE FRESHMAN YEAR. 

Fdll Term — English, 5; Geometry, 5; Physics, 2; Drawings 
3; Military; Laboratory work in Physics, 3; Laboratory work 
in Wood-shop, 2. 

Winter Term — English, 5; ^lathematics, 5; Physics, 2;. 
Drawing — Mechanical, 5; Military; Laboratory woik in Physics^ 
3; Laboratory work in Wood- shop, 2. 

Spring Term — English, 5; Mathematics, 6; Drawing — Me- 
chanical, 5; Military; Laboratory work in Wood-shop, 5. 

SOPHOMORE YEAR. 

Fall Term. — Mathematics, 5; Chemistry, 3; P]nglish, 2; De- 
scriptive Geometry, 5; Military; Laboratory work in Chemis- 
try, 2; Laboratory work in Shop, 3. 

Winter Term — Mathematics, 5; Chemistry, 3; English, 2; 
Mechanical Drawing, 5; Military; Laboratory work in Survey- 
ing, 1; Laboratory work in Chemistry, 2; Laboratory work in 
Shop, 2. 

Spring T^erwi— History and English, 5; Mathematics, 5; 
Chemistry, 2; Mechanical ])rawing, 6; Military; Laboratory 
work in Surveying, 2; Laboratory work in Shcjp, 3. 
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JUNIOR YEAR. 



Fall Term — Physics, 3; Mechanical Drawing, 5; Analjtioal 
Geometry, 5; German, ^rench, or Spanish, 5; Military; TiSlv 
oratory work in Physics, 2; Laboratory work in English, I; 
Laboratory work in Shop, 2. 

Winter Term — Physics, 3; English, 2; Mechanical Drawingv 
8; Calculus, 5; German, or F'rench, or Spanish, 5; Military» . 
Laboratory work in Physics, 2; Laboratory work in Shop, 2. . \ 

Spring Term — Calculus, 5; Political Economy, 4; Germani 
French, or Spanish, 5; Military; Laboratory work in Shop, 
2; Laboratory work in Mechanical Drawing, 5; Laboratorj i - 
work in English, 1. . ': 

SENIOR YEAR. 

Fall Term — Steam Engine, Hydraulics, 3; Mechanics, 5; 
Seninor Drawing, 5; German, French, or Spanish, 6; Mili- 
tary; Laboratory work in Shop, 2; Laboratory work in Steam 
Engine, 1; Laboratory work in English, 2. 

Winter Term — Electricity, Machine Design, 5; Senior Draw- 
ing, 5; Mechanics, 3; German, French, or Spanish, 5; Mili- 
tary; Laboratory work in Electricity, 1; Laboratory work in 
Shop, 2; Laboratory work in English, 2. 

Spring Term — Thermodynamics, 2; History of English aiid , k^' 
U. S. Constitutions, 5; Senior Drawing, 5; German, French, i] 
or Spanish, 5; Military, Laboratory work in Shop, 2; Labora- ^t' 
tory work in Thermodynamics, 1; Laboratory work in En- • 
glish, 2. 

LATIN-SOIENTIFIC COURSE FRESHMAX YEAR. 

Fall Term — English, 5; Mathematics, 5; Latin, 5; Draw- 
ing, 3, and Physics, 2; Military; Laboratory work m Physics, 
8. 

Winter Term — English, 5; Mathematics, 5; Latin, 5; Draw- 
ing 3 and Physics, 2; Military; Laboratory work in Physics, 3. v 

•■■* 
Spring Term — English, 5; Mathematics, 5; Latin, 5; Bot- >'. 

any, 2; Military; Laboratory work in Botany,!; Laboratory. - 
work in Shop, 2. ;,' 

SOPHOMORE YEAR. 

Fall Term — Mathematics, 5; Chemistry, 3; English, 2; Bot- 
any, 2; Latin, 5; Military; Laboratory work in Chemistry, 2; 
Laboratory work in Botany, 2. 

Winter Term — Mathematics, 5; Chemistry, 3; English, 2; 
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Zoology, 3; Latin, 5; Military; Laboratory work in Surveying, 
1; Laboratory work in Zoology, 1; Laboratory in Chemistry, 
2. 

Spring Term — History and English, 5; Mathematics, 5; 
Latin, 5; Military; Laboratory work in Surveying, *2; Labora- 
tory w^ork in English, 3. 

JUNIOR YEAR. 

I^all Term — History, 5; Physics, 3 or Analytical Geometry, 
5; Latin or German, 5; French or Spanish, 5; Military; Lab- 
oratory work in Physics, 2. 

Winter Term — Physics, 3, or Mathematics, 5, or Anatomy 
and Physiology, 3; English, 2; Latin or German, 6; French or 
Spanish, 5; Military; Laboratory work in Anatomy and Phys- 
iology, 2; ]^aboratory work in Physics, 2. 

Spring Term — Political Economy, 4; Mathematics, 5, or 
English, 5; Latin or German, 5; French or Spanish, 5; Mili- 
tary; Laboratory w ork in English, 1 . 

SENIOR YEAR. 

Fall Term — English, 3; Psychology, 3; Latin, 2, or Ger- 
man, 6*, French or Spanish, 6; Physiological Botany, 2; Mil- 
itary; Laboratory w^ork in Botany, 1; Laboratory work in En- 
glish, 2. 

Winter Term — English, 3; Geology, 3; Logic, 3; l^atin, 2, 
or German, 5; French or Spanish, 5; Military; Laboratory 
work in Geology, 2; Laboratory work in English, 2. 

Spring Term — Ethics, 3; History of English and U. S. 
Constitutions, 5; Latin, 2; French or Spanish, 5; German, 5; 
Military; Laboratory work in English, 2. 

WOMAN'S COURSE. 

FRESHMAN YEAR. 

Fall Term — English, 5; Mathematics, 5; Drawing, 3; Phys- 
ics, 2; Laboratory work in Wood Carving, 2; Laboratory work 
in Physics, 3. 

Winter Term — English, 5; Mathematics, 5; Drawing, 3; 
Physics, 2; Laboratory work in Wood Carving, 2; Laboratory 
work in Physics, 3. 

* Students taking German, omit Latin and English, but take En- 
glish Laboratory. 
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Spring Term — English, 5; Mathematics, 5; Botany, 2; 
Physics, 3; Laboratory work in Wood Carving, 2; Laboratory 
work in Botany, 1; Laboratory work in Physics, 1. 

SOPHOMORE YEAR. 

Fall Term — English, 5; Mathematics, 5; Chemistry, 3; 
Botany, 2; Laboratory work in Chemistry, 2; Laboratory work 
in Botany, 2. 

Winter Term. — English, 5; Chemistry, 3; Mathematics, 5; 
Zoology, 3; Laboratory work in Chemistry, 2; Laboratory work 
in Zoology, L 

Spring Term — History and English, 5; Mathematics, 5; 
Horticulture, 2; Laboratory work in Horticulture, 1; Labora- 
tory work in English. 2. 

JUNIOR YEAR. 

Fall Term — History, 5; German, 5; Spanish or French, 5; 
Typewriting, 5; Laboratory work in English, 1. 

Winter Tertn — Anatomy and Physiology, 3; German, 5; 
English, 2; Spanish or P>ench,5; Laboratory work in Anatomy 
and Physiology, 2; Laboratory work in English, 2. 

Spring Term — Political Economy, 4; German, 5; Spanish 
or French, 5; Laboratory work in P^nglish, 2. 

SENIOR YEAR. 

Fall Term — English, 3; Spanish, French, or German, 5; 
Psychology, 3; Botany, Physiological, 2; Laboratory English, 
2; Laboratory Botany, 1. 

Winter Term — Geology, 3; Logic, 3; English, 3; Spanish, 
French, or German, 5; Laboratory work in Geology, 2; Lab- 
oratory work in English, 2. 

Spring Term — Ethics, 3; History of English and U. S. 
Constitutions, 5; English, 3; Spanish, French, or German, 5; 
Laboratory work in English, 2. 

Declamations, essays, or original speeches are required 
•every term throughout the course. 

BUSINESS COURSE. 

In addition to these four regular courses of four years in 
length, we have a one-year Business Course, which trains stu- 
dents in those branches specially needed in the commercial 
world. The studies of this course are: 
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FALL TERM. 



Book-keeping — Theory of Accounts, Single Entry; illus- 
trating in three sets, book-keeping for farmers and retail mer- 
chants, with practical work in the use of checks, notes and 
drafts; ^Double Entry — Twelve graded exercises in journaliz- 
ing; Set Four, embracing a complete set of books with drill ioi 
trial balances, admitting partner, closing the ledger and state- 
ments. 

Commercial Arithmetic (three hours per week); Percen- 
tage, Profit and Loss, Discount, Commission, Brokerage, In- 
terest; Commercial Law (two hours per week); Contracts,, 
Negotiable Paper, Personal Property, Agency; English {^y^ 
hours); Penmanship {^\q hours). 

WINTER TERM. 

Book-Keeping^ Double Entry — Six Sets, illustrating the 
business of a lumberman, wholesalers, corporations and manu- 
facturers, and introducing the six column journal, purchase- 
and sales books, special columns and auxiliary ledgers; Gom- 
mercial Arithmetic (three hours); Partial payments, Ratio* 
and Proportion, Foreign and Domestic Exchange, Equation 
of Accounts; Commercial Law (two hcurs); Partnership, Cor- 
porations, Common Carriers, Master and Servant, Landed 
Property; English {l^ye hours); Penmanship (five hours). 

BPRTNa TBRM. 

JBook-keeping^ Double Entry — Commission and Bankings 
Inter-communication; Business Practice; Con^mercial Arith- 
metic {^y^ hours); Partnership Settlements, Savings and Na- 
tional Banks, Storage and Commission, General Average ; 
English (five hours); Penmanship (five hours). 

STEKOGBAPHY, TYPE WRITING, TELEGRAPHY. 

We have also a Course in Stenography, Type Writing and 
Telegraphy, one year long. Its studies are: 

Phonography (Benn Pitman's System); Typewriting; Re- 
porters' Speed Practice; Correspondence; Dictation; Punctu- 
ation; Spelling; Legal Work. 

PIRST TERM. 

Manual of Phonography; Spelling; Punctuation; English; 
Typewriting. 
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SECOND TERM. 



Reporters' Companion; Spelling, Punctuation, etc.; Pho- 
netic Outlines; English; Typewriting; Dictation, including 
Legal Work, Business Correspondence, etc. 



THIRD TERM. 



Dictation, including Business Letters, Legal Work, etc.; 
Speed Practice; Phonetic Outlines; English; Spelling, Punctu- 
ation, etc.; Typewriting. 



PREPARATORY SCHOOL. 



As many of our students come from portions of th'^ State 
where the schools do not give suitable preparatory training it . 
IS thought advisable to maintain at the college a Preparatory 
Course, of one year in length, to train students for the regular 
college classes. The studies of this cours*^ are: 



•COURSE OF STUDY IN THE PREPARATORY 

SCHOOL. 

FALL TERM. 

Arithnetic — Complete, beginning at Percentage; Went- 
worth's Grammar School Arithmetic; Graynmar — Whitney 
and Lock wood's English Grammar; Parallel Reading (re- 
quired of all students of English); Hughes' Tom Brown at 
Rugby, Dickens' Child^s History of England^ Physical 
Geography — Maury's Revised Physical Geography; Latin — 
Collar and Daniell's First Latin Book: JEnglisIi Masterpieces — 
Students who do not study Latin will make a study in class of 
Irving's Sketch Book^ and of Scott's Lady of the Lake, 

WINTER TERM. 

Algebra — Wentworth's First Steps in Algebra; Composi- 
tion — Lockwood's Lessons in English; Parallel Reading — 
The Swiss Family Robinson. Fisk's Washington: and His 
Country (Irving); History — Han sell's History of the United 
States; Latin — Collar and Daniell's First Latin Book; En- 
glish Masterpieces — Students not studying Latin will read 
Whittier's Snow Bound and Dickens' Christmas Carols. 

SPRING TERM. 

Algebra — Wentworth's College Algebra; Composition — ^ 
Lockwood's Lessons in English; Parallel Reading — Scott's 
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i^anhoe; Hawthorne's Wonderbook for Boi/s and Girls% 
Bistory — Hansell's History, complete<l, and Young^s Gov- 
ernment Text Books^ Latin — Collar and Daniell's First Latin 
Book; Gradatim; English Masterpieces — Students not study- 
ing Latin will read Longfellow's Courtship of JSIiles ^Standish; 
Hawthorne's True Stories from New English History. 

Instruction will be given, throughout the year, in penman- 
ship. Students not studying Latin will take a year's course 
in Woodwork, in which they will work in the wood-shop one 
hour a day, under the instruction of an expert worker in wood. 
Compositions and declamations are required in connection 
with grammar and rhetoric. 

A great change has come over the methods of teaching in 
modern times. Rote work is largely giving place to laboratory 
work. The text-book is still used, but it is less important 
than the note-book of the student. The text-book on ana- 
tomy aids the student of anatomy, but the subject on the 
dissecting table is the source whence the student's scalpel, 
guided by the steady hand and the keen eye, reveals to his 
eager brain the mysteries of the animal body. The text-book 
of botany is a repository of facts, but the roots, and stems, 
and leaves, and fruits which are given to the students for ob- 
servation are the real source whence he gets his knowledge of 
botany; and the microscope becomes for him a powerful eye 
to reveal the minute structure of the most delicate tissues. In 
chemistry the text-book is a means of informing the student 
of what others have discovered and of the methods they pur- 
sued, but his knowledge of chemistry is gained by his own 
use of the test-tube, the reagent, the balance, the blow-pipe 
and of all the beautiful apparatus of the modern chemical 
laboratory. 

In the study of language the text-book of grammar is but 
an unimportant aid. The knowledge of language is obtained 
as teacher and student use the language as a living speech, 
and by this use acquire such facility with the foreign tongue 
as will by and by unlock for them the richest expressions of 
oratory and poetry which the genius of foreign people, ancient 
or modern, has reached. An American child, of five years 
old, turned loose in the streets of Berlin, will learn German 
more rapidly and correctly than the mature man can acquire 
it by aid of all the German grammars that ever were written. 
Language learned in this way, in the laboratory, that is in the 
class-rooms of the modern teacher, becomes an instrument of 
practical value. The student can think in the new language. 

7 
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He can appreciate at their full worth the mighty works of 
Vergil and Shakespeare, of Victor Hugo and Cervantes and 
Ooethe. 

This laboratory method is everywhere the method of the 
<'New Education." It is pursued in all departments of the 
great schools of England, Germany, France and the United 
States. In endeavoring to fulfill faithfully the responsible 
trust put into our hands by the Legislature of Florida, we 
have tried to secure professors for the Agricultural College 
whose training, experience and ability would enable them to 
give to the youth of our noble State such education as would 
put them on a par with the youth of any section of the world. 
We believe that we have measurably succeeded. Our teachers 
are workers, they are well trained in modern methods of 
teaching^, and they succeed in training their students. 

MILITARY DEPARTMENT. 

The military department of the college has greatly im- 
proved. In the early part of 1895 we secured the services, as 
Professor of Military Science arfB Tactics and Commandant 

of Cadets, of Lieut. S. A. Smoke of the infantry. 

His work commended him so favorably that he was made 
vice-president of the college at the beginning of the scholastic 
year in 1895, and remained in that capacity until the expira- 
tion of his detail in 1896. He worked in entire harmony with 
the other departments of the college, and put into his work 
the spirit of the honorable soldier and of the cultivated citi- 
zen. We regretted much that the rules of the war depart- 
ment prevented his remaining longer with us. 

RECORDS. 

We have looked carefully after the records of the collge in 
all departments. The financial business has been done with 
care. All the business records are complete and accurate. 
The record of the admission of students, of their scholarship 
and physical condition when admitted and all through their 
course is full. The records of graduation are carefully written 
in books prepared for the purpose and made to last. So that 
if we were to be relieved of our trust, and every person now 
connected with the college should leave, a new board and a 
new faculty would be able to take up the work, well informed 
as to all that has been done, and as to the courses and methods 
we have pursed. 

AGRICULTURAL INSTRUCTION. 

In Florida there is not much demand for instruction in ag- 
riculture in any of its branches. We have provided for such 
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instruction, but the students who desire it are few. Most of 
the students enter other courses. In this experience Florida 
does not stand alone. It has been the same in every state in 
the early history of the agricultural colleges. Today in many 
states the students of agriculture are, in proportion to popula- 
tion, fewer than with us. In a few of the populous states 
where large sums of money have been given by the states or 
by individuals for instruction in agriculture, and where the 
equipment of the department is extensive and costly, tho 
students of agriculture are more numerous. It is only as ag- 
riculture in Florida develops, and young men come to see in 
agriculture the opportunity for an honorable and lucrative 
career, that there will be a large demand for this kind of in- 
struction. 

We can but provide such facilities as we are able, give to 
the few students who desire this knowledge the best instruc- 
tion possible, and wait for the evolution of our State and of 
the agricultural interests of the whole country, which shall by 
and by crowd our halls w'xtix students eager for all the helps 
which science can give as to that occupation which was man's 
first calling, and which is as honorable as any other work. 

MECHANICAL DEPARTMEXT. 

Our mechanical department prospers. We have fostered it in 
every way in our power, and the results are most encouraging. 
The students in this course are about as numerous as our 
present facilities enable us to care for. They are active, 
happy in their work, make good progress. 

GENERAL AIM AND SUGGESTIONS. 

During the time that we have had control of the college we 
have endeavored to put all things into working organic con- 
dition; boards of trustees change; the faculty changes from 
time to time as the emergencies of life compel; but the col- 
lege remains, and the eager youth of Florida will throng its 
halls for many generations to come. If we can start the col- 
lege on such lines of work as will be permanent, and on such 
methods as will insure good results now and as will adapt 
themselves to the changing needs and conditions of the future, 
we hope that time will gather around it all the facilities that 
go to the making of a great seat of learning. In carrying out 
these plans, either by ourselves or any other board of trustees 
in the future, certain needs must be provided for. 

Ist. We should have a good dormitory for women. We 
have admitted women as students to the college, but our f acil- 
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ities for their care and instruction are not as good as they 
should he, not as good as Florida shoukl provide for its daugh- 
ters. The most imperative immediate need is for a good 
dormitory for women, which shall contain not only rooms for 
sleeping, but also a large room for the assembly of women stu- 
dents, and class-rooms for the vomen professors in English, 
German, French, Spanish and Domestic Economy. The 
present class-room for the professor of English is cro\^ ded. 
The class-rooms now used by the professor of German, French 
and Spanish could be economically used for other classes, or 
for other important needs. Instruction in Domestic Economy 
should be an essential part in the education of every woman> 
and we have as yet not been able to do anything in this direc- 
tion, partly from lack of rooms and equipment. 

2d. A good room for the Library, which can also be used 
for a reading room, is an immediate need. This can be se- 
cured either by devoting a suitable room in the women's dorm- 
itory to the library, or by building a new ruom for the profes- 
sor of drawing and adding his room to the library, which now 
adjoins it. The present drawing room is altogether too smalL 
By some of the drawing classes it is so crowded as to make 
good work difficult. 

3d. A Gymnasium, in which, under the guidance of an able 
teacher, the physical education of the young men and women 
can be wisely and systematically carried on, is a need which 
should not be longer neglected. It need not cost much 
money. Its value is above money. 

4th. A point to which it is our duty to call the attention of the 
people of Florida is the need of sufficient land for the use of 
all departments of the college. It is not wise for this State to 
maintain its principal State school for higher instruction on a 
contracted and inferior piece of land. We should have land 
sufficient to give every department of the college room and 
verge enough. The campus should be roomy. It is the 
home-ground of students for whatever length of time they 
remain with us. On the campus they get much of the open 
air exercise which maintains their health; there the sports and 
games in which all youth delight must take place; on some 
portion of it must be the place for the daily military drill; 
somewhere on the college premises must be the ranges for 
target practice and artillery practice; an agricultural college 
needs in the immediate vicinity of the college buildings, a 
generous area for general farm crops; for pasturage and for 
forage crops; for gardens, orchards, groves of fruit and nut 
trees; a botanic garden, and an arboretum into which may 
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gradually be gathered all the trees, shrubs and plants which 
will endure the climate. For all these purposes a large area 
is demanded. The Clemson Agricultural College of South 
Carolina has a farm of 1200 acres. The Mississippi Agricul- 
tural College has a magnificent domain of 1800 acres. It 
certatnly is not wise for us in Florida to remain inactive in 
this matter now, and by so doing hamper the future growth 
of our college. Adjacent to the land now owned by the col- 
lege are pieces of land which have for years been but little 
developed, and which give but small income to their present 
owners. If this land can be purchased from these owners for 
a reasonable sum per acre it should be bought for the college 
without delay. 

USE OF THE APPROPRIATION. 

The college funds which are received from Washington can 
not be used directly or indirectly for the erection or repair of 
buildings. This makes it necessary for all buihling and re- 
pairing to be done with money received from other resources 
than *the government grants. Our buildings at Lake City had 
become very shabby, and many articles of furniture and 
equipment were needed for which the regular funds did not 
suffice. Recognizing this the Legislature of 1895 generously 
made an appropriation of $10,000 for the two years ending 
June 30th, 1897. Of this amount the sum of $7,500.00 has 
been received prior to Jan. 1st, 1897. It has been used in re- 
pairs of buildings, buying furniture for class-rooms and equip- 
ment for laboratories, and in payment of debts amounting to 
about $3,000.00 which had been incurred before we assumed 
the direction of the college. An itemized report of the ex- 
penditure of this appropriation will be made to his Excellency, 
Governor Bloxham, for the information of the Legislature. 
Indeed an itemized report of the expenditure of all the funds 
has been made to the Governor annually. Our college books 
are carefully kept, and are always open to inspection. 

NEW DEPARTMENTS. 

It is our desire to have the college work in every way for 
the advancement of education in Florida. This it should do 
by giving its main effort to the regular collegiate studies, so 
as to give the students who are prepared for such work the 
best advantages. In our opinion this is the intent of the laws 
of Congress through which tbe funds for the support of the 
college are received. But a wide latitude is granted the states 
in the administration of these funds. The conditions of edu- 
cation in the new and sparsely settled states are necessarily 
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different from those in the old and thickly settled states, hence 
the schools mast necessarily differ in some degree. In tlie 
exercise of the latitude given us we have maintained the Pre- 
paratory School in our college, and have established the de- 
partments of Business and Stenography. The success of these 
departments justifies our work. But we hope the time will 
come, at no distant day, when we can regulate the work of 
these three departments to the public and other schools of the 
State, and give all our efforts in the direction of collegiate 
studies. 

CO-OPEEATION DESIRED. 

We desire to work in affiliation with other schools of the 
State, especially do we desire to have intimate relations with 
the public or district schools. These public schools give to 
the greater part of the people the only school education they 
receive. It is from the more ambitious pupils of the public 
schools that many of our students come. Whatever benefits 
the public schools will, in the long run, benefit us. The 
higher the grade to which the public schools carry their pupils 
the higher the requirements for admission to our college can 
be made, and the higher the collegiate work which we can do 
for our students. We shall endeavor to establish relations 
with the High Schools of the State by which the graduates of 
accredited schools will be received into the Agricultural Col- 
lege without examination. 

FINANCIAL. 

The financial statement of the receipts and expenditures of 
the funds for the support of the college for the year ending 
June 30, 1895, and for the year ending June 30, 1896, is as 

follows: 

FINANCIAL REPORT OF FLORIDA AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE FOB 

THE YliAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1895. 

RESOURCES. 

To appropriation Morrill Fund 810,000 00 

To appropriation Land Grant Fund. 9,107 00 

To College Fees 1,275 21 

To Overdraft above Resources 924 03 

Total $21,306 24—^21,306 21 
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EXPENDITURES. 



By Salaries S14,559 9(> 

By Expenses President 52 (32 

By Expenses Chemist 4 50 

By Commencement 76 04 

By Printing and Stationary 965 07 

Bv Postage 100 01 

By Fuel 350 38 

By Feed 102 15 

By Water Supply 275 00 

By Furniture and Equipment 1,043 64 

By Library 49 27 

By Miscellaneous 427 41 

By Fences and Buildings 893 19 

By Janitors 520 09 

By Material and Fuel Mechanic De- 
partment 162 39 

By New Machinery Mechanic De- 
partment 1,094 83 

By Military Accounts 132 07 

By Freight and Express 87 11 

By Gas and Lights 133 53 

By Expenses Board Trustees 193 98 

By Transfer of Funds 113 00 

Total 821,306 24— $21,306 24 

FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE FLORIDA AGRICULTURAL COLLEGK 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1890. 

EXPENDITURES. 

Salaries *16,571 70 

Expenses of President 61 65^ 

Expenses of Commandant of Cadets 30 15 

Expenses of Chemist 6 25 

Expenses of Board of Trustees. . . . 213 40 

Equipment for Biology 647 60 

Equipment for Physics 157 55 

Equipment for Chemistry 280 78 

Equipment for Medical Department 1 80 

Equipment for Mathematics 3 00 

Equipment for Mess Ilall 160 35 

Repairs for Musical Instruments ... 8 00 
Material and Fuel for Mechanic Arts 253 61 
New Machinery and Tools for Me- 
chanic Arts 215 52 
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Apparatus for Stenography,- Type- 
writing and Telegraphy 121 80 

Printing 521 35 

Stationery 258 25 

Postage 118 70 

Furniture and Equipment 1,009 52 

Militaiy 268 89 

Commencement 97 75 

. Sundry Supplies 5 20 

Mess Hall Shortage 725 44 

Repairs 2 00 

Fuel 194 00 

Freight and Express 295 10 

Water Supply 320 00 

Library 81 73 

Fences, Grounds and Buildings .... 4,003 23 

Insurance 521 68 

Feed 115 90 

Oas and Lights 109 00 

Contingent 284 89 

Janitors 675 94 

Total expenditures for the year 

ending June 30, ^96 $28,341 73 

Deficit, Julj^ 1, '95 3,612 24 



$31,953 97— $31,953 97 

RECEIPTS. 

Appropriation Land Grant Fund. . . $ 9,107 00 

Appropriation Morrill Fund 10,500 00 

College Incidential Fees 2,175 72 

State Appropriation Fund 6,599 84 

Total Income $28,382 56 

Amount expended over income . 3,571 41 

$31,953 97— $31,953 97 

EXPERIMENT STATION. 

The Experiment Station, which is in our charge, has made 
good progress. The scientific work for the station has been 
done by Prof. P. H. Rulfs, M. S., and by his assistant, A. L. 
Quaintance, M. S., who have made the investigation in Bot- 
any, Entomology and Horticulture; and by Prof. A. A. Per- 
sons, M. S., and his assistants, H. K. Miller, M. S., and J. P. 
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Davies, B. S., who have made the investigation in Chemistry. 
The practical farm work at Lake City, and the work in farm- 
ing and horticulture |at DeFuniak Springs and Myers have 
been in charge of Director O. Clute, assisted at DeFuniak 
Springs by J. T. Stubbs, and at Myers by W. A. Marsh. 
The financial statement for the year ending June 30, 1895, and 
for the year ending June 30, 1896, follows : 

FINANCIAL REPORT FLORIDA EXPERIMENT STATION FOR THE 

YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1895. 

RESOURCES. 

To appropriation Hatch fund *15,000 00 

To sales from farms 282 35 

To overdraft June 30, 1895 . . . . ^. . 33 97— $^1 5,3 16 32 

EXPENIHTUKKS. 

By Salaries *5,783 7.S 

By Labor 3,680 56 

By Publications 839 58 

By Postage and Stationery 201 27 

By Freight and Express 230 95 

By Heat, Light and Water 360 97 

By Chemical Supplies 64 03 

By Seeds, Plants and Sundry Sup- 
plies 905 58 

By Fertilizers 522 95 

By Feeding Stuffs 42(1 20 

By Library 64 76 

By Tools,Implements and Machinery 204 20 

By Furniture and Fixtures 156 13 

By Scientific Apparatus 75 55 

By Live Stock 155 25 

By Traveling Expenses 738 78 

By Contingent Expenses 340 15 

By Building and Repairs 771 57 — ^ 15,316 32 

FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE FLORIDA AGRICULTURAL EXPERI- 
MENT STATION FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1896. 

LAKE CITY MAIN STATION. 

Salaries * 4,234 53 

Labor 2,722 94 

Publications 1,995 14 

Postage and Stationery 116 53 



106 

Freight and Express 204 77 

Heat, Light and Water 198 60 

Chemical Supphes 104 34 

Seeds, Plants and Sundry Supplies . 683 70 

Fertilizers 459 97 

Feeding Stuffs 365 31 

Library 108 27 

Tools, Implements and Machinery . 109 09 

Furniture and Fixtures 1705 

Scientific Apparatus 1 00 

Live Stock 95 00 

Traveling Expenses 682 03 

Contingent 19 06 

Building and Repairs. ... , $ 1,087 38—* 13,004 71 

DEPUNIAK SUB-STATION. 

Salary of Superintendent 8550 00 

Labor 495 10 

Publications 1 90 

Postage and Stationery 4 80 

Freight and Express 14 58 

Seeds, Plants and Sundry Supplies . 67 27 

Fertilizers 21 00 

P'eeding Stuffs 61 49 

Tools, Implements and Machinery. . 22 15 

Building and Repairs 34 36— * 1,272 65 

FORT MYERS SUB-STATION. 

Salary of Superintendent $550 00 

Labor 411 63 

Postage and Stationery 615 

Freight and Express 41 18 

Seeds, Plants and Sundry Supplies. 213 03 

Fertilizers 169 79 

Feeding Stuffs 100 10 

Tools, Implements and Machinery. . 10 00 

Contingent 138 60 

Building and Repairs 31 41—$ 1,671 89 

Total expenditures for the year 

ending June 30, '96 $ 15,949 25 

Defict, July 1, '95 33 97 

$15,983 22 
Experiment Station Incidental 

Fund on hand 217 75 

$16,200 97 
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Appropriation Experiment Station 

Fund * 15,000 00 

State Appropriation Fund 900 16 

Experiment Station Incidental Fund 

(Sales) 300 81—8 16,200 9T 

Walter Gwynx, 
President Board of Trustees. 
A. B. Hagen, Secretary. 
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STATE NORMAL COLLEGE. 

DEFUNIAK SPRINGS. 

JETon, W, N'. Sheats^ State Siqyerintendent of Public InatniC' 
lion: 

Sir — In accordance with your official request, I submit herein 
the report of the State Normal School at DeFuniak Springs, 
for the years 1894-5 and 1895-6. 

Faithful and earnest effort has been made to meet the just 
•demands of the State in its beneficent purposes in the estab- 
lishment of the school. 

The past three years of the school's history have determined 
the value of normal training, and by virtue of thorough work 
along the lines of both academic and pedagogical training the 
institution has impressed itself on the public as an important 
factor in the educational work of the State. 

Notwithstanding the fact that the school is yet compara- 
tively in its youth, and has been struggling against great 
difficulties arising from lack of necessary funds, and suitable 
accommodations for board, the material improvement in both 
attendance and efficient work, has been phenominal. 

The growth and the development of the institution have 
furnished gratifying evidence of the fact that the methods of 
instruction adopted have met with the hearty sympathy and 
<50-operation of the students and that they have realized, in 
large measure, the specific purposes for which the school was 
established. 

Realizing the pressing need of a more efficient body of 
teachers for the common schools, the management has directed 
the whole time and talent of the institution to the securing of 
the highest and broadest results to those placed under its 
tuition. 

The aim of the management has been to develop the indi- 
vidual in the student, rather than to seek popularity or to 
secure numbers. 

The truth cannot be denied that the remoteness of the 
school from East and South Florida militates largely against 
the attendance from those sections. But this difficulty is 
obviated in part by the generous and public spirited officials 
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of the L. and X. and the F. C. and P. railroad systems, in that 
they furnish to students attending the State Normal from all 
points along their lines, free transportation returning when 
presenting certificates of full fare paid coming. 

We Mre persuaded that if this truth were generally known, 
as also the superior merits of the work of the institution, 
there would be a much larger attendance from the remote 
portions of the State. 

Catalogues and Circular Letters have been mailed to the 
several County Superintendents of the State, but for some 
reason unknown they have been thrown aside untouched, since 
letters from various portions of the State are frequently re- 
ceived in which inquiry is made concerning the "Rates of 
Tuition." People do not know that tuition is free to the 
teachers of Florida. 

In spite of all the difficulties, and misrepresentations as to 
the Normal College being a merely " local " institution, there 
were in attendance over forty per cent of the students from 
eighteen counties outside of Walton during the year 1895-6. 

MATERIAL IMPROVEMENTS. 

During the year 1896-6, there was erected by the State a 
large, handsome dormitory for young ladies, placed under the 
immediate supervision of the President, and furnished by him 
at a large expense. 

There are ready for occupancy twenty-four rooms furnished 
with carpet, bureau, chairs, table, washstand, &c. The rooms 
are warmed by fire-places, and everything furnished for the 
comfort of the students, except a few articles mentioned in 
the catalogue. 

The very large increase in attendance necessitated addi- 
tional room for the classes. This was also built, and is an 
elegant recitation room. 

COURSE OF STUDY. 

This embraces those branches of learning required in the 
new Florida school law for all grades, and as evidence of the 
thoroughness of the work done, it may be stated here, that all 
the graduates of the past three years have either taken the 
examination for State Grade Certificates, or purpose to do so, 
as they have opportunity. 

For purposes of classification, the school is divided accord- 
ing to classes into four grades : "A," "B," "C" and "D." The 
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"A" and *'B" grades are assigned to work in those branches 
mentioned in the Statutes as required for State Grade Cer- 
tificates. The "C" grade, to those branches required for First 
Grade and the "D" to Second and Third Grades. 

More teaching force is needed to do the work in the "D" 
Grade, since by far the larger portion of the the students is in 
that Grade. 

Some complaint was made during the year 1895-6, against 
the management because those students of the "D" Grade who 
failed to pass the February examination were forced to with- 
draw for lack of a second lower grade. 

We deemed it unjust to the students themselves, as well as 
to the school, to allow them to continue under the circum- 
stances. 

It may be asked, " Why are there so few graduates?" The 
answer is easily found in the fact that when stu lents complete 
the "C" Grade they very readily secure First Grade Certificates, 
Tvhicb under the existing law is equivalent to a Diploma. 

The students attending the school come principally from 
that class whose expenses are to be paid by the results of their 
own hard toil, and under the present statute there is offered 
no inducement for them to take the complete course, other 
than their own ambition and desire for higher scholarship. 

If the statute could be so adjusted as to allow the State Su- 
perintendent to be present on the commencement occasions, 
and conducting the examination in person, issue State Certifi- 
cates or deplomas to those who meet all the requirements of 
the statute, it might, perhaps, increase the number of gradu- 
ates. 

Another noticeable feature of the graduating classes of the 
past three years is, they are all, with one exception, from Wal- 
ton county. 

NORMAL WORK. 

This department of work is assigned as simultaneously with 
the work in the academic department. 

Such thoughts as arise touching special mental processes are 
suggested and the student is directed to acts of introspection, 
and by the aid of such text-books as may be best suited to the 
care, the student is encouraged to learn all that may be cer- 
tainly known of mental processes. 

Methods are suggested, but the candidate is urged to sulti- 
8 
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vate hi*3 own individual plans, and to exercise common sense 
in the application of those plan«. 

No student goes from the State Normal College " handi- 
copped" with any cast-iron formulae culled from any source. 

In the domain of psychological pedagogy we use WhitCi 
Payne, Haub, Roark, Tomkins, Brooks, VVelch and others of 
recognized merit, l^esides the best educational journals are 
recommended to the students. 

HILLS FOR APPUOrjtlATIOX OF PUBLIC LAXD8. 

The president, jointly with Pres. T. l^eS. Tucker, of the col- 
ored normal school at Tallahassee, through the kindly offices 
of Representative Sparkman, went before the Committee of 
Public Ijands in the National Capital, and asked for an appro- 
priation of one hundred thousand acres of the public lands of 
the State for the benefit of the two normal schools. 

A bill was drawn by Mr. Sparkman, and recommended for 
passage by the committee. 

Congress adjourned before the bill could be presented for 
action, but it is believed that our Representatives, in Congress 
will secure its passage during the next session of Congress. 

The moral tone of the school is excellent; seldom, if ever, 
has there arisen cause for severe discipline. 

TIIK PKKSKNT XKKDS OF TIIK S( IIOOL. 

1st. There is need of more assistants in both the academic 
and the normal dei)artments. During the year 1895-6 there 
were in the ••'1)'' class one hundred and seven students. Such 
a large class is too many for one teacher, and it is a great 
strain on the management to maintam the reputation of the 
school under such condition. At the opening of the school in 
September 1894, being apprehensive of a small attendance, the 
president recommended the election of three teachers. But 
the attendance at the beginning of the spring term justified 
the election of another. This was done in March 1895. SincQ 
that time the increase in attendance has demanded, for efficient 
work, a larger faculty. 

•id. There is, yet a positive need of a more comfortable dor- 
mitory for young men. 

8d. There should he a library of select books of reference. 
I would especially urge this object upon the consideration of 
the Legislature. 
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4th. We need a fuller supply of apparatus for scientific 
uses. 

6th. We need globes, maps, charts, etc. 

Appended to this report will be found a tabulated statement 
of the work done during the years reported. 

Respectfully submitted, 

C. P. Walker, 

President. 

1894-95. 

STATISTICAL REPORT OF THE STATE NORMAL COLLE<JE FOR 

WHITE STUDENTS. 

* Number of Teacfters — Males 3, female I; total 4. 
Ji]nrollment of Pupils — Males 60, females 47; total 107. 
Students in A^ or Graduating Class — Males 0, females 4; 
total 4. 

Students iii B Class — Males 3, females 3; total 6. 
Students in C Class — Males 14, females 13; total *21, 
Students in D Class — Males 43, females tiG; total 67. 
Students who have taught — Males 15, females 16; total 31. 
Students holding l^eachers* Certificates: 

(a) First Grade; males 0, females 9; total 9. 

(b) Second Grade; males 3, females 2; total 5. 

(c) Third Grade; males 12, females 5; total 17. 

FINAN'CIAL. 

Jieceipts — Appropriated by the State $5,000 OO 

From other sources 

Total fund 15,000 00 

JiJwpenditures — For salaries of teachers $3,675 00 

For incidental expenses 1,325 00 

Total $5,000 00 

C. P. Walker, 

President. 

1895-96. 

Number of Teachers — Males 3, female 1; total 4. 
Enrollm^ent of Pupils — Males 80, females 86; total 166. 
Students in A, or Senior Class — Males 2, female 1; total 3. 

♦Part of the year there were onlv tliree teachers, the fi urth, H. E. 
Graham, was enrolled March Ist, 189d. 



Stufh'ittfi ht B^ f>r Junior flans — Males 4, females 5; total 
\K 

Students in f fhtftg — Males lil, females *2ii; total 44. 
^Students in J) Clans — Males 53, females, 52; total 105. 

Students Applying/ for State Certificates — Males 8, female 
1; total 4. 

Students holdiixj Teachers'^ CertificateH: 

(a) First Grade; males 15, females 11; total 26. 

(/>) Second Grade; males 9, females 9; total 18. 

(c) Third Grade; males 9, females 7; total 16. 

Number of Students holding Treacher ^ Certificates m 
1894-95, 31; in 1895-96, 60. 

Percentage of all Students holding Teachers* CertificateSy 
39 per centum; increase in one year 93 per cent. 

FINANCIAL. 

Receipts — Appropriation by the State $10,200 00 

Received from rents and tuition 124 00' 

Total $10,324 00 

K'jtpenditnres — For salaries of teachers $ 4,300 00 

For incidental expenses 424 00 

For annex to college and GirPs 

Dormitory 5,500 OO 

Total $10,324 00 

C. P. Walkbb, 

President 
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STATE NORMAL AND INDUSTRIAL COL. 
LEGE FOR COLORfiD STUDENTS. 

TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA. 

Hon, William ^, /<heats^ State SuperihtonJent PtfhUr Lt- 
struction^ Tallahassee^ F'la: 

Dear Sir — Since ray last report, bearing date Jan. 2Sth, 
1895, this institution has steadily grown into public confidence 
and efficiency. 

The numbei*s in '95 and '96 were not as larjje as niiorht 
have been desired ; but the causes were so obvious that they 
need but to be mentioned to have their full effect «iulv con- 
ceded: The previous years had witnessed an increased attend- 
ance at each session; a very large percentage of it came from 
sections of the State outside of the county in which the school 
has its domicile; so long as boarding accommodations on the 
grounds could be provided, parents were induced to entrust 
their wards to the care of the faculty. But when this limited 
house room was closed, the impression went abroad that the 
school was unable to care for a reasonable number of scholars. 
Again, the stringent financial dearth of the last three years 
bad effectually disabled the raass of parents (who are, as a 
class, almost all wage-earners) from maintaining their children 
at any expense away from home. And again, the low" market 
price of what is yet in some portions of the State a leading 
industry — cotton — and the complete annihilation by the dis- 
astrous freeze of 1895 of our staple product — oranges — crea- 
ted a monetary condition that has been of a depressing nature 
enough to close every educational establishment in the State. 
But a calm retrospect and a full acquaintance with the present 
industrial needs as laid down by the disaster of 1895, have at 
last revived hope in our people, and they have risen with a 
courage born of desperation to do their best for the elevation 
of their offspring. Sacrifices are being made in the humble 
callings of life, at the wash-tub, with the needle, by widows 
and by sisters, to maintain their relatives, the facts of which 
recounted would read like a romance. There would be noth- 
ing remarkable in this, if such persons were themselves edu- 
cated and knew the intrinsic value of education, but when one 
considers their own lack of mental acquisitions, the State may 
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deem itself fortunate in having citizens so keenly alive to the 
need of adding to its trained force of residents. 

In evidence of the deep interest in this school, and the 
determination to utilize the opportunities it affords, the paltry 
total sixty-eight of last session has been indignantly brushed 
aside by ^a number at the present session of one hundred 
and seventy-eight in all departments as follows: Ninety-two 
girls and forty-four boys in the Normal school, and forty-two 
in the Model school. Seventy-four per cent of the scholars in 
the higher departments is from counties outside of Leon. 
Twenty-three counties are represented: Alachua, Clay, Colum- 
bia, Duval, Escambia, Gadsden, Hamilton, Hillsborough, Jack- 
son, Leon, Levy, Madison, Marion, Monroe, Nassau, Orange, 
Putnam, St. Johns, Santa Kosa, Sumter, Suwannee, Wakulla 
Washington. 

All the regular dormitory rooms, the music practice rooms 
and the sitting room have been laid under tribute in the girls* 
hall, and thus the building which two years ago was consid- 
ered ample enough for many years hence to accommodate all 
applicants is at the present time more than full. The same is 
true of the temporary rude expedient in use for a boys' hall. 
And although the school's capacity to accommodate is wholly 
over- crowded, there are still demands from patrons which have 
to be declined with regret. 

So far then as members can attest success, the Normal Col- 
lege may be said to be in a very healthy state. 

The literary department is broader and more perfect than 
at any previous period of the history of the institution. Hard, 
painstaking labor, is bringing fruit in the production of a 
scholarship that can favorably bear comparison with that of a 
school of like standard anywhere in the South. While num- 
bers are ever welcomed, the spirit of a ripe scholarship is 
sought to be impressed on every one as the prime requisite to 
the successful teacher; and, in like manner while a varied 
amount of learning is not to be despised, the policy of work 
is to master thoroughly and well whatever few studies maybe 
embraced in the course. 

MODKL SCHOOL. 

Having long since recognized the painful deficiency of the 
training of the scholars who enter from the public schools, our 
work has been systematized with a view to the removal of this 
defect; the foundation to the attainment of this purpose con- 
sists, in part, in the establishment of a model school presided 
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over by a superior tea -her, a graduate of the Normal SciiooF 
of Michigan, at Ypsilanti. 

The fine work she has already done m'the short space of 
three months declares her merit, as a teacher, far better than 
fulsome praise can accord her. While the benefit of such a 
depaitment of the school must, as yet, from the nature of our 
limited facilities, be shared by the children of parents only in 
and around Tallahassee, it is to be hoped that the time may 
soon come when the fame of the achievements of it A^ill at- 
tract others to the capital that their offspring may partake of 
the intellectual blessings of the Model School. 

INDUSTRIAL DEPARTMENT. 

Our special work is to train teachers, but we are keenly 
alive to the industrial phase of the life of the young people 
who are soon to wield the destinies of the State for good or 
for evil. 

At the close of the literary work of the day which lasts 
from eight A. M. to one P. M., the industrial departments- 
are set in motion at two and continue till five. 

In addition to lessons given in sewing and cooking, the 
girls are divided into divisions of eleven each which take their 
turns at the tubs in the laundry each morning at five; the fol- 
lowing day, the division of the previous day irons, while a. 
new division takes its turn at the tubs, until the fifty girls have 
done their laundry work tor the week. A reasonable amount 
of time for recreation is allowed; otherwise, there are no idle 
moments on these grounds. 

A detailed account of our industrial works would, doubtless^ 
to the outsider, prove interesting, but I fear I have already 
trenched on more space than was intended for this report. A 
few observations, and I shall close. 

The present scholastic year will close the tenth anniversary 
of the foundation of the school. 

The question may be asked — 

WHAT THE SCHOOL HAS ACCOMPLISHED. 

If results are the outgrowth of caut^es, hidden or active,. 
then it can be well said that the school has largely revolu- 
tionized the life of the race in the communitv in which it is- 
located. It is the voluntary testimony, time and again, of the 
most influential citizens of Tallahassee that the Normal School 
has effected a marked and happy change in the social statuft 



of the colored people; that its difFusion of intelligence and 
hifijh moral principles has raised them to more elevated mo- 
tives of duty to which thej have been hitherto indifferent. 

But as it is neither in good taste nor necessary to a proof 
of the merit of this institution to recount the many kindly 
«entiments or praise bestowed, it were a waste of time to 
write further on this point. Again, another question might be 
asked — 

THE EFPICIENCT OP THE WORK OF THE SCHOOL. 

The demand for its graduates wherever they have been em- 
ployed, may be placed in evidence. Indeed, there are more 
calls on the Secretary for these young people, than can be met. 
They carry into their work not only the theory, but the prac- 
tical teachings they acquired in the mechanic, in the field and 
in the domestic arts. 

One of them, a physical unfortunate, who was enabled to 
work his way through college, in the second year after leav- 
ing, bought a lot in Jacksonville, planned a house, and has 
substantially aided in the construction of it; he lately sent up 
an order to the Normal Mechanical shop to prepare the ban- 
isters for his house. This youth, who, but for this school, 
might have been a charge on the State, is now not only able 
to do superior service as a teacher, but is providing for some 
of his younger brothers and sisters. 

Another one of our Normal productions has lately, in a 
neighboring city, given evidence, by his pluck, energy and 
sacrifice, his peculiar devotion to duty, was appointed prin- 
cipal of the school in the place. The school building, so 
called, was a wretched open affair, without windows, seats or 
any of the other necessary appliances to prosecute his work. 
He called public meetings to enlist interest in the needs of the 
school. He mortgaged his salary each month to raise the 
necessary means to equip the building. His work lias been, 
in all respects crowned with success; f>nd there is today in 
Florida one more attractive " knowledcce box," by dint of the 
devotion to. duty which was instilled into that young man while 
a studeAt at this college. 

There is still one more young man, a ver.y successful teacher 
in South Florida. By a mastery of his agricultural studies, 
he is today in the section where he teaches an acknowledged 
authority on veterinary surgery; and were money the chief 
consideration in the discharge of duty, he could easily derive 
a more lucrative return from his practice, thao^om teaching. 
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This same vouiisr man last summer houtxht c»no hiindrod and 
twenty acres of fine hammock land. 

Nearly all our graduates, from the lessons of political econ- 
omy which they imbibed here, are not only acquiring prop- 
erty, but are viscorouslv teachinor those same ideas to their 
pupils. 

Results like these far outweigh, for the public weal, peni- 
tentiaries, and jails, and reformatories, an<l thoy go far to di- 
minish the need for them. 

It would seem as though it ought to pay the State of Flor- 
ida to maintain the State Normal College at Tallahassee at 
#4,000 per annum. 

FIXAM'IAL MOKKIIJ. FUM>. 

RKl'ETPTS. 

Ft year ending June 30, 1895 1tlO,oOO 00 

EXPENDITURES. 

^///•<>///^^r<?— Salaries $1,000 00 

Labor 408 7-i 

Stock, material, etc 1,288 12 - ^'Ifi^d 84 

Mee/ianic ^K«— Salaries 8S5 00 

Stock, tools, etc 7-23 37 - 1,008 37 

JEufflinh Language — Salaries 2,000 00 

Apparatus, books, 

etc 120 52— 2,133 12 

Jfathematical Saenre — Salaries 1,021 42 

Apparatus 37 50— 1,058 1)2 

NaturfMl Science — Salaries iK)0 00 

Apparatus and mate- 
rial 53 75— 053 75 

H^concmfc Science — Salaries 700 00 

Material, applian- 
ces, etc 123 05 - S23 05 

*8,<)74 05 

REOEIPTS. 

For year ending June 30, 1800 f;l 0,500 00 

^ EXPENDITIJRES. 

ji,g) i€ulture — Salaries ^1,018 77 

Labor 734 47 

Stock, material, etc 501 U2— $2,255 10 



Mechanic Arts — Salaries 905 '49 

Labor 136 00 

Stock, machinery, etc. 867 77— 1,909 26 

Snglisli Lani/nat/e — Salaries 2,313 50 

Books, apparatus, 
etc 587 41— 2,900 91 

3fathemiitical jScience — Salaries 1,147 33 

Apparatus.... 1 50 — 1,148 83 

Natural jScience — Salaries 650 00 

Chemicals, apparat- 
us, etc 352 10— 1,002 10 

JSconoynic Science — Salaries 660 00 

Material, applian- 
ces, etc 623 74— 1,283 74 

910,500 00 

8TATK APPROPRIATION FOR NORMAL SCHOOLS. 

EXPENDITURES. 

Jan'y 5, 1895 — To Gilmore & Davis for balance 

due on Girls' Dormitory $1,000 00 

Jan'y 19, 1895— To T. V. Gibbs for services. .. . . 53 57 

To D. W. Only for water closets. 255 14 
Aucr. 1, 1895 — To Gilmore & Davis on Annex to 

Girls' Dormitory 406 58 

Sept. 12, 1895 — To Gilmore & Davis on Annex to 

Girls' Dormitory 593 42 

April 30, 1896 — To Gilmore & Davis on Annex to 

Girls' Dormitory 1,500 00 

Total $3,806 71 

RECAPITULATION OF EXPENDITURES. 

Mon-ill Fund for 1894-95 $8,974 65 

Morrill Fund for 1895-96 10,500 00 

Normal School Fund 8,806 71 

Total $23,281 36 

Very respectfully, 

T. DeS. Tucker, 

President. 



SOUTH FLORIDA MILITARY AND EDUCAx 

TIONAL INSTITUTE. 

BARTOW, FLA. 

Hon, W. iV. Sheats Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

Dear Sir — I have the honor to report that at the session 
of 1895, an act was passed by the Legislature, establishing the 
South Florida Military and Educational Institute, at Bartow, 
Fla., and placing it "under the direction and control of the 
State Board of Education." The act provided that one stu- 
dent from each senatorial district in the State, should be "en- 
titled to receive a full course of instruction at said Institute 
without any charge for board, lodging, tuition, use of text- 
books, washing, fuel, lights, and use of arms and equipments." 
For carrying into effect the foregoing provision, .the annual 
sum of $6,400.00 was appropriated. 

The institution had been in operation for a year prior to the 
passage of the act, under the name of the "South Florida Mil- 
itary Institute;" but had no suitable grounds and buildings. 

During the summer previous to its opening under the State 
control, the citizens of Bartow erected a handsome and com- 
modious school building containing the necessary class-rooms 
and quarters sufficient to accommodate the faculty and fifty 
cadets. The work was done under the direction of a local 
board of trustees, appointed for the purpose by the State Board 
of Education, and consisting of Messrs. W. H. Johnson, C. C. 
Wilson, H. L. Davis, J. W. Boyd and J. H. Tatura, of Bar- 
tow, Hon. W. H. Reynolds, of Lakeland, and Capt. E. A. Cor- 
dery, of Fort Meade. The total cost of grounds, and build- 
ings, including a new mess hall, hospital, laboratory and guard 
room, erected during the past summer, amounts to $6,750.00. 
The grounds, consisting of thirteen and one-half acres, are ad- 
mirably located on one of the principal streets of Bartow, 
three-fourths of a mile from the court house, and are constantly 
being improved. They have been enclosed by a substantial 
fence, a handsome parade ground, in front of the main build- 
ing, has been leveled and turfed with Bermuda grass, while in 
rear, the original forest has been allowed to stand. 

In the accomplishment of this work, too much credit cannot 
be given to the gentlemen composing the local board of trus- 

9 
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tees. At a period of extreme financial depre'^sion in this sec- 
tion of the State, resiiltinor from the disastrous freezes of the 
previous winter, they have by indefatigable energy and per- 
Keverance accomplished what then seemed almost an impossi- 
bility, and have seen their efforts crowned with well-merited 
success. Tiiej'^ have on every occasion worked in perfect har- 
mony with the Superintendent in all that concerned the inter- 
ests of the institution, and in endeavoring to make it credit- 
able to its friends an<i useful to the State. 

In accordance with the terms of the act establishing the in- 
stitution, the State Board of Kducation adopted a code of reg- 
ulations and a course of studies based upon those of the United 
States Military Academy at West Point, and the Military In- 
stitutes of South Carolina and Virginia, with such modifica- 
tions as were considered necessary to meet existing conditions 
and to give prominence to matters study and discipline rather 
than to purely military exercises. The following is the 

COirRSE OF STUDIES. 

Fourth Class — Arithmetic; English Grammar; Geography; 
Elementary Algebra; History of the United States; Readings 
Writing, Spelling. 

Third (lass — Higher Algebra; Studies in English Compo- 
sition; Ancient History; Mythology; Physiology and Hygiene; 
Physical (Tcography; Latin (Optional); Reading, Writing, 
Spelling. 

ISevond Class — Geometry (Plane and Solid); Trigonometry 
(Plane and Analytical); Surveying; Modern History; Rhetoric 
and Composition; Natural Philosophy; Chemistry (Inorganic); 
Latin (Optional); I5ook-keeping; Elocution. 

First 67<'^6*5-^Analytical Geometry; Shades, Shadows and 
Perspective; Astronomy; Chemistry (Organic); English Liter- 
ature; Civil Government; Latin (Optional); Composition, Elo- 
cution. 

Post Graduate' Course — Calculus (Differential and Inte- 
gral); Civil Engineering; Mechanics; Geology; Mineralogy; 
Military Engineering; Commercial Law and Lectures; Moral 
Philosophy and Lectures; Book-keeping Reviewed;" Compo- 
sition, Elocution. 

This c« urse, which is eminently practical and admirably 
adapted to give that mental training which is the chief end of 
i ducation, is rigidly adherer] to. Every I ranch is taught 
thoroiuhly in all its details, a daily record of recitations is 
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kept, semi-annual examinations arc held and progress from a 
lower to a higher class, is based on merit alone. 

At the opening of the session of 1895-6, on Sept. 25th, 
1895, ihirty-one of the thirty-two State cadets, reported for 
duty, the competitive examinations having been previously 
held and appointments made from thirty-one Senatorial db- 
tncts. The only remaining vacancy was filled a month later. 
There were also in attendance, eight other cadets in garrison, 
and fifteen "day t-tudents" whose parents resided in Bartow. 
Of the cadets in garrison only two were discharged during the 
tiession and the vacancies were at once filled by the Senators 
whose districts they represented. The average attendance for 
the session was forty cadets in barracks and twelve "day 
studenis." There were no suspensions nor expulsions and no 
serious breaches of discipline. As to class-work, the session 
was an eminently successful one. The full course of study 
required by the regulations, was completed with a thorough- 
ness which was very gratifying to the faculty and to the friends 
of the institution. 

At the first "commencement," June 4th, 1896, there were 
two graduates, both of whom had been students of the Insti- 
tute from its foundation, and before i- passed under State 
control. 

• During the present session, which began Sept. 15th, 1896, 
there have been in attendance, forty-two cadets in garrison, 
and four "day students." Two have been discharged and 
tht ir places immediately filled. The graduating class for the 
present year consists of five members. The lower classes are 
much larger owing to the fact that few applicants for admission 
at the opening session, were qualified to enter a higher class 
than the 3rd, which corresponds to the sophomore class in the 
colleges. The attendance of "day students" bas not been 
encouraged, as the existence of two classes of cadets in a 
military institution, one having necessarily much more liberty 
than the other, leads to relax discipline and to defeat the chief 
end of its establishment. 

In recognition of the generosity of the State in maintaining 
at the Institute one cadet from each Senatorial district, and as 
a means of extending its benefits, the Superintendent has 
offered a "free tuition scholarship" for each full scholarship 
given by the State. This means a reduction of $50.00 from 
the regular charges for pay cadets. These scholarships afford 
an opportunity to those who wish to take advantag'i of them, 
to obtain an education at actual cost — the entire charge per 
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school vean t«»r hoani, loiliji'iir. wasliiiiir- lisrhts, fuel, texr 
iKioksand use of arms, itcbein^ Ali>n.UO, or *lJ».r>0 per school 
month. This provision has not, thus far, been jrenerally un- 
derstood. The number taking advanUsre of it, however, is 
jrradually increasing, and there is every reason to believe that 
with the increasing ability of our people to meet the expense of 
educating their sons, all of these scholarships will be taken. 

In proviiling for the free education of one meritorious young 
man from each Senatorial district in the State, the legislature 
doubtless had in mind the example of Virginia, South Carolina, 
and other of the older States, in the establishment of their States 
military academies which have for years been the nurseries of 
high and useful citizenship, and have repaid their investments 
a thousand fold. The prize of a free education is one that is 
always eagerly sought, and the preparation made to obtain it 
by competitive examination, will be of untold benefit to hun- 
dreds of young men throughout the State, who will contend 
for it, though they may not all gain the prize. As an evidence 
of this, I would state that I am constantly receiving commu- 
nications from young men in all parts of the State inquirin 
when vacancies will occur, and stating that they are pre}»ariu 
to stand the necessary examination. There is no favoritism 
in the system, as the competition is open to all. 

Few of the young who have obtained State scholarships in 
the South Florida Military' and Educational Institute could 
have completed their education in any other way. They came 
from the fields, from the work-shops, from the country schools, 
from the railroad, telegraph and printing offices all over our 
State. After completing their course here, they will return to 
their homes well equipped for service in the educational system 
of the State, or for any and all of the duties of good and useful 
citizenship in whatever calling they may adopt, and they will 
never forget the debt of gratitude they owe to their State, of 
whose generosity they have been the recipients. 

As an evidence of the fact that they fully appreciate the 
benefits they are receiving, I cite the fact that but four dis- 
charges have been asked for since the establishment of the in- 
stitution, and of these, two were on account of physical disa- 
bility and two from the absolute necessity of assisting their 
parents in business. In proof of the efficiency of the training 
they receive, I would state that six of their number now hold 
first and second grade teachers' certificates, and several of 
them employed their last summers' vacation in teaching, to 
obtain the means for furnisbins: their uniforms atid other nee- 
essary personal expenses. 
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The Academic Board of the Institute consists of the follow- 
ing members : 

Gen. E. M. Law, Superintendent and Professor of Belles 
Letters and Ethics. 

E. M. Law, Jr., Quarter Master and Professor of Chemistry 
and Physics. 

Wm. L. Law, Commandant and Professor of Mathematics. 

T. W. Gary, Professor of Latin, English and assistant in 
Physics. 

The first three constituted the faculty of the institution be- 
fore it was taken under State control and were retained by the 
State Board. Prof. Gary was added to the faculty at the be- 
ginning of the session of 1895-96, under its new auspices. 
All are graduates of military institutions, and are experienced 
teachers. While the teaching force is sufficient to handle a 
larger number of students than have thus far been in attend- 
ance, it could not well be reduced and at the same time main- 
tain the systematic arrangement of classes and studies neces- 
sary to the highest efficiency. There are four instructors from 
regular classess, four regular branches of study, besides the 
Latin, and one full hour is sjiven to each recitation whether 
the class be small or not. Five hours of class-room work by 
each instructor is provided for. In addition to this, the Su- 
perintendent has the other duties of his position, while of the 
other professors, one performs the duties of Commandant, and 
another those of Quarter Master. In addition to his other 
duties, each professor takes his regular tour of duty as "officer 
in charge," as provided by the regulations. 

The recitation hours for the regular branches, are from 8:30 
A. M. to 12:30 P.M., the Latin classes reciting in the afternoon. 
Every cadet is required to take the full course, except Latin, 
which- is optional. Under the system pursued, perfect uni- 
formity is attained and no time is lost. The following is the 
daily routine : 

WORKING-DAY ORDER. 

1. Reveille 6 A. M 

2. Inspection of Quarters 30 minutes after Reveille 

3. Prayers 6:45 A. M 

4. Breakfast 7:00 A. M 

5. Office Hours and Surgeon's Call 8:00 A. M 

6. Study Call and Recitations 8:30 A. M. to 12:30 P. M 

7. Dinner 12:40 P. M 

8. Recreation after dinner to 1:30 P. M 
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9. Study and Recitations 1:30 to 3:30 P. M. 

10. Drill 4:00 P. M. 

11. Retreat Sunset 

12. Supper 6:80 P. M. 

13. Study Call 30 minutes after supper 

14. Tattoo 9:30 P. M. 

15. Taps 10:00 P. M. 

These hours vary slightly with the seasons. Changes, whsn 
made, are announced in orders. 

A due observance of the Sabbath is strictly enjoined. Ca- 
dets are required to attend divine service at least once on Sun- 
day, and opportunity is given to attend Bible and Sunday 
School classes. 

Cadets are held strictly to their duties, no visiting in town 
being allowed, except on Saturday, which is a weekly holiday 
from mornin]ej inspection, at 8:80 o'clock, until retreat, and on 
Friday evening, by special permission. 

I would deem this report wanting in its most essential point, 
if it did not call attention to the consummate wisdom of the 
course pursued by the State Board of Education, in its super- 
vision of this institution. The basic principle of successful 
school management has been thus forcibly and tersely ex- 
pressed by one of the highest educational authorities of this 
country. President Cook, of the Illinois State Normal School; 
"Industrial enterprises, looking towards satisfactory dividends, 
make efficiency the sole test of fitness. But the public has 
yet to learn that there is a technic in teaching as there is a 
technic in the arts of production. When boards of educa- 
tion will employ only expert superintendents, clothe them with 
authority to nominate their assistants and remove incompe- 
tents, and will hold them responsible for results only, the 
methods of the successful business organizations will be the 
methods of the school." This has been the course pursued 
by the State Board, and its wisdom has been amply vindicated 
by its results. In this connection, I have to express to you 
and every member of the Board, my sincere appreciation of 
the confidence reposed in me as superintendent, and the uni- 
form support I have received in the conduct of the institu- 
tion. 

Owing to the fact that the appropriation made by the Leg- 
islature was only for the maintenance and instruction of a 
certain number of "State Cadets" the Board of Education 
did not feel justified in guaranteeing any fixed salaries to the 
professors who might be employed. This was left to the Su- 
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perintendent, to be regulated according to the net income of the 
school. As will be seen from the financial statement hereto 
appended, the amount available for salaries has been small, 
but the fact that the professors all live together in the bar- 
racks, has rendered it practicable to reduce expenses to the 
lowest limit. Having confidence also in the continued growth 
of the institution, they have been willing to look to the fu- 
ture for more adequate compensation for their services. 

In view of the success of the institution thus far, and being 
convinced of the benefit to the State to be derived from edu- 
cating a number of deserving young men who might not 
otherwise be able to obtain an education, and for the purpose 
of stimulating the ambitious young men in every county to 
more earnest study, through the desire to obtain these appoint- 
ments, all of which results have been attained in states where 
similar institutions have long been established, I would re- 
spectfully suggest that the Board recommend to the Legisla- 
ture, at its approaching session, to increase the number of 
'''State cadets" to one from each county in the State. The 
additional expense to the State will be small, while it will be 
of great benefit to the institution, which has never asked any- 
thing from the State for buildings and equipment. I would 
also suggest the following change in the course of studies, viz; 
That the present fourth class be abolished and that the studies 
of the post-graduate year be included in the regular course. 
While the present curriculum has served its purpose well, in 
the infancy of the institution, it is now time to take a step in 
advance and to raise its standard to that of similar institutions 
of the highest grade. The institution should not compete 
with, but should supplement the work of the public schools, 
and to accomplish this a higher standard for entrance should 
be fixed. 

Extensive advertising, which might have resulted in a larger 
attendance of students, has not been resorted to for want of 
means and for other reasons. It has been the aim of the Su- 
perintendent and his assistants to increase the efiiciency of 
the institution rather than its numbers; to lay the foundations 
of success broad and deep, and keeping in mind the ancient 
maxim, "festina lente" to build up step by step, so that with 
increase of numbers, would come only increased usefulness. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR SriIOOL-YEAK HECINNINc; SKPT 

•25tii, 1895, AND ENi)iN<; .lUNE 5tii, 1^95. 

re<;eii>ts. 

From appro])riation for State cadets ^ 6,400 00 

Amount received from pay cadets I,li00 00 

" " '' (lav students 002 50 

Total %8,-202 50 

expenses. 

Maintenance of [forty cadets, in garrison i 0,06*2 00 

Books, <fcc., for day students 60 00 

Salaries 2,140 50 

Total. . . ^ $8,202 50 

Oil stoves are used for heating the rooms in the barracks, 
an expensive method, which entailed quite a large expenditure 
during the winter of 1895-6, which was an unusually severe 
one. This, together with the fact that there were no adequate 
store-rooms and other conveniences in the boarding depart- 
ment, caused the total expense of each cadet to reach $18.05 
per month, the first term. This was reduced to $16.59 the 
second term, making an average for the session, of $17.32. 
There has been a further slight reduction during the preseat 
session. 

Respectfully submitted, 

K. M. Law, Superintendent. 



INSTITUTE FOR THE BLIND, DEAF AND 

DUMB. 

St. Augustine, Fla., Jan'y 1, 1897. 

Hon, W, N, iShedts^ Super intemlent Public InatrHCtioyiy 
Tallahassee^ Fla,: 

Dear Sir — I have the honor to submit herewith a report Jof 
this institution for the two years beginning July 1st, 1894 and 
ending June 30.th, 1896. 

<'0KPS OF TEACHERS. 

For the year 1894 and '95 the corps of teachers was as 
follows : 

Teacher of Articulation, Miss Candace A. Yendes. 

Manual Teacher of White Deaf, Miss Belle Howard. 

Teacher of White Blind, Miss Mary P. Holland. 

Manual Teacher of Colored Deaf, Miss Margaret A. Brooks. 

Teacher of Printing, Mr. Alfred L. Kent 

Teacher of Carpentry and Gardening, Mr. L. G. Thompson. 

For the year 1895 and '96 the following constituted the 
faculty : 

Teacher of Articulation, Miss Mesa Barnes. 
Manual Teacher of White Deaf, Miss Christina Thompson. 
Teacher of White Blind, Miss Mary P. Holland. 
Manual Teacher of Colored Deaf, first three months, 3Iiss- 
H. B. Sprague; remainder of year. Miss Florida M. Walker. 
Teacher of Printing, Alfred L. Kent. 
Teacher of Carpentry and Gardening, Jas. M. Th ^mpson. 

ATTENDANCE. 

There were in attendance during 1894 and '95 fifty-one 
pupils as follows: 

Deaf Mutes, forty-two; Blind, nine. Whites, forty; Colored^ 
eleven. 

During this year there were no colored blind. 

For 1895 and '96 the attendance was as follows : 

Total, fifty-three; Deaf Mutes, forty-two; Blind, eleven^ 
White, forty- three; Colored, ten. 
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There was but one colored blind pupil during this year. The 
colored teacher of the deaf also gave instruction to this blind 
pupil. 

KXI'KXDITIRES. 

The ex])ense8 for 1><94 and '95 were as follows: 

Salaries of teachers, officers and servants t 4,308 00 

Supplies and incidentals 4,244 83 

Total »8,552 «3 

The item above '-Supplies and Incidentals" includes 1;305.00, 
cost of putting in system of water-closets. 

The expenses for 1895 and '96 are as follows : 

Salaries of teachers, officers and servants t 4,648 00 

Supplies and incidentals 8,858 68 

For erection of new building and alerations in old 

dormitories '2,000 00 

Total #10,506 68 

MKTIIODS OF INSTRLTTIOX. 

With the exception of the Sunday School exercises it has 
been my purpose to abolish from the school-room the use of 
signs. A free use of the manual alphabet, however, is not 
only permitted but encouraged. Oral communication between 
the teacher and pupil is employed whenever it does not 
involve too great a consumption of time, but the progress of 
the pupil in thought and the acquisition of knowledge is never 
lost sight of and while we fully appreciate the value of speech 
for the deaf, at the same time we are satisfied that the ability 
to speak does not necessarily imply an education in the true 
flense of the word. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

One of the most important improvements under the present 
management is the complete system of water-closets and 
<irainage which has been provided. The old buildings were 
provided with this equipment in the summer of 1895, and in 
the contract for the new building this feature was also included, 
so that the sanitation of the institution is now as nearly perfect 
as it is possible to have it. 

With the appropriation of 152,000 made by the last Legisla^ 
ture a new two-story building :^3x66 feet was erected for the 
accommodation of the colored pupils. This permitted us to 
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use the larger building, formerly occupied by tlie colored de- 
partment, for a boys' dormitory. By this means we have been 
enabled to double the capacity of our sleeping departments 
for the wliite pupils and at the same time we liave ample room 
for the limited number of colored pupils. 

NEEDS. 

One of the most urgent needs of the institution is a new 
piano for the department of the blind. The instrument now 
in use, which cost the State three years ago only seventy dol- 
lars, has become almost worthless. In this connection I would 
impress upon the Board of Managers the importance of a 
musical education for the blind. There are certain manual 
industries, such as the making of brooms, the caning of chairs 
and upholstering that may be performed by the blind as per- 
fectly and almost as deftly as by the seeing, but it has been 
found in other States that in competition with machinery these 
do not furnish means of a livelihood. In view of this fact 
some of the leading schools for the blind, notably the Perkins 
Institute of Boston and the New York Institution for the 
Blind, have practically abandoned their Industrial Depart- 
ments and devote more time and pains to the giving of a thor- 
ough course in music. 

Eespectfully submitted, 

Henry N. Felkkl, 

Principal. 
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DENOMINATIONAL AND PRIVATE INSTI. 

TUTIONS. 

JOHN B. STETSON UNIVERSITY, DEL AND, FLA. 

John B. Stetson University as now organized includes the 
College, the Academy, the Grammar School, the Music De- 
partment and the Art Department. 

The three years of the Grammar School course correspond 
to the sixth, seventh and eighth grades of the graded public 
schools. This department provides for the completion of the 
ordinary English branches. Arithmetic, Grammar, Geograyhy, 
United States History, Elementary Physiology, etc. The suc- 
cessful comnletion of the work of the Grammar School course 
admits a student to any one of the three courses offere,d in 
the Academy. 

THE ACADEMY. 

The Academy is intended to provide a thorough secondary 
education. The work of the Grammar School, or its equiva- 
lent, must be completed before entering any of its courses. 
All its courses require an amount of work that will occupy 
the average istudent four full years. There are now offered 
the Classical Course, the Latin Scientific Course and the Gen- 
eral Course. The Classical and Latin Scientific courses lead 
to corresponding courses in the College of John B. Stetson 
University. A student completing one of these courses is 
prepared to enter the Freshman Class of almost any Ameri- 
can College. The Classical Course includes four years of 
Latin, three years of Greek, nearly three years of Algebra 
and Geometry, a full year of class work in English and Elo- 
cution, besides frequent exercises in declamation and compo- 
sition and the completion of an extended course of reading in 
English Literature, a year of General History, and twelve 
weeks instruction in the English Bible. Daily exercises of 
forty-five minutes each are held p all these subjects. The 
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Latin Soiontilir ('oiirso suhstitntO'i for the three voars of 

« 

(jreok, two yoars i»f either (ierinaii or Krench t»»gether with 
a voar's work in Scient'i*, »livi«liMl hetw«.*en Piivsics and Biol- 
ogy. The '"(General Course" of the Aeademy i> intended 
esperi:illy for tiiose who feel assure*! liiat their etliication must 
olose with the Academv. It pn»vides for either two vears of 
Latin, (Ternian or Freiieh, the reniainder of the time tievoted 
to the foreivjn hniiruaires in the other courses lieing given to 
lilietorie :in«l Kn^lish Literature, to C'leniistrv and other 
*eienoes, to Civics an«l Kconoinics and to the elements of 
T-.i>ijic, Psvcholoijv and Ktliic*. The - N«>rinal Course'' for 
som of these suhjects substitutes the History, the Theory 
ami the Practice of Teachiuir. 

THE <'ulle(;e. 

From the foundati«»n of tlio John ]>. Stetson Cniversitj the 
constant aim li.is been to huiM u|» a th<n-oughly high grade 
college upon tlie foun«lation lurni>lied by the Academy whose 
work has iu*;t been outlined. During the earlv vears of the 
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institution nearly all the student> were in the Grammar School 
or Aca«temy. It is in the years covered by this report that 
the tirst c>nMderable progress has been made in the work of 
the College proper. In tlio year of 1'^94-lf.i the college coarse 
wa'i fun«iamentally recast and college classes entirely separated 
from cl:isses in the Ac.ideiny. Certain work is required of »U 
in tlio^e departinent> of knowledjre ot" which no college grad- 
uate i-an at^'ord t«^ be eiitirelv iLT'iorant. At the same time ai 
large number of electives have been introduced so that espe- 
ciallv in tlie latter two vears **i the course the work of each 
student can to a considerable extent be determined bvhisin- 
divi'lual ta<te< and needs. Tins extensive provision was made 
notwithstandiniT the sinali number of collesje students in at- 
touda!u*e berau<e it wa-; contidentlv believed that there would 
be a ioimmd in our State of Flori«lafor as thorousrh and com- 
preh*.r.<ive a college course a< could be provided. Subsequent 
faoi^ are ju>titying this ct»nti«lence. In l>*9o-94, the year last 
roPvntvd ill tlii< pubhcatioTi, onlv tive rn/Zef/e students were 
rep •rtO'l. In 1*^1U \*^ the number had increased to eleven; 
In l^^l*'^ 9i\ ill ^I'ite of Florida's tinancial disasters which had 
considerably decreased the enrollment in the more elementarj 
departmoiu^, the colieiro n-'t «»nly held its own numerically 
but advan«e I t-^ sixteen. And at pre'«ent writings Janaarj, 
lSi*7, sixteen <tudent^ \\\\\- <.. f:ir this session registered for 
colleLTc work arid four expeot to receive college degrees next 
May. While tiu^e niii:ibcr«i ire small they are significanli 
especially since the pui»llc lli/n Schools of Florida are just be- 
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ginning to send out properly equipped graduates to take the 
college course. 

For instructors in both Colleore and Academy John B. Stet- 
8on University has a body of men and women who have won 
not only their degrees but recognition for fine scholarship in 
prominent Universities in various sections of our country, 
east, west, north, and south ; besides those who have received 
training in the Universities of Europe. The faculty now 
numbers seventeen. 

DEPARTMENTS OF MUSIC AND ART. 

The University offers s\^stematic graded courses leading to 
graduation in both Vocal and Instrumental Music. Those in 
charge of this work were trained in prominent conservatories. 

The Art work is directed by a man whose paintings regu- 
larly have a place -in metropolitan exhibitions and who exe- 
cuted many of the official drawings of the "World's Fair" 
buildings at Chicago. Instruction is largely based on the antique 
and the aim constartlv is to lav the foundation for substantial 
attainment. 

LIBRARY. 

• 

The Library is steadily growing from the income of the 
Sampson fund and now numbers more than six thousand vol- 
umes. The number of periodicals taken has increased to 
monthlies fifty, weeklies thirty-seven, dailies three. The 
dictionary card catalogue of the Library very nearly keeps 
pace with the additions. A most valuable recent acquisition 
is a collection of about 1,200 photographs gathered by the 
President of the ITniversity especially in Egypt, Palestine 
and Greece. 

ADDITION TO IJUILDINGS. 

Two years ago we reported the gift from Mr. John B. Stet- 
son, Mr. C. T. Sampson and others of the two splendid brick 
buildings, "Elizabeth Hall" and "Chaudoin Hall," aggregating 
in value more than $100,000.00. We have now the pleasure 
of reporting that Mr. John B. Stetson has promised to erect 
at once the two wings of Elizabeth Hall, thus completing th<5 
building as originally designed. These wings are to be three 
stories high and forty- five by ninety feet each, the cost being 
well toward $50,000.00. These additions will be used for a 
superb chapel capable of holding a thousand people, a library 
accommodating 35,000 or 40,000 volumes, together with ample 
Biological, Chemical and Physical Laboratories. 
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PROPOSED EXTENSION OF WORK. 

It is proposed at once to extend the work of the institution 
in important directions. The Commercial Course is to be 
reorganized as a Commercial Department, providing for in- 
struction in all branches commonly taught in Commercial 
Colleges. The Normal Course will be reorganized as a Nor- 
mal Department. Not only will courses in Pedagogy be 
offered, but the students of this department will have the 
opportunity, under competent direction and criticism, of test- 
ing and putting into practice the pedagogical principles learned 
by actual teaching in the Practice School. The present Gram- 
mar School under this arrangement will become the practice 
school of the Normal Department and the lower grades will 
be added. 

With the building and equipping of the new laboratories 
greatly increased facilities will be offered for practical work 
in all the scientific departments. Not only will the pres- 
ent well equipped Chemical Laboratory be more than doubled 
in size but similar equipmei.t will be provided for Physics and 
for Biology. 

From this brief sketch it will be seen that the John B. 
Stetson University provides for the needs of vaned classes of 
students, those who want merely a commercial training, those 
preparing to teach, those desiring a general education but 
unable to remain through the eight years of the Academic 
and Collegiate courses, and especially those who are willing 
to expend the time and effort necessary to obtain a college 
education in the strict sense of the term, a course of training 
leading to legitimate college degrees. 

John F. Forbes, 

President. 



ROLLINS COLLEGE. 



WINTER PARK, FLA. 



Hon, W, N'. Sheats^ Tallahassee y I'la : 

Dear Sir — In compliance with your request that we furnish 
a report of Rollins College for the two years ending, June, 
1896, we beg to submit the following: 

Notwithstanding the hard times during the past two years, 
Rollins has not only held its own as an institution of learning, 
but has made steady progress, and the present year shows a 
gain in the number of students of fully fifty per cent, over 
that of last year. 

There have been several important additions to the faculty 
since the last report. The new President, Rev. Geo. M. 
Ward, entered upon his work last spring. Mr. Ward was the 
former General Secretary of the International Society of Chris- 
tian Endeavor, and has had wide experience as a lawyer, bus- 
iness man and clergyman. He hab taken the following de- 
grees: A. B. and A. M. from Dartmouth, LL. H. from Bos- 
ton University, B. D.from Andover Theological Seminary and 
has done post-graduate work at Johns Hopkins University. 
Mr. Ward is also the professor of Moral and Political Science. 

Professor E. C. Hills has taken charge of the department of 
Modern Languages and offers both elementary and advanced 
work in German, French and Spanish. Mr. Hills took his 
A. B. at Cornell University, was graduate-fellow in the Ro- 
mance Languages at the same institution for one year after 
taking his degree and spent a year studying at the Sarbonne 
and College de France in Paris. He has also spent two years 
among the Cubans and speaks Spanish. 

Professor F. E. Emerich is soon to assume charge of the 
Mathematical Department in the place of Professor Barrows, 
who was compelled to give up his work on account of ill 
health. Professor Emerich has taken the degrees of A. B. 
and A. M. at Bowdom and has had several years experience in 
teaching advanced mathematics in normal schools. 

The old faculty, with the exception of Professor Barrows, 
are still at their posts and doing the thorough, conscientious 
work for which they are so well known. 

In this connection it might be well to say that the depart- 
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Tiients at Rollins liavc* boon thoroujrhly systematized, each 
professor is a s[)ecialist an* I devotes liis eneriijies to his special 
iiel(i. 

The courses of study offered bv llie coUeire and associated 
academy have been extended and broadened, and important 
changes have been made in the entrance recjuirements of the 
college. Plereafter, the applicant for admission to the college 
may offer as entrance requirements, in addition to the pre- 
liminary subjects, (a) Latin and (ireek as has been the rule 
heretofore, or may offer in their stead, (b) Latin and French 
or German, or (c) French and (ierman. This change in no 
wise lowers the standard of entrance recpiirements, but merely 
puts the modern languages on an e(pial footing with Latin and 
Greek. 

Moreover, the candidate for Bachelor of Arts at Rollins 
may henceforward devote himself to any studies for which he 
is prepared, and receive his degree, provided he does satisfac- 
torily the re<iuisite amount of work. As has been the rule 
heretofore, courses in the college may be taken by special 
students not candidates for the degree of A. B., and by 
students in the academy, if they have given proof of their fit- 
ness for the work. 

The academy associated with the college, has a two-fold 
object: (a) to give a liberal education to students that are una- 
ble to take a college course, and (b) to give a thorough prep- 
aration for admission to Rollins or other colleges. Freedom 
of choice in the selection of studies is allowed in the academy 
as well as in the college, so that an academic student may de- 
vote himself to the Arts and ^^ciences, whether he intends ta 
take advanced work in the college or not, and may direct hi» 
energies towards fitting himself for a business career. In the 
Commercial Department there arc opportunities for thorough, 
practical training in Bookkeeping, Stenography and Tele- 
graphy. 

The Musical and Art Departments of Rollins have main- 
tained their previous standard of excellence and have met 
with gratifying success both in the number of students and in 
the quality of work done. 

The price of tuition and board is placed so low that the ad- 
vantages of J^oUins are wuthin the reach of the youth of both 
North and South. In fact the fees of the students do not pay 
quite one-third of the total expenses of the institution. 

Every precaution is taken to guard the health of the stu- 
dents. The best >anitary conditions are maintained about the 
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buildings, abundant and wholesome fool is furnished at the 
table and there is daily physical exercise in a well appointed 
^mnasium. The lake region of Florida is noted for its 
bealthfulness, and we are proud to say that during the past 
tenjyears, there has been at Rollins no death, no contagious 
disease, no malaria that originated here nor a single case of 
protracted illness of any kind. There could not be a better 
record than this. 

Under our new president's management we look for great 
advance in all directions. Already the curriculum has been 
widened, new courses of instruction have been opened to the 
students, and many further additions are to be inaugurated at 
once. Several new instructors have been added to the faculty, 
whose preparation is such as to retain the high standard Rol- 
hns has always demanded of her teachers. 

Under Mr. Ward's guidance the college will be conducted 
on a broad non-sectarian basis. The aim will be to furnish a 
practical training to all students. The high standard of the 
•college and academic work will be carefully retained. At the 
same time it is intended to offer in addition courses suitable 
for the training of students for earning their own living. 
Many young men and women are anxious to attend school but 
have only a limited time for such a privilege, and wish to make 
their studies count toward a livelihood. For all such practi- 
cal courses are arranged. 

Students will be fitted to act as stenogra])hers and book- 
keepers, and will be given a general idea of business law. 

The Normal class will train young ladies for teachers, a 
^' Model" school furnishing them opportunity for practice in 
teaching, while the class room work will fit them for the re- 
quirements made by the State and County Boards of Educa- 
tion. 

There are six buildings. Knowles Hall contains seven large 
recitation rooms, and the Chapel. The Lyman Gymnasium 
is a handsome building, completely equipped with modern 
gymnastic appliances. There are two cottages for boys. Each 
contains a reception room and single rooms for about thirty 
students, besides teachers who live with them. The hall for 
ladies will accommodate about seventy persons. It has a re- 
ception room, two parlors, bath rooms supplied with hot and 
cold water, and the entire building is heated by the hot water 
rsystem. It is a delightful home for the young ladies. Another 
building contains the dining room, kitchen, store rooms, etc. 
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The ^^cottage system,"' so popular in the best edacational 
institutions of the day, is the rule at Rollins. 

One of the distinctive features of the College is its plan to 
provide home life for its students. The students live in cot- 
tages along with matrons and members of the faculty who 
have charge of them. Tho purpose is to control the student 
by such salutary restrictions as parents would impose, and to 
surround him with the cheerful and refining influences of a 
Christian home. 

' The total cost for tuition, board and room is $165 for the 
entire year. A separate room is assigned each student with- 
out extra charge. 

For the two years contemplated in this report the following 
is a brief summary: 

Summary of students for college year 1894-95: 

Collegiate Dep't 11 

Preparatory Dep't 137 

Music Dep't 70 

Total 218 

Names repealed 51 

Total number receiving instruction 167 

For year 1895-96: 

Collegiate Dep't 14 

Preparatory Dep't 159 

Music Dep't 84 

Total 257 

Names repeated 62 

Total number receiving instruction 195 

The year 1896-97 opens with a large increase in numbers, the 
attendance at the present writing being far in advance of the 
total number enrolled during the last college year. 

Respectfully, 

E. C. Hills, 

Clerk of Faculty. 



FLORIDA CONFERENCE COLLEGE. 

LBSSBXTBG, FLORIDA. 

Enrollment: Session of 1895-96, 70. 
Fall Term, 1896-97, 89. 

FACULTY. 

Rev. J. T. Nolen, A. B., B. D., President, (Emory and Hen- 
ry Colleere, and Vanderbilt University) Mental and Moral 
Science. 

E. F. Herman, A. B., (Syracuse University, N. Y.) An- 
cient and Modern Languages. 

Rev. F. A. Taylor, A. M., (Central College, Mo.) Adjunct 
Professor of Ancient Languages. 

H. C. Morrison, B. S. D., (\^arrenburg Normal, Missouri, 
and University of Chicago) Higher Mathematics and Natu- 
ral Science. 

Mrs. Beulah M. Warner, A. B., (Florida Conference Col- 
lege) English and History. 

Rev. B. F. Lovelace, A. B., (Florida Conference College) 
Instructor in Mathematics. 

J. N. Piatt, M. S., (Florida Conference College) Tutor in 
Natural Science. 

Mrs. A. S. Barnett, (New England Conservatory) Vocal and 
Instrumental Music. 

Miss Fannie Collins, A. B., ( Wesleyan Female College) Art 
and Physical Culture. 

Miss Hannah W. Hopson, A. B., (Florida Conference Col- 
lege) Stenography and Typewriting. 

COURSE OF STUDY. 

SUB-FBBSHMAN DEPARTMENT FIEST TEAR — FALL TERM. 

English — Reading, Word Lessons, Language Lessons; 
Latin — Introductory Latin; Mathematics — Grammar School 
Arithmetic; Science — Descriptive Geography; The JBihU. 

SPRING TERM. 

English — Reading, Word Lessons, Language Lessons; 
Latin — ^Introductory Latin; Mathematics — Grammar School 
Arithmetic; Science — Descriptive Geography; The Bible. 

11 - . • 
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SECOND YEAR — FALL TKUM. 



English — Orthography, U. S. History, Intermediate Gram- 
mar; fjatin — Introductory Latin Completed; Greek — Begin- 
ners' Book — White-^ Mathematics — Higher Arithmetic, School 
Algebra; Science — Physiology; The Bible. 

SPRING TERM. 

English — Orthography, U. S. History, Intermediate Gram- 
mar; Latin — Caesar begun, Grammar; Greek — Beginners' 
Book — White; Mathematics — Higher Arithmetic, School 
Algebra; Science — Elementary Botany; The Bible, 

COLLEGIATE DEPARTMENT FRESHMAN CLASS FALL TERM. 

English — Higher Grammar, General History; Latin — 
OaBsar completed. Grammar and Composition; Greek — Ana- 
basis begun. Grammar and Composition; Matheinatics — Col- 
lege Algebra; Natural Science — Physical Geography; The 
Bible, 

SPRING TERM. 

English — Higher Grammar completed. General History 
-completed; Latin — Virgil, Grammar and Composition; G^eek 
— ^Anabasis completed. Grammar and Composition; Mathe- 
matics — Algebra, Plane Geometry; Natural Science — Ele- 
mentary Physics; The Bible, 

SOPHOMORE CLASS FALL TERM. 

English — Rhetoric, American Literature; Latin — Cicero 
Grammar and Composition; Greek — Plato, Grammar and 
CJomposition; Metheniatics — Solid Geometry; Natural Science 
— Elementary Chemistry; 2'he Bible, 

SPRING TERM. 

English — English Literature, English History; Latin — 
Livy, Grammar and Composition; Greek — Herodotus and Se- 
lections, Grammar and Composition; Mathematics — Trigo- 
nometry; Plane and Spherical; Natural Science — Zoology; 
The Bible, 

JUNIOR CLASS FALL TERM. 

English — Study of English Classics with Lectures; Xa^//i — 
Horace, Prosody; Greek — Homer's Iliad, Prosody; Mathe- 
matics — Analytical Geometry; Natural Science — Higher 
Physics; The Bible, 
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SPRING TERM. 



English — Studies, Essays and Lectures; Latin — Juvenal or 
Tacitus; Greek — Demosthenes, De Corona; 3fathetnatics — 
Differential and Integral Calculus; Hntural Science — Higher 
Botany; The Bible. 



SENIOR CLASS— FALL TERM. 



Mathematics — Mechanics; Mental and Moral Science — 
Psychology with Lectures and Parallel Headings; Political 
and Social Science — Political Economy with Readings and 
Lectures; iVa^i^ra/ Science — Higher Chemistry with Experi- 
mental Lectures; The Bible, 



SPRING TERM. 

Mathematics — Astronomy; Mental and Moral Science^ 
Moral Science and Logic with Lectures; Political and Social 
Science — American Government with Supplementary Work; 
Natural Science — Geology and Chemistry with Lectures; The 
Bible 

NORMAL COURSE. 

The aim of this course is to give teachers a more thorough 
professional training. Many teachers of our public schools 
need special training to prepare them for better professional 
work. To help these teachers and others who expect to make 
teaching a profession the following course will supply a long- 
felt need. 

It is the purpose of the faculty to make this course a perma- 
nent department of the college work. By this means teachers 
can get special training for their profession, and also the 
•deeper educational training which comes from studying the 
regular branches of a college curriculum. If a teacher edu- 
cates, he himself must be educated. No teacher is truly edu- 
cated and properly qualified for his responsible work who has 
not mastered at least some branches of a college course. It 
is purposed therefore not only to give teachers as much nor- 
mal training as possible, but also to give them as much college 
training as practicable with the limited time they have. They 
will thus be better educated and become better educators in 
the public schools where better educational work is so much 
needed . 

COURSE OF STUDY. 

1. Arithmetic. I. Orthography. 

^. Grammar. 8. Reading. 

5. Descriptive Geography. 9. Composition. 
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4. History. 10. Theory and Practice of 

5. Civil Government. Teaching. 

6. Algebra. 11. Physiology. 

12. Physical Geography. 

REMARKS. 

In May, 1895, J. T. Nolen, A. B., B. D., was elected Presi- 
dent. Ilie faculty elected at that time to assist him in all de- 
partments consisted of only three teachers besides himself. 
The next session opened witii the four teachers and about 40 
students. It closed with seven teachers and 70 students. 
For the present session ('96-97) eleven teachers have been 
employed and 89 students have been enrolled before the end 
of the fall term. 

The financial depression following the late freeze decreased 
the patronage for a time, but in spite of this fact, recent im- 
provements have been made and the college is better equipped 
and IS doing better work than ever. 

The following advantages and improvements may be men- 
tioned : 

1. The faculty has-been increased. There is a sufficient 
number of teachers to meet all the requirements of a full col- 
lege course. 

2. The course of study has been raised and made more full 
and complete than heretofore. 

3. The time of class recitation has been increased from 30 
to 40 minutes — an increase of 50 per cent. 

4. New materials and apparatus have been purchased for 
the laboratory. 

5. A large cistern has been constructed to furnish pure wa- 
ter for the College Home and the Main Building. 

6. Four new Mathusheck pianos have been bought for the 
music department. 

7. A Normal Course has been added to the departments of 
instruction, giving special advantages to those who expect to 
make teaching a profession. 

8. The fact should be noted that the expense for one ses- 
sion in the Florida Conference College is from 150.00 to 
1100.00 less than in most other colleges of like grade. 

9. The college is in a healthful locality. During the last 
ten years no student has died at the college and during the 
last session many have improved in health. 
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10. The excellent moral and religious influences of the 
t;own and college should not be undervalued. 

11. By means of the Mess Hall, which has been successfully 
Tun, students of limited means have gotten board at the nom- 
inal cost of 14.50 per month. 

12. The Boarding Department of College Home has been 
placed under the successful management of Mr. T. R. Pierce 
and wife, who have given good board for 110.00 per month. 

The Board of Trustees and friends are alive to the interests 
of the college, and their intention is to continue making im- 
provements till the Florida Conference College stands in the 
front rank among the educational institutions of our land. 

John T. Nolen, 

President. 



ST. LEO MILITARY COLLEGE. 

ST. LEO, FLOBIDA. 

In the hilly regions of Pasco Countj, Florida, on the line 
of the Plant System Railroad, and delightfully situated on the 
silvery waters of Lake Jovita, stands St. L^ Military College^ 
the first and only Catholic College in the ^te. This Institu- 
tion is conducted by the Fathers of the Order of St. Bene- 
dict. 

The Benedictine Order has always been foremost in the 
ranks of educators and Christianizers of the world. Founded 
by St. Benedict on Monte Casino, Italy, A. D. 520, it soon 
spread over the whole of Europe. Most European IJniversi- 
ties owe their origin to this famous Order. 

In the year 1846 it was transplanted to America by Arch-^ 
Abbot Wimmer, who laid his first foundations at Latrobe, Pa. 
From thence it spread rapidly over the whole Union. The 
Benedictine Monks now have colleges at Latrobe, Pa^ Man- 
chester, N. H., Newark, N. J., Atchison, Kan., Collegeville, 
Minn., Cullman, Ala., Belmont, N. C, Peru, BL, Chicago, 111^ 
and at Saint Leo, Fla. This latter institution was founded hy 
Abbot Haid of Belmont, N. C, A. D. 1889. 

The Monks came to Florida at the frequent and earnest; 
solicitations of Rt. Rev. Bishop More of St. Augustine, Fhu. 
Though one of the first to receive the gospel, Florida was 
without a single Catholic College for boys until the advent of 
the Benedictines in 1889. 

St. Leo Military College is situated on Lake Joyita in one 
of the healthiest spots of South Florida. Lake Jovita ia within 
three minute's walk of the college, and is an endless source of 
pleasure to those fond of rowing, fishing and bathing. Other 
out-door sports are seasonably indulged in. A gynmasiom^ ^ 
now in course of erection, will be a great assistance to the^ 
physical development of the students. The best advertis^^ 
ment for the healthfulness of Pasco County is the fact, that 
within the last five years the College Infirmary has had but 
one inmate. 

Though begun under the most adverse circumstances, with- 
out any endowment fund, the poverty of Catholics generally 
and the apparent apathy of those who should have been ita 
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warmest supporters, this institution began to flourish and as 
the present time fulfills the most sanguine expectations of itt 
founder. 

The buildings will accommodate about forty boarders and is 
generally taxed to its fullest capacity. 

Thorough instruction is given in the Commercial and Classi- 
cal Departments. 

Military Drill by one of the Fathers is obligatory for all. 

Students, no matter what their religious profession, are ad- 
mitted at any time. 

Post Office, Telegraph and Express Offices in the college 
building. 

The strictest attention is paid to a boy's moral training. 

By an especial act of the Legislature, approved by the Gov- 
ernor June 4, 1889, this corporation was created to have and 
possess the right and power of conferring the usual academic 
degrees granted by any college in the State. 

The receipts of the college for the term 1895-96 amounted 
to Five Thousand Dollars. The grounds and buildings are 
valued at 125,000. 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 

Rt. Rev. Chables H. More, O. St. B., President, 

Rev. F. Benedict, O. St. B., Vice President, 

Rev. F. Roman, O. St. B., 

Rev. F. James, O. St. B., 

Rev. F. Louis, O. St. B., Secretary. 

COURSES OF INSTRUCTION. 

1. PREPARATORY COURSE. 

This class is intended for pupils who are not sufficiently ad- 
vanced to enter the Commercial or the Classical Course. It 
presents boys and young men whose time and means are lim- 
ited, with a good opportunity for obtaining a fair knowledge 
of English, German, Arithmetic and the other necessary 
branches of an ordinary education. 

TEXT BOOKS. 

Hdigioua Instruction — Catechism (Council Baltimore); 
JSnglish — Reed's Introductory Language Work (Grammar), 
Reed's Word Lessons (Speller), Gilmour's CathoUc National 
Third Reader; Arithmetic — Robinson's Rudiments; Bible 
JSRstory — Spaulding's; Geography — Mitchell's Elementary; 
German — (optional); Penmanship, 
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2. THE COMMERCIAL COURSE. 

A thorough practical business education is the prime object 
of the Commercial Course. Yet it also aims to prepare young 
men for educated society, supplying them with such useful 
knowledge as may lit them for entering a professional calling, 
should this be desired. A competent knowlege of the ele- 
ments of English, Arithmetic, Geography, etc., is a requisite 
for admission to this course. Students who pass a satisfactory 
examination in all the branches prescribed, may receive the 
Diploma, with the title of Master of Accounts. Three years 
are ordinarily required for graduation; more advanced students 
may, however, be admitted to the second or first class on en- 
tering the college. 

THIRD CLASS. 

Meligioua Instruction — Catechism Council Baltimore and 
Spaulding's Bible History, Vol. I; English — Reed and Kel- 
logg's Graded Lessons (Grammar), Reed's Word Lessons 
(Speller), Gilmour's Catholic National Fourth Reader, Practi- 
cal Exercises in Composition; German — Worman's Complete; 
Arithmetic — Robinson's Practical; Bookkeeping — Critten- 
den's Counting-House; United States History — Sadlier's; 
Geography — Mitchell's Intermediate; Penmanship, 

SECOND CLASS. 

Religious Instruction — Deharbe No. 2, and Spaulding's 
Church History, Vol. II ; English — Reed and Kellogg's 
Higher Lessons (Grammar), Reed's Word Lessons (Speller)^ 
Gilmour's Catholic National Fifth Reader, Practical Exercises 
in Composition; German — Worman's Complete; Arithmetic — 
Robinson's Higher, Repetition of Fractions, Decimals, etc.. 
Ratio, Simple Proportion, Five Problems of Percentage, Sim- 
ple Interest; Bookkeeping — Williams and Rogers', Single 
and Double Entry; General History — Kearney's; Geography 
— Mitchell's Intermediate; Penmanship, 

FIRST CLASS. 

Religious Instruction — Deharbe No. 1; English Rhetf^ric — 
Quackenbos Debating Society; Literature — Jenkins'; Arith- 
metic — Robinson's Higher; Algebra — Brooks' Normal; Geom- 
etry and Trigonometry — Brooks' Normal; Bookkeeping — 
Williams and Rogers' (completed); General History — Kear- 
ney's Compendium; Geography — Mitchell's Ancient and Mod- 
ern Atlas; Logic — Hill's; Political Economy — Lectures; Com- 
mercial Law — Lectures; Civil Gomrnment — Lectures; Com.- 
position — Practical Exercises, etc.; Elocution — Selections. 
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3. THE CLASSICAL COURSE. 

This course is especially designed for aspirants to the Holy 
Priesthood. 

A solid classical training is the soul of a collegiate educa- 
tion, and hence no young man should fail to embrace this 
course before he devotes himself to any special branch of 
study. 

FIFTH CLASS. 

Heligious Instruction — Catechism Council Baltimore and 
Spaulding's Bible History, Vol. I; Latin — Englemann'fr 
Grammar, to Section 111, page 124; Englemann's Exercises, 
to Section 193, page 89; English — Reed and Kellogg's Gra- 
ded Lessons (Grammar), Reed's Word Lessons (Speller), Gil- 
mour's Catholic National Fourth Reader, Practical Exercises 
in Composition; German — Worman's Complete; Arithmetic — 
Robinson's Practical; United States History — Sadlier's; Geog- 
raphy — Mitchell's Intermediate; Penmanship. 

FOURTH CLASS. 

Heligious Instruciion — Deharbe No. 2, and Span Mingo's 
Church History, Vol. II ; Latin — First Session — Englemann's 
Granmiar, Repetition, to Section 185, page 202; Englemann's 
Exercises, to Section 321, page 169. Second Session — Extracts 
from Grecian and Roman Antiquity; Greek — Second Session, 
Spiess and Seiffert's Grammar to Chapter XVIII ; English — 
Reed and Kellogg's Higher Lessons (Grammar), Reed's Word 
Lessons (Speller), Gilmour's Catholic National Fifth Reader, 
Practical Exercises in Composition; German — Worman's 
Complete (completed); Arithmetic — Brooks' New Written, 
Repetition of Fractions, Decimals, etc., Ratio, Simple Pro- 
portion, Five Problems of Percentage, Simple Interest; United 
Mates History — Sadlier'i*; Geography — Mitchell's School 
Geography and Atlas; Pnemanship. 

THIRD CLASS. 

Iteligious Instruction — Deharbe No. 1; Latin — Zumpt's 
Grammar, Syntax to Section 517 (Rep.), CaBsar and Ovid, An- 
thon's Latin Prose Composition, Written Exercises; Greek — 
Spiess and Seiffert's Grammar to Chapter XXXI., Breitter's 
Exercises; English Rhetoric — Quackenbos, Composition, De- 
bating Society; Elocution — Selections; Arithmetic — Robin- 
son's Higher (completed); Algebra — Brook's Normal; Geome^ 
try — Brook's Normal; History — Kearney's Compendium; 
Geography — Mitchell's Ancient and Modern Atlas; Chemistry 
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— Steele's Fourteen Weeks; Natural Philosophy — Steele's 
Fourteen Weeks. 

SECOND CLASS. 

Religious Instruction — Weninger's Manual, Part 1; Latin 
— Zumpt's Grammar, to Section 672, Cicero de Senectute et 
de Amicitia, et de Officies, Virgil, Latin Prose Composition, 
Written Exercises; Ghreek — Spiess and Seiffert's Grammar, 
Repetition, Irregular verbs, to Chapter XXXIII, Breitter's 
Exercises, Xenophon; English Rhetoric — ^Blair's; English 
lAterature — Jenkins; Composition — Practical Exercises; Al- 
gebra — Robinson's University, to page 217; Geometry — (Plain 
and Sperical), Robinson's Newtopage 243;J5R«<ory — Fredet's 
Modem; Geology — Steele's Fourteen Weeks; Astronomy — 
Steele's Fourteen Weeks; Elocution — Selections. 

FIRST CLASS. 

Religious Instruction — Weninger's Manual (completed) or 
Concil, Trident; Latin — Zumpt's Grammar (completed), Cice- 
ro's Orations, Horace, Latin Prose Composition, Written Ex- 
ercises; Greek — Spiess and Seiffert's Grammar (completed). 
New Testament, Homer, Written Exercises; English Rhetoric 
— Blair's (completed); English literature — Jenkins' (com- 
pleted); Algebra — Robinson's University (completed); Trigo- 
nometry — (Plain and Spherical) Robinson's (completed); 
History — Fredet's Modem (completed); Bookkeeping — 
Williams' and Rogers' (completed); Composition — Practical 
Exercises; Political Economy — Lectures; Civil Government — 
Lectures; Elocution — Selections. 

No student will be exempted from any branch of studies 
prescribed in the regular course. After the Quarterly Exam- 
inations, students who fall below the average (70 per cent.), 
and offer no hopes of graduating or advancing to a higher 
class the following year, will be sent to a lower grade. 

RULES OP CONDUCT. 

1. Students must be obedient and respectful to the officers 
of the College, and observe habitual politeness towards one 
another. 

2. During study and class hours, in going to and from the 
chapel and dining-room, in the dormitories and in the labora- 
tory the strictest silence and order must be observed. 

3. Students must always be where their respective duties 
call them. Standing about in the halls during class and study 
hours will not be tolerated. 

4. No student is allowed to leave the College premises with- 
out the Rector's permission. 
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5. All running, whistling and noisy plays within the honse 
are strictly prohibited. 

6. Students will be held responsible for any damage they 
do to property. 

7. Day scholars bringing tobacco or intoxicants for the 
boarders will be expelled. 

8. Letters to parents may be written on any day of the 
week. 

9. Students that have made their first holy communion are 
to approach the Sacraments once a month. 

10. Students are not allowed to go to the Lake unless 
accompanied by one of the Fathers. 

11. Students who habitually disregard these rules, or who 
create discontent, will be expelled. 

TEBMS FOB SESSION OF TEN MONTHS. 

Bowd, Tuition and Washing of Linen 1200 00 

Piano, with use of Instrument 30 00 

Phonography 10 00 

Telegraphy 20 00 

Typewriting 12 00 

French and Spanish, each 20 00 

VioUn 20 00 

Graduation Fee 5 00 

Day Scholars, per month 5 00 

Rt. Rev. Charles H. More, O. St. B., 

President* 
Saint Leo, Florida. 



FLORIDA NORMAL SCHOOL AND BUSINESS 

INSTITUTE. 

WHITE 8PRiy(;S, FLORIDA. 

The Florida Normal College was organized in 1887, and 
incorporated by the Legislature of the State of Florida. 

By the Legislature of 1889 a donation of $5,000 was made 
to this College. The consideration on the part of the State 
for this exceedingly liberal donation being a tender of free 
tuition in the Literary Department of this College perpetually 
for one pupil from each Senatorial District, to be subject to 
the appointment of the State Senator thereof. 

The School has now Literary, Commercial, Music and Art 
Departments. Other departments will be added as the needs 
of the School may demand. In the Literary Department three 
courses are sustained — Teachers', Scientific and Classical. 
The length of the term is ten weeks. 

The following privilege was granted this College in the 
original charter, Acts of 1887: 

Chapter 3809, Section 6. "Whenever the prescribed course 
of study in said School and Institute has been approved by 
the proper public school authorities of the State, the graduates 
holding Diplomas in either the Classic or Scientific Course, 
«hall be deemed qualified to teach in the common schools of 
the State, and such Diploma shall stand in lieu of a first-class 
<5ertificate, as issued under the State laws; provided^ such 
Diploma is endorsed in writing on the back by the State 
Superintendent of Schools." 

LITERARY DEPARTMENT. 

teachers' ENGLISH COURSE FIRST TERM. 

/Studies — Practical Arithmetic, English Grammar, IT. S. 

History, Orthography, Physiology; Drills — Penmanship, 
Reading, Letter writing. Parliamentary Law. 

SECOND TERM. 

Studies — Higher Arithmetic, English Analysis, Rhetoric 
and Composition, Descriptive Geography, Algebra ; Drills-r- 
Penmanship, Elocution, Debating. 
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THIRD TERM. 



Studies — Civil Government, Physical Geography, Psychol- 
ogy, Algebra, Pedagogy ; Drills — Drawing, Vocal Music, De- 
bating, Essays. 



NORMAL TERM. 



Studies — Elocution, Penmanship, Reviews, Essays, Ora- 
tions ; Drills — Theory and Practice, Teachers' Training, Dis- 
cussion of Methods, Graduating Orations. 



SCIENTIFIC COURSE. 

FIRST TERM. 



Studies — Geometry, Botany, Caesar, English Literature, 
History of Greece and Rome ; Drills — Constitutional His- 
tory, Debating (Historical Questions), Parliamentary Law. 



SECOND TERM. 



Studies — Trigonometry, Geology, Caesar, English Litera- 
ture, History of Germany ; Drills — Constitutional History, 
Debating, (Ethical Questions.) 

THIRD TERM. 

Studies — Analytics, Chemistry, Virgil, American Literatur e 
History of France ; Drills — Constitutional History, Debatin g 
(Political Questions.) 

FOURTH TERM. 

Studies — Astronomy, Physics, Virgil, American Literature, 
History of England ; Drills — Constitutional History, Senate. 

FIFTH TERM. 

Studies — Calculus, Teachers' Training, Reviews ; Drills — 
Graduating Orations. 

CLASSICAL COURSE. 

FIRST TERM. 

Studies — Psychology, Cicero, Greek ; Drills — Class Essays, 
Debating, Term Orations. 

SECOND TERM. 

Studies — Logic, Horace, Xenophon ; Drills — Class Essays, 
Debating, Term Orations. 

12 
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THIRD TERM. 



Studies — Political Economy, Juvenal, Homer; Drills — 
Class Essays, Debating, Term Orations. 



FOURTH TERM. 



Studies — Criticism, Livy, Homer; Drills — Class Essays, 
Debating, Term Orations. 

FIFTH TERM. 

Studies — Ethnology, Greek Testament, Training; Drills — 
Reviews, Graduating Theses. 

Diplomas: Teachers' Course, Bachelor of Didactics, 
Scientific Course, Bachelor of Science. Classical Course, 
Bachelor of Arts. 

MUSICAL DEPARTMENT. 

PIAXO — FIRST COURSE. 

Technical — Schmidt, Five Finger Exercises; Duvernoy, 
Ecole de Mechanism, I; Duvernoy, Ecole de Mechanism, II; 
Duvernoy, de Mechanism, III; Czerny, Etudes de la Velocitie, 
I; Czerny, Etudes de la Velocitie, II; Czerny, Etudes de la 
Velocitie, III; Czerny, Etudes de la Velocitie, IV; Cramer, 
Etudes, (H. V. Bulow), I; Cramer, Etudes (H. v. Bulow) II; 
Cramer, Etudes (H. v. Bulow), III. 

Musical — Czerny, 110 Exercises; dementi, 6 Sonatinas; Cle- 
menti Sonatinas; Kuhlan, Sonatinas; Kuhlan, Sonatinas; Hay- 
den, Sonatas, (selected); Mozart, Sonatas, (selected); Mozart, 
Sonatas, (Selected); Mozart, (Selected; Beethoven, Sonatas, 
(Selected); Beethoven, Sonatas, (Selected). 

Scales, arpeygias and other technics throughout this course. 
Compositions of a lighter and more modern style, interspersed 
with the classic pieces. Harmony. 

Diploma: Teacher of Music. 

SECOND COURSE. 

Kullack, Octave Exercises; Chapin, Etudes, Op. 10, 1, or II.; 
Chapin, Etudes, Op. 25, I. or II. 

Beethoven, Sonatas, (Selected); Mendelssohn, G Min. Con- 
certo; Beethoven, C Min. Concerto; Beethoven, E b. Maj. 
Concerto; Hummel, A Min. Concerto. 

Suitable technics, (Tansig, Mocheles, Mason, etc.) Compo- 
sitions by Liszt, Henselt, Raff, Rubenstein, Mendelssohn, 
Chapin, Bach, etc. Harmony. 

Diploma: Master of Music. 
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VOCAL CULTURE. 

ITALIAN METHOD. 

- Bassini, Art of Singing;'' Aprile, Solfeggios; Cressentini, 
Solfeggios; Concone, Solfeggios. 

Concone, 50 Lessons; Ballads; Opera and Oratorio Parts; 
Opera and Oratorio Parts. 

Murchesi, and other noted studies, compositions, classical 
and modern. 

Diploma: Master of Singing. 

VIOLIN. 

Wichtle, Violin Method, Keyser, Etudes I and II Kreutzer, 
Etudes, Solos and Duets by old and modeni masters. 
The above curriculum will be adhered to strictly. 

R. Fasolt. 
Dir. Mus. King of Prussia, formerly teacher at Sterns' Con- 
servatory of Mus., Berlin, Prussia, Director. 

COMMERCIAL DEPARTMENT. 

accountants' coursk. 

first term. 

Studies — Book-keeping, Arithmetic, Grammar; Drills — De- 
bating, Letter writing. 

second term. 

Studies — Advanced Book-keeping, Commercial Arithmetic, 
•Grammar; Drills — Business Forms, Debating. 

BUSINESS course. 
FIRST TERM. 

Studies — Book-keeping, Arithmetic, Grammar; Drills — 
Letter Writing, Debating, Penmanship. 

second TERM. 

Stadies — Book-keeping (Advanced), Arithmetic (Commer- 
>cial), Grammar; Drills — Business Forms, Penmanship, Com- 
mercial Law, Debating. 

THIRD TERM. 

Studies — Actual Business, Rhetoric, Political Economy; 
DHUs — Commercial Law, Debating, Penmanship . 

This department comprises two courses, for the first cer- 
tificate is given, for the remaining one a diploma. 

For further information, address, 

Thos. D. Kirk, President. 



JASPER NORMAL INSTITUTE. 

JASPER, FLORIDA. 

Hon, W. N, Sheats^ Tallahassee^ JFlorida: 

Dear Sir — In reply to your request of Dec. 20, 1896, I 
take pleasure in forwarding you the following report: 

Jasper Normal Institute was established in September, 1890. 
It opened with sixty pupils and four teachers. In the spring 
of 1894, a second building was erected. The school now oc- 
cupies two good frame buildings with 11,400 square feet of 
floor space, separated into sixteen rooms. The buildings are 
well supplied with appropriate school furniture. The labora- 
tory is well equipped with chemical and physical apparatus* 
A full set of tools and a work bench are provided and pupils 
are instructed in the manufacture of such apparatus as may be 
easily and cheaply made. 

The library is supplied with six sets of encyclopaedias and 
numerous other reference works together with a large num- 
ber of the best histories and works on literature, science, etc. 
The students have access to an excellent pedagogical library, 
owned by the principal. The reading room is regularly sup- 
plied with a number of leading papers and periodicals. 

The faculty at present consists of eight teachers. Six of 
them are graduates of leading normal schools. 

The courses of study are arranged so as to give the student 
the maximum amount of knowledge and mental power in the 
minimum time. 

Ope of the principal aims of Jasper Normal Institute is to 
train young men and women, who desire to teach, to perform 
properly the duties of the school room. How well this work 
has been done was stated in the Biennial Report of Florida 
Schools for 1892-94, page 51: "A few years later, J. M. 
Guilliams, a former professor in the above named Normal 
(White Springs) established the Jasper Normal Institute, in 
Hamilton county also, which has today alarger patronage, and 
100 per cent, more students successfully conducting public 
schools at this time than any two schools dependent upon 
State appropriations." 

In addition to preparation, for teaching, our courses furnish 
an excellent business education including Book-keeping, Com- 
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mercial Law, Business Practice, Short-hand, Telegraphy, etc. 
Our Scientific Course prepares students for teaching in the 
higher grades of public schools in the State, or for enterance 
to the best schools of law or medicine. 

Special stress is placed on drawing and vocal music. All 
who expect to teach are urged to prepare themselves well in 
these useful or rather essential branches. 

Tuition charges are ten dollars per term of ten weeks. (The 
school year is divided into four ten-week terms). Board in 
excellent private families is ten dollars per month. 

The health record of Jasper and the school is somewhat 
phenominal: Not a single death from disease among white 
persons between the ages of 6 and 25 years has occurred in 
Jasper since the school was established. 

The attendance has steadily increased from the opening of 
the school. The total enrollment for the year ending June 
20, 1896, was 293. Four States were represented. 24 coun- 
ties of Florida and 6 in Georgia sent students. 150 came 
from territory outside of Jasper. 

The total number of graduates since the school was organ- 
ized, is as follows : Teachers' Course, 55 ; Commercial Course, 
10; Scientific Course, 39; Music Course, 3. 

The attendance for the first half of the present year is 
larger than for the corresponding time of any preceding 
year. 

The school has always been self-supporting. The principa, 
has the sole management of the institution. It is, therefore! 
free from any political or sectarian domination. The teachers 
are chosen entirely on account of fitness for the work to be 
done. Each has his or her entire energies devoted to making 
the school a success. 

Very respectfully, 

J. M. GUILLIAMS, 

Prin. Jasper Normal Inst. 



ORANGE PARK NORMAL AND MANUAL 
TRAINING SCHOOL. 

Oeangk Park, Fla^ Dec. 26, 1898. 
H<m. Win. N. iSheats, t^itperinUndent of Public Inatmction, 

Tallahassee. Fla.: 

Sib — We have the honor to receive your letter of the 19tht 
requesting a representation of the " XorDial snd IndaHtrial 
Sohool at Orange Park, Fla.," for your Biennial Report. Tou 
express a wish for the " date of fonnding, the object or pnr- 
pose of the school, the number of students, curriculum, pres- 
ent faculty," etc. You inquire also "how attendance is di' 
vided as to race, our experience and opinion as to oo-eduoalion 
of the races," etc. 

We appreciate j-our request and submit the following : 

The Orange Park Normal and Manual Tnuning School 
opened in the fall of 1891, with 'J6 students, 16 of whom 
were boarders. The second year the number was 116. The 
attendance has averted about 100 pnpils from that time dll 
the close of last year. 

This school was founded by the American Missionary Asso- 
ciation in view of an appeal from the State AssociatioD of 
Congregational Ministers of Florida who had acquainted 
themselves with the educational needs of the colored people. 
Several offers of location were reeeived by the Asaooiation, 
among which was the very choice one of several acres at 
Orange Park. This, which was made a gift by the town to 
the Association, included a handsome campus covered with 
oak and orange trees. The offer of this site having been ac- 
cepted, a large central school building was erected with two 
additional dormitories, one tor boys, and the other for girls. 
A spacious Manual Labor Building was also ereoted Id which 
architecture, drawing, wood work and carpentry should be 
taught. Subsequently a very handsome chapel was added to 
the plant which has cost about |'2.5,000. This does not include 
the funds which have gone into the school for salaries, mun- 
tenance and regular support. 

The school was founded directly with reference to the ed- 
ucation of colored youth, and ]>arttcularly, as teachers of their 
race. It soon attained to a high rank, due to the experienced 
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teachers who were secured. When the property was given to 
the society, it was received with the understanding that the 
white people should have the privileges of education at the 
institution if they should so desire. This was not nominated 
in the bond but was understood as a moral obligation on the 
part of the society in view of the generous gift of the land 
for the purposes of the institution. 

This special request was made as no school for miles around 
would be likely to afford equal privileges. Consequently while 
the school was founded to educate the colored youth especially, 
white youth who lived almost without exception in the imme- 
diate vicinity and at the homes of their parents were not re- 
fused admittance. The few white students who boarded in 
the dining hall sat at their own tables. They had separate 
rooms, occupied different rows of seats in the chapel, and 
were under no compulsion in any way to mingle with the 
other race. As to the doctrine of social equality, it was 
neither talked of or mentioned. This is no part of the school 
work. 

The institution was simply what it was intended to be, 
namely, a school in which Christian ideas should be constantly 
dominant in teaching and practice, while the educational 
standard should be thoroughly sincere and high. Whoever 
needed the advantages of the school were received in this 
Christian spirit and were taught by experienced and Christian 
teachers, with the purpose of building up intellectual, moral 
and Christian, character, and with a desire and purpose to pre- 
vent the very evils evident in the South, which come from 
immoral commingling of the races. As a result of this care- 
ful teaching the white pupils and the colored pupils have held 
themselves in such self respect as to confirm the instruction 
and influences of the school. 

The American Missionary Association has a large number 
of Normal Schools in the various Southern States, many of 
which have a history of thirty years. They have won the 
confidence and received the commendations of Southern edu- 
cators, and in many cases their valuable cooperation. Many of 
these schools have local trustees, who are Southern people, 
and who act as visiting and advisory committees. In any one of 
them where a reason existed for the admission of white 
children of the Professors to receive the advantages of the in- 
stitution these children have been admitted, and the observa- 
tion of years has sustained our judgment that such exceptional 
cases have resulted in no injury to any one. 
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The Orange Park School is entirely a private institution. 
No aid has ever been asked from the State or received from it. 
Those who sustain it therefore have claimed the right to their 
judgment that those who may need its benefits should have 
the liberty and privilege of sharing them under Christian re- 
strictions, watch and care. We agree in the belief that such 
•commingling of the races as now exists in the South is 
thoroughly wicked. We join in the purpose to create every 
possible influence against it. It may be added that the num- 
ber of white pupils at the Orange Park School has been 
entirely exceptional and that the American Missionary Asso- 
ciation has no crusade on its hands in this direction. 

The school began with pupils mostly in the lower grades. 
It has graduated in its short history seven, who have completed 
the entire course, which includes three years in the Primary, 
two years in the Intermediate, two years in the Grammar, and 
a Normal Course of four years. 

The number of Normal students was increasing until the 
events of last year. The total number of students enrolled 
iast year was 91. The total number of white pupils last year 
was 17, all of whom were day pupils, living in the immediate 
vicinity. 

The course of study contemplates twelve grades, and from 
the entrance to the Primary grade extends through twelve 
years. The Intermediate grades continue through two years, 
and the Grammar grades through two years. 

The Normal course of four years has for its first year. Ad- 
vanced Arithmetic, Grammar, Physiology, Morals, etc.; for 
its second year. Algebra, Physical Geography, General His- 
tory, Rhetoric, Civil Government, etc.; for its third year, Phys- 
ics, English Literature, Astronomy, Chemistry, Botany and 
Book-keeping; for its fourth year. Geometry, Pedagogics, 
Theory and Practice, Methods, Psychology, etc. 

Orthography, Rhetorical exercises, etc., are continued 
through the four years. 

Pupils in the Normal course are given lessons in stenogra- 
phy and typewriting. 

In Manual Training, Mechanical Drawing is taught in con- 
nection with shop work with thorough drill in reading and 
making drawings for constructional purposes, followed later 
by more general, complicated and finished work. 

All the girls in the school receive careful instruction in sew- 
ing and girls industries. It will be remembered that this 
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school iu the South Florida fair, held in Orlando, was awarded 
over thirty prizes, premiums or honorable mentions for it& 
Manual TVaining work. One of its graduates has already been 
appointed Instructor of Mechanical Industries in a prominent 
institution for colored youth in Georgia. Others of its gradu- 
ates are successfully teaching. 

The following is the faculty appointed for the present school 
year: 

Principal W. H. Blish, A. B. 

Assistant Principal Miss Nellie S. Sheldon 

" " Miss Carrie E. Bishop 

" " Miss Elizabeth K. Whelden, B. L. 

Preceptress and Matron of Gii'ls' Hall 

Miss Elizabeth Pingree 

Preceptress and Matron of Boys' Hall . . Mrs. W. H. Blish, B. L.. 
Manual Instructor and Treasurer Mr. O. S. Dickinson 

The cuts are those of the "Girls' Dormitory," with the Cen- 
tral School Building in the distance and the Central School 
Building separate. Three other buildings complete the 
plant. 

It is not our purpose to be divisive in the cause of educa- 
tion in the State of Florida. It is on the other hand our de- 
sire to be co-operative with all endeavors to banish ignorance- 
and immorality and to substitute intelligence and uprightness 
of character; to make life purer and worthier; more valuable 
in itself and to the State. 

We hope that the good people of Florida will be assured 
of this, and that this local and Christian work in Orange Park 
may go on in peace to demonstrate its Christian character,, 
and its right to the appreciation of the people. 

A. F. Bbabd, 

Supt. of Schools 
for the A. M. A^ 



MASSEY'S BUSINESS COLLEGE. 

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA. 

This Institatton was eatablisbed in Jacksonville in 1894 
through the instrumentality of the Board of Trade and busi- 
nesa roea of that eity. The college is located at the corner of 
Main and Monroe streets, and is officered by J. M. Latham, 
Principal; W. T. Lalimore, Assistant Principal ; Mrs. W. T. 
I^arimore, Secretary; R. W. Maasey, President. 

From the time the school wag establiahod the people of 
Florida as well as the citizens of JacksoDville took great in- 
terest in its success. The enrollment the first year was 142 n 
pupils, while that of the year of 1896 was 204, students b 
in attendance from every Southern State. 

The courses of study are, first : Commercial, embracing 1 
Book-keeping, Business Penmanship, Banking, Commercial | 
Arithmetic, Kapid Calculations, Spelliug, Grammar, Commer- | 
cial Law, Business Papers, etc.; second. Stenographic, em- 
bracing. Stenography, Spelling, Typewriting, Grammar, Busi- 
ness Correspondence, etc. 

The school is elegantly equipped with furniture modern id I 
pattern and beautiful in workmanship, and \t» graduates aral 
to be foimd with almost every lat^e business firm in the State: | 
of Florida. The College Journals are issued monthly i 
catalogues annually. 

For particulars address, 

R. W. MA98ET, 

Preudent. 
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PART IV. 



HIGH SCHOOLS, ACADEMIES, PUBLIC AND 

PRIVATE. 

As a means of exhibiting the connecting link in the educa- 
tional system of the State between the public 
schools and the higher institutions assuming college preten- 
sions, a communication was addressed to County Superintend- 
ents and to many of the principals of these schools, requesting 
that a cut of the school building and a short sketch 
of the school be furnished for insertion in this report. 

Some seemed to have regarded the request as another one 
of my numerous and unnecessary demands upon their time 
and attention, and did not treat the request with the courtesy 
of a reply. Besides the reason already assigned for calling 
attention to this grade of schools, prominence is given them 
"with the design of advertisinor and commendinor the interest of 
certain individuals, and the enterprise of the communities 
where these schools have been established. 

Their efforts in trying to build up a school, aspiring to 
higher attainments in knowledge than is usually dispensed 
in the little school content with its curriculum of the three ICs^ 
have been in many cases especially praiseworthy. 

These cuts and sketches are also given here with the hope 
that a still larger number of communities under the inspiration 
of some live and interested teacher will emulate the advanced 
step of the more progressive, and that better school buildings, 
longer school terms and better paid and more efficient teachers 
will become the watchword all over the State. The secret of 
the success of public education is hidden right here and is de- 
pendent upon how wisely the scheme of exciting emulation is 
managed. 

Many of these houses have been erected and the schools 
partly sustained through the provisions of the sub-district law, 
which authorizes local taxation for educational purposes, a 
law that needs perfecting and simplifying in its administra- 
tion. 

13 
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After seeing that other counties and communities have 
erected a building and established a school worthy of recogni- 
tion in the State Superintendent's report, it is believed and 
hoped that the example will have its influence in greatly mul- 
tiplying the number of such schools. 

It will be observed that some of these schools are not what 
are denominated as public schools, but they help to advertise 
the educational advantages of the State. Enterprise exerted 
for education in a private or denominational capacity merits 
commendation as well as that exerted through legal channels, 
hence the private or parochial school is awarded a place in 
this chapter. 

Now follow a sketch and a cut of as many of these schools 
as had the enterprise, under their present management, to 
respond to my invitation to thus advertise themselves and as- 
sist in advertising^the growth in the educational advantages of 
the State. 

It is to be hoped Ihatjthe number of such schools will be 
greatly multiplied before the issuance of another report from 
this Department. 



SUMMERLIN INSTITUTE. 



BARTOW, FLORIDA. 



The Summerlin Institute is named for its founder, Mr. Jacob 
Summerlin, formerly a resident of Polk county. 

In the year ISGrt Mr. Summerlin set aside forty acres of 
lands all of which is now within the incorporate limits of the 
<5ity of Bartow, the proceeds of which should be applied to 
the erection and equipment of a building or buildings for 
school purposes. 

Mr. Summerlin, Hon. G. A. Hanson and Mr. David Hughes 
were constituted trustees of this fund. In the year 1887 
these trustees, having sold enough land to enable them to 
carry out the design of donor, let the contract for the present 
school building. 

January 'id, 1889, the school was formerly opened with Dr. 
W. F. Yocum, as Principal, and four assistants. In a few 
-weeks the faculty was further increased by the addition of 
three more assistant teachers. 

The first session closed June 5th; the register showing a total 
•enrollment of 805, and an average attendance of 250 pupils 
for the session. 

Dr. Yocuni having resigned after four years' service, Mr. 
Tom F McBeath was elected Principal. Mr. McBeath was 
succeeded by Prof. Wm. Hood, and he in turn by Dr. W. F. 
Yocum, the present principal. 

In 1894 the city of Bartow purchased the building and all 
the unsold property of the Institute and assumed all outstand- 
ing obligations. 

The course of study covers eight grades or years, with four 
years of high school studies additional. The organization 
is similar to that of the best graded schools of the older 
States. 

A Kindergarten, at present conducted by an independent 
association, will perhaps be incorporated with the work of the 
Institute, if no legal objection prevent. 

The High School is open to all pupils of the county and to 
all intending teachers of the county, without charge for tui- 
tion. Review or Normal classes are formed for the accommo- 
dation of young teachers. 
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The teachers at present employed are as follows: Dr. W. F. 
Tocam, Principal; Josiah Varn, Assistant in High School; M, 
EUza Robinson, Seventh and Eighth grades; Alma E. Bryson, 
Sixth grade; Mrs. C. E. Bayley, Fifth grade; Lucy Carpenter, 
Fourth grade; Lilla Crosland. Third grade; Minnie Granger, 
Second grade; Lula Howell and Alice Hicks, First grade. 

The present enrollment is about 350, of which number 60 
are in the High School. 

The trustees contemplate the erection of another building 
in the near future. 

W. F. Yocuif, 

Principal. 



THE LAMISOPHIAN INSTITUTE. 

MK'AN'OPY, FU)RIJ»A. 

This institution is established in Micanopy, Alachua county- 
l^rior to the war, Micanopy was the seat of the East Florida 
Male and Female Seminary, which was established by the 
Methodist Conference. It was maintained under the manage- 
ment of able teachers, having an attendance of nearly one 
hundred students, many of whom were from abroad. 

Here also existed under the management of the Baptist 
C'hurch the Micanop}' Female Academy, with Prof. Webb as 
principal an<l competent assistants, having an attendance of 

about seventv-five. 

» 

After the w^ar the public school system was adopted, and 
public schools were kept for limited periods each year. In 
1S94 the citizens, by the appeals of the principal of the public 
school, l^rof. J. W. Wideman, were enthused on the subject 
of edu(!ation, and voted to raise money by the 8ub-dij»trici 
]»lan of taxation, as a supplement to the means furnished by 
the county, to erect a brick building and to maintain a school 
suf»erior to the ordinary public school. 

The building is a commodious one. There are two well 
furnished spacious rooms on the first floor — the primary and 
• intermediate rooms. The assembly hall, which is occupied by 
the principal, and the music room, are on the second floor. 
The average attendance of the school is nearly one hundred. 
I). R. Cox is principal, with Miss Lottie Weinges and Mias 
Sophia ^lerry in charge of the intermediate and primary de- 
partments. The course of study pursued is the one adopted 
by the Alachua County Hoard of Public Instruction. 

I). H. Cox, Principal. 



MARTHA PERRY INSTITUTE. 

ROCHEfiLK, FLA. 

When the Florida Southern Railway, early in the SO's, first 
^cached the small country community and established a station 
'^hich was named Rochelle, the public school for that district 
^as taught in a dilapidated little log house with a stick and 
^irt chimney and a diminutive cut-out in the logs for a win- 
dow. 

The sentiment of the community seemed adverse to a 

JemaJe teacher, but the health of the male teacher having 

'aii^d and another of the same sex not being obtainable at 

^Aat; time, the trustees were prevailed upon by the County 

oa_|>^i^n(jendent to accept a female teacher of his appointment 

^^ ^. month's trial. Miss Clem Hampton was sent to the 

8ci^ ciol and it is needless to add that she filled the position ac- 

^^^F^t^ably and her return was requested for the next year. 

^^Cili a healthy educational sentiment had been created ia 

"^^"^ community in a short time and the attendance upon the 

scrkciol had become so large that, the little frame house which 

^w- ^^®° built nearer the station to take the place of the log 

^■^iti was immediately enlarged and better furnished. 

-"efore the three or four years' service of Miss Hampton in 

^"^^ti school terminated by a call to a place in the Gainesville 

ftciriool, the Rochelle school has grown to be one of the best 

P^V>lic schools in Alachua county and ways and means were 

^^ foot to erect a more commodious and attractive building on 

* more eligible lot. 

This school had acquired such prominence that Prof. J. 
S. Tomlin of Texas, who afterwards became one of the fore- 
most educators of the State, was induced by the County School 
Board to accept the principalship. 

He proved a worthy successor to Miss Hampton and carried 
out on a grander scale, perhaps, th*^ erection of the building 
contemplated. 

Under the inspiration of Prof. Tomlin, aided by such men 
BB Thos. R. Kennedy, T. J. Watkins, F. M. Jolly, John and 
Albert Zetrouer, C. J. Grace, and others in that community, 
and .the liberal donation of the daughter, and only surviyiog 
member of the family of the late Governor Madison Perry, 
the present school building was erected in 1891 and ready 
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for occupancy at the beginning of Prof. Tomlin's second year^ 
It was named M abtha Perry Institute in honor of the mother 
of Miss Sallie Perry, the latter being the most liberal contrib- 
utor, donating the] lot of three acres of land and 1200 in 
money. 

This building cost about $4,000.00 finished and furnished,, 
and stands as a monument to the energy and zeal of the late 
Prof. Tomlm, to the intelligent appreciation and large liber- 
ality for so small a community, and to the worth of all aiding 
in deyeloping the healthy educational spirit in that vicinity. 

This only illustrates what other communities may do when 
inspired by proper influences to undertake great things, and is 
only an evidence of what may be done when true teachers can 
be secured for all our schools. 

The erection of this building so centralized and intensified 
the sentiment for education in that.village that it is easy to 
maintain and but natural to expect a good school — the people 
will be satisfied with nothing less. 

The school has some boarders and numbers about 100 in 
attendance, and is at present under the tuition of T. P. May- 
nard, as Principal, with assistants. 



ALACHUA INSTITUTE. 

HAWTHOBX, FLORIDA. 

Alachna Institute located at Hawthorn, Florida, is one of 
the oldest and most prosperous public schools in Alachua 
-county. Its location, Hawthorn, is a small town noted espe- 
cially for its healthfulness, its beautiful lakes and springs, 
which surround it, and the excellent morals of its inhabitants. 
Its railroad facilities are good, as it is at the intersection of 
the Palatka division of the Plant System with the Florida 
Central and Peninsular Railway, two of the best lines in the 
State. 

In 1894 it was formed into a sub-district school, being the 
first in the county^ and the same year the present school 
building, which is one of the best in Alachua county, was 
erected. 

The school has a most efficient corps of teachers: Prof. J. 6. 
Kellum, Principal, Misses Almena Leitner and Elva Place, 
assistants. 

Besides the eight grades in the common school coarse ar- 
ranged by the Alachua County Board of Public Instmction, 
there has been arranged a high school course, comprising six 
additional grades in the higher branches, so that the pupils no 
longer work at random; but study with some specif end in 
view. 

Students from this school have and can with ease, enter the 
Junior Class in the East Florida S^ninary. 

Respectfully, 

Jno. G. Kbllum, 

Principal. 



MELROSE UNION ACADEMY. 

MELROSE, FLA. 

The Melrose Academy is the union of four county schools, 
"being located at a point where the counties of Alachua, Put- 
nam, Clay and Bradford meet. 

It was organized in 1878 with Prof. C. C. Hill, of Louis- 
ville, Ky., as principal. The building in which the first school 
-Mi-as held was an old gin house, the relic of ante-bellum days. 

In 1880, at the instigation of Hon. W. N. Sheats, then 
bounty Superintendent of Alachua county, a meeting of the 
citizens was held and a new school building was discussed. 

At this meeting the following gentlemen were appointed 
to act as a committee to investigate the matter and to proceed 
as they thought proper: Drs. H. A. Vogelbach, Frank McRae, 
Wash McRae, Messrs. Jno. Wolf, Jno. McRae, II. Alderman, 
J. M. Barnett, Alex. Goodson and Mr. Hawkins. Encouraged 
by the energetic support given by Mr. Sheats, the liberality of 
the people, and generous gift of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Lynn 
of six acres of the most valuable land in the town, these 
gentlemen determined upon the erection of the building, 
which today stands as a monument to enterprise and progres- 
sive spirit of our first settlers. The building is divided into 
six rooms, a large hall, in which is a splendid stage, music 
rooms, and recitation rooms, and is valued at $8,000.00. 

The Masonic fraternity laid the corner stone, and Mr. 
Sheats, called the father of the institution, gave it the name 
it now bears. 

Over one hundred of its graduates are teachers in the 
Florida public schools, and it enjoys the proud distinction of 
having but one of its students to fail in a teachers' examina- 
tion. 

These teacher students are about equally accreditable to the 
following principals: Profs. C. V. Waugh, G. C. Looney and 
G. M. Lynch. 

The curriculum embraces a primary and High School 
Course. 

The Normal Department is conducted by the principal, and 
a special term of two months is carried on prior to each State 



AxaninatiAn. TTie Special X'jnnal op«na for teachen. seek- 
ing Hpecial rtview. the first Mmday in April. 

Infonnatiori (-oni eming the *ohi>ol mar be obtained by writ- 
ing to Geo. M. l-YvrR, Principal, or 
Ml^s Mrx^A Stei>'metek. 

First A^ietant. 
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PLANT CITY GRADED SCHOOL. 

PLANT CITY, FLOKII A. 

The present building was erected in 1893, and is the only 
brick building of its kind in the county. At that date the 
number of pupils enrolled was one hundred and ten, taught 
by a faculty of four, the highest grade being that of a grammar 
school. There are five departments, namely; a liigli school 
for the children of the eastern part of this county, grammar 
school, two inti rmediate and primary. 

The teachers of the school this year are: (Tcorire T. Dickie, 
principal (fourth year); Mrs. A. (iregory, tirst assistant; Miss 
Ivate E. Young, second assistant; Miss Laura Keller, third 
assistant; Mrs. E. 1). lUirney, primary department (eighth 
year). CioiiJii: T. Dickie, 

Principal. 
14 



WESTVILLE HIGH SCHOOL. 

AVES'l ViLI.K, FLOKIDA. 

Westville High School is sitiiatod at Westville, on the P. 
<fc A. Division of the L. «fc \. Systt'in in West Fhnida. 

Executive Commit t' e — lion. 1>. II. Whittakor, Chairman, 
ttr. W. B. Adams, Mr. X. Btirv; lion. W. Currv, County 
superintendent, clerk. 

IFaculty — Kev. P. G. WoodriilT, L L. 1)., Principal; Miss 
3,llie Adams, lirst assistant; Mrs. P. H. Wood, teacher of 
J^tin, P'rench and Music; Miss ^Vnnie Woodruff, assistant 
i^ i.asic teacher. 

The Westville IIitj:h Schon] was o})enod in 1801, with Hev. 

- G. Woodruff as Principal. The enrollment for the iirst 

^sr was sixty; se ond year, eiorhtv-one; third year, one 

•^ ndred and ten; fourth year, owe hundred and thirtv-one; 

*^th year, two Inmdred and eleven. 

The object of tlie school is the Higher Education of Teachers, 
l^ecial attention being given in preparing leaehers to secure 
'J'st grade county and JState certificates. 

The foUowinoj is the course of study: 

Enf/lish — Phctoric, Logic, Exercise in English Literature 
American Literature, Shakesiieare. 

Miithei/iatintJ — Higher Algebra, Smith's; (ieometry. Trigo- 
nometry, Navigation, Surveying. 

Ilistoi'i/ — General, English, Greek, Roman. 

£.atin — First term: Latin Grammar, Cjesar, Cicero, Wx- 
gil, etc. 

Science — Chemistry, Physics, Biology, Zoology, Botany, 
Astronomy, Psychology, etc. 

T'erm — Students may enter at any time- -«'i7.00 pays for 
>oard, tuition and lights for twelve weeks. 



LEESBURG HIGH SCHOOL. 

LEKsnrRri, Florida. 

Through iho efforts of the public spirited citizens of Lees- 
burg and tlie 'Encouragement of the School Board for Lake 
county, the present High School was established in 1892. The 
school, with its large well-equipped six-room brick building, 
is the pride of the town, and is a monument to the enterprise 
and public 8])irit of its citizens. The building, costing $5,000, 
belongs to the town, having been paid for exclusively by 
Leesburg citizens. The school is supported for nine months 
in the year from the public school fun<l, supplemented by the 
Leesburg city council. 

The enrollment has reiiclied as high as 220, several States 
being represented. 

The school has a carefully graded course of study, consist- 
ing (the higli school department) of four grades, which re- 
quires a four years' course. Pupils com])leting this course are 
prei)ared to enter the Sophomore and Junior classes of the 
leading colleges. 

The school has a new jrrowin^ library, which has been es- 
tablished by the j»resent corj)s of teachers and friends. 

This year — ISIKJ 07 — the trraduatinjic class numbers eijiht — 
four males and four females. 

The scrhool has the hearty support and encouragement of all 
^ood citizens of the town, they realizing that a good high 
school is one of the first re(j[uisites of a live progressive 
town. 

The moral influence of the school is good. The discipline 
is mild but strictly enforced. The school is noted for the 
harmony aniong patnms, teachers and pupils. 

One object kept steadily in view is the developing of abetter 
and more useful citizenship. 

The corps of teachers now in the school is: J. T. Mallicoat, 
Principal; J. F. Shands, Aliss M. F. Miller, Miss Xena Hem- 
don, Miss Addie Abney. 





tar^ 




P^'^l^ 


W^Sj^^m" 


'rU 


iw ' 


^■1 


ft- ^ 


■}' 


? 



LEON COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL. 

TALLAHASSEE, FL0III1>A. 

Under the law regulating the establishment of County 
High Schools, Mr. N. W, Eppes and Dr. Cam, members of 
the Leon County Scliool Board, were, by the Board, appointed 
a committee of two, in 1885 to draw up and submit a plan for 
the erection of a County High School building. 

This committee faithfully carried out their trust and a hand- 
some two-story brick building was begun and finislied in 1885, 
with four large main rooms, two convenient class rooms and 
six hat and cloak closets, costing over >?7,0()0. The building 
was planned to hold about two hundre<l and twenty 
pupils. The School ground covers about two acres. 

Up to 1890, the school h.id an attendance of o- e hundred 
pupils, and three teachers. In IsDi) I was elected JVincipal 
and the School was graded in accordafice with the law direct- 
lUiX the same. Tiiere is now an enrollment of one hundred 
and fifty-five pupils and five teachers, myself as Principal, 
Misses Carrie Brevard, ^largaret Randolph, ^Margaret Cotten 
and Henrietta Chaired. 'J'his enrollment would exceed two 
hundred, but for the l*re])aratorv Department of the Seminary 
West of the Suwannee located here. The increase in the at- 
tendance called for more room, and the ])rcsent progressive 
School J^oard, ^Nlessrs.J. ii. Cohen, (J. 1. Davis and I). Page, 
with the co-operation of ^Nlr. B. A. .Meginniss, an ex-member of 
the Board, planned to enlarge the main building, and had 
erected a spacious, two-story wing, 40xi!0 feet, the exact 
counterpart of the original building, thus alYording the best 
facilities possible for the pupil desiring a common school 
graded course. This building, well furnislied, and one among 
the best in the State, gives evidence that the common school 
system of Florida is a success in this ])art of the State. From 
the total enrollment of this school, from 1 '^UO to the i)resent 
time, the name of one ])upil only has been erased by death. 
This remarkable fact evinces the healthfulness of the locality. 
The scliool has never been closed a dny on account of any 
epidemic. \'ery respectfully. 

If. \V. Di:\riLLY. 



BRONSON HIGH SCHOOL. 

BROXSON, FLA. 

Several of the public spirited citizens of JJronson in Oct., 
1893, organized and duly incorporated the Levy County High 
School and Improvement Company. 

The principal subscribers to the Ktock of the company were 
residents of Hronson. 

A building was erected at a cost of S;-j,0()0 and furnished 
with the latest approved facilities for teaching. 

The stock holders jjranted the use of the buildinir, in deed, 
to the town of Bronson for local ])nrposes, and to the Hoard 
of Public Instruction for Countv lliirli School. 

The citizens of I>ronson and vicinity a' once voted them- 
selves into a Sub-District School, jcvvinij the maximum of 8 
nulls: This plan proved so acce])table that at tlie end of two 
years,, a vote w^as taken and the re-establishment of the Sub- 
District was accomplished, wilh virtually no o[»posiiion. 

The p'romoters of this enterprise ])urj)oscd the building of 
8uch a school at Bronson as would not onlv meet the local de- 
mands for a better school but would centralize the school in- 
terest of the countv. 

To this end, the doors of the institution were thrown 02)en 
alike to the pupils of town and county. 

The town of Bronson is in the geographical center of the 
count}", is healthy and without bar-rooms; the people are moral, 
progressive and courteous. 

The hope that was entertained for building up a school that 
would attract the ambitious students of the county, has been 
fully realized, today the school leceives ])atronage from all 
parts of the county, its enrollment is seventy-nine. 

The Countv Board of Public Instruction adds to the Sub- 
I^istrict Fund, and operates the school for eight months. 

The course of study is arranged so as to meet the require- 
ments for a county First (irade Teacher's Certificate. 

• 

No attempt is made for a distinctive (M)llcge pre])aration. 
The faculty consists of Pi of. (). B. Lewis, l^rincii)al; Miss Jen- 
II. Morrill, Assistant. 
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These teachers are graduates of Normal Colleges, and emi- 
nently qualified to train our youth. 

Under their tuition pupils are thoroughly tramed in the 
fundamental principles of knowledge and the elements of true 
eharacter. 

The Trustees now serving are Messrs. Perry M. Colson and 
T. Walter Shands, gentlemen who are wideawake in all that 
pertains to the upbuilding of county and community interests. 

To the Trustees in [>articular, do we owe much of the suc- 
cess of our school. 

1*ki:ry M. Coi.son, Trustee. 



ORLANDO HIGH SCHOOL. 

ORLAXDO, FLOKIDA. 

In February, 1872, a public school was established in Or- 
lando, Fla., with sixteen pupils, C. A. Boone, teacher. In 
1878, the increase in attendance entitled the school to two 
teachers, since which time it has been a graded school of much 
prominence, V^ecoming a High School in 1890. 

In 1890, under the principalship of Chas. D. Clingan, it 
had a patronage of over two hundred pupils. The School 
Board created it into a High School. In 1893-96, fifteen 
pupils were graduated. C. D. Clingan tendering his resigna- 
tion. Prof. J. L. Boone was appointed principal, taking full 
control with eii^lit as.^istants in 1S95. There are now 5TG 
pupils of s(*hool age in Orlando district, of which 154 boys 
and 177 girls are in regular attendance. 

Tlie citizens of Orlando are justly proud of this school. 
The city and county officials appreciate its merits, never re- 
fusing to lend their aid and support to sustain its progress. 

In addition to the county funds the city gave an amount 
sufficient to extend the school two months in 1896, thus mak- 
ing a term of eiglit months. 

The course of study which extends over a period of eleven 
years, has recently been lengthened out, modified and en- 
riched — it now compares favorably with that of the best schools 
of the State. 

The enrollment for the vear endinjic 1S96 was about 385, the 
largest in the history of the school. 

I'he course of study having been extended one year there 
was no graduating class in 189G, but will be in 1897. 

Faculty 1896 7 — J. L. Boone, Principal; Mrs. Emma A. 
Hughey, High School; W G. Johnson, Seventh Grade; Miss 
Eunice DeLaney, Sixth Grade; Mrs. Geo. B. Dickenson, Fifth 
Grade; Mrs. li. H. Terry, Fourth Grade; Mrs. S. H. Deaderick, 
Third Grade; Mrs. W. (t. Johnson, Second Grade; Miss Nettie 
Wright, First Grade. 

Calendar — First Term begins September 14, and closes 
January 8. Second Term begins January 11. 



MANATEE COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL. 



liKAlDENToWX, FLA. 



Factlty — Thos. C. Watson, Principal; Mrs. S. C. Stuart, 
jMrs. C E. Barnes, Assistaiits. 

Ill 189'2, the County Hoard of Public Instruction, in con- 
nection with an enterprising and ])rogressive citizenship, con- 
ceived the plan of establishing a High School at liraidentown, 
"the county seat. A commodious buildinuc ^^''i^ erected by cit- 
izens ol Braidentown and pn-sented to the county. The first 
vear was discouraging, but the Board was composed of men 
who knew no such word as fail, and the county had a Super- 
intendent who was enthusiastic on the subject. The result had 
fully justified their conscientious discharge of duty, often in 
the face of violent opposition. The enrollment in 1(S95-C was 
146 and is expected this year to be much larger. The school 
i.s maintained eight months in !he year, with an additional six 
weeks Normal for the benefit of the county conducted by the 
Principal of the High School. Tuition is free to all residents 
of tiie county, and arrangement is made for winter visitors 
to enter their children. The beauty, salubrity and accessi- 
bility of its situation, the liberal and ])rogres«iye spirit of its 
people, and solid ^nancial basis of its material ])rosperity, the 
sound and elevated intellectual and moral tone of its commu- 
nity should commend Braidentown to parents who desire that 
their sons and daughters should become "corner-stones, pol- 
ished after the similitude of a palace." The following is the 
-curriculum : 



FIRST YEAR. 



Henkles Test S])eller, First Latin Book, Ek'inentary Alge- 
bra, J-ock wood's English, General History, Higher -Arithmetic. 

SECOND YEAK. 

General History, Latin, (Caesar), Higher Algebra, Geometry, 
^Ensrlish Literature. 

THIRD YEAR. 

Latin (Cicero), (ieometiy, Analysis, Uhetoric, Ghemistiy. 



I 
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FOURTH YEAR. 

Latin (Virgil and Horace), Trigonometry, Analytical Geom- 
etry, Political Science, English Criticism. 

There is also a Teachers' Course comprising the Public 
School Branches, and Theory and Practice of Teaching. 
Manatee county is proud of her climate, and citrus fruits, but 
prouder of her High School. 

Tuos. C. Walton, 

Principal. 
15 
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chemical and physical laboratory, fitted up with the proper 
appliances for individual work on part of the pupils. 

The building is valued at 1^7,000, while the furniture is 
w^orth at least half that amount. 

The faculty of the school at the present time consists of ten 
persons, three males and seven females. 

High School Department — Prof. H. O. Ilamm, Principal; 
Prof. J. W. McClung, Prof. O. P. Steves. 

Miss E. Hamlin, Eighth Grade; Miss E. L. Watkms, Sev- 
enth Grade; Miss C. A. Sherman, Sixth Grade; Miss E. B. 
"Williamson, Fifth Grade; Miss E. Alexander, Fourth Grade; 
Mrs. M. Reese, Second and Third (irade; Miss W. Young, 
Kirst Grade. 



SU XAXNEE HIGH SCHOOL. 

.'   r-. '  ^ T. J :.•  F. I r '. . 






ir. - . • ;.!:*.■_: '..- :' . •%:..: '-. r: : > iv*-.t::.T.'re CoaQty High 

'['■■■ ..-■ '. 11. l' : .<*. Prir. ■:i-\[: M:«i» Ciem HamptOD, 

r.".--'. i.^<<'.:r.: M.-* l! -- K. rl •ii^'f-, *eo'»r;'.i a.**U:ant: Miss 
It ■> ;. i L ._'::;•-. V.:- 1 i— >t ir.:: Mi-s Leila Stov, fonrth 

N'i'jxr.'-rr •■: T.'i-..:- -rr.r i^i. 1 *'.*.'•— Male-. l:i<.»: females, 1'26. 
\ .rr: -r : ;■:'■..* :r.r'.:iv i. 1^1»'' — Mal^^s, 14>: females, 135. 
\:i':."'- r • : ::. •:.*.. -i * i-._':.t. rl/iil in t-:v:h vear. 

f:. 't !:"! :. *•' *.\r 'i«i il ».-!fri;»-r.t:irv course ••! stu«lv, con- 



ifl'rir sniM-)!. (.nriisEoF STUDY. 

/'V,v' }""/.•. '•'.<> J — Al.:ebra. KhetiTie, Civil Govern- 

rn'-Tit. PliV*!-: ti <t»: -^rti'liv, Latin. 

-i-:«-»«M> tf.i:m. 

/'//••' }V'//-. f'*'ts.^ A — A;j-.-l»ra, <reneral Historv. Phvsics, 

W'W'l Ar;:il\>i^, L;itiFi. 

FIR<T TERM. 

>'"OH'/ }'"//•. f'/./ss II — « ifMiuetrv, Astronomr. Literature, 

iiMtaiiv. L.'ilirj. 

Si'f:t,,i'1 Y*'ii\ f'hisn B — Gcometrv, Triaronometrv, Chem- 
istrv, Mt.-ntal Scif-nee, (4eulo<rv, Latin. 

We have place*! -00 square feet of Ilyloplale blackboard in 
the l>uiMini^. jmrchase'l the Columbian Cyclopedia and added 
uthf*r necessary furniture ami apparatus. 

Respectfully, 

J. H. FULKS, 
Principal. 



ST. JOSEPH'S ACADEMY. 

ST. AFGUSTINE, FLORIDA. 

This Institution was founded in 1806 by the Sisters of St« 
Joseph of Puy, France, and is still conducted b}' them, under 
the patronage of the Kt. Rev. John !Moore, D. D., Bishop of 
this Diocese. 

The course is divided into three departments: Primary 
(with Kindergarten), Junior and Senior. The Senior Depart- 
ment comprises a course of three years. It is thorough, and 
embraces all the branches of a useful and refined education, 
including French, taught by Sisters wlio are natives of France. 
The program for graduating class covers all studies required 
for public school teachers' certificates of the highest grade. 

The situation is one of tlie most pleasing, in a city justly 
celebrated for its healthfulness and climatic and beauty. 

Delicate students from the North, who desire to continue 
their studies, will find at the Academy every means for their 
improvement, and while they acquire strengtli of body, they 
may also improve tlieir minds. 

Young ladies may enter at any period of the scholastic year, 
,either as boarders or as day pupils. Music, painting, stenog- 
raphy, typewriting, with use of necessary instruments, are 
extras. 

There are in attendance 150 stundenls, four of whom 
are to graduate in June of this year. The number of teachers 
is seven. For further information address, 

SisTEk Majujaret Maky, 

Superior. 



MANATEE COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL. 

i;JiAII)KNTOWN, VI. \. 

Facl'ltv — Thos. C Watson, Princijjal; Mrs. S. C Stuart, 
jNIrs. C. K. Barnes, Assistaiits. 

In 189'2, tlie County J^oard of Public Instruction, in c<^n- 
Tiec-tion with an enterprisinor and ])rogressive cilizenshi]), con- 
ceived the plan of establisliiiioj a High School at iiraidentown, 
the county seat. A commodious buildinix was erected In cit- 
izens ol Braidentown and presented to the county. The first 
year was discouraging, hut the Board was composed of men 
who knew no such word as fail, and the county had a Super- 
intendent who was enthusiastic on the subject. The result had 
fully iuHtified their conscientious discharo:e of duty, often in 
the face of violent opposition. The enrolhnent in l<SOr)-G was 
146 and is expected this year to be much larger. Tlie school 
is maintained ei^ht months in *he year, with an additional six 
weeks Normal for the benefit of the county conducted by the 
l-'rincipal of the High School. Tuition is free to all residents 
of the county, and arrangement is made for winter visitors 
to enter their children. The beauty, salubrity and accessi- 
hility of its situation, the liberal and j)rogres.«ive spirit of its 
people, and solid financial basis of its material j)rosperity, the 
sound and eleyated intellectual and moral tone of its commu- 
nity should commend l>raidentown to i>arents who desire that 
their sons and daughters should become "corner-stones, pol- 
ished after the similitude of a ])alace." The following is the 
■curriculum : 

yillST VEAK. 

Ilenkles Test Speller, First Latin Book, Elementary -Vlge- 
bra, l^ockwood's Knglish, (General History, Higher Arithmetic. 

SKCOXD YEAR. 

General History, hatin, (Gesar), Higher .Vlgebra, (leometry, 
'Enjrlish Literature. 

TIIIKI) YEAU. 

Latin (Cicero), (ie< nietry, Analysis, Rhetoric, Chemistry. 




MANATEE HIGH SCHOOL, KRAUIENTOWN, 
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FOURTH YEAR. 



Latin (Virgil and Horace), Trigonometry, Analytical Geom- 
etry, Political Science, English Criticism. 

There is also a Teachers' Course comprising the Public 
School Branches, and Theory and Practice of Teaching. 
Manatee county is proud of her climate, and citrus fruits, but 
prouder of her High School. 

Thos. C. Walton, 

Principal. 

15 



ST. AUGUSTINE PUBLIC SCHOOL. 

ST. AUiU STINK, FLOIIII>A. 

In 1^82 tlie first Englisli public s'jhool was conducted in 
this city in a building ofi Charlotte street near King street. 
'Jlie building had been used for various purposes, and at this 
time was rented by the town t<^ conduct a school in. 

The salaries of the teachers were paid out of the city 
treasury. 

;^^any of the wealthier ta\-j)ayers did not patronize the 
"free school" as they called it, and used their influence against 
its maintenance. 

In less than a year the school was abandoned. 

Durinir the next thirty-liye years the education of the chil- 
dren of this community was directed bvthe private and church 
schools of the town. 

In l>^i]''2 the United States government gave to the city a 
|»iece of land known as the ''J>urnt Hospital Lot" to be used 
for the education of free white children. 

The o])])osition to '*free schools'' was so great that no money 
could be spent bv the city to erect a suitable school liouse on 
this lot, until ISfjS. I)uring this year a two-story building 
w\as constructed by the city, but at its completion, the feeling 
of hostility toward "free schools'' had become so great again 
that the city council would not levy a tax for its support. 

A portion of the building was used for the council chamber, 
and the remaining part was rented for various purposes. 

Finally in isr»s, the friends of the public school received 
an offer from the airent of the Peabodv Fund, of a sum of 
money to supplement what could be raised in the town. A 
sufficient amount was soon raised by subscription and the school 
was opened in the fall of this year. 

Tn a short time the county w^as taxed to support the school. 

The school has grown in size and popularity, requiring a 
new building to take the place of the former one To this 
new building have been added three two story additions, so 
that at the present time the building contains eleven rooms. 
Each room is well e(jui})ped with furniture and educational 
aids. In connection wMth the high school department is a 
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chemical and physical laboratory, fitted uj) with the proper 
appliances for individual work on part of the pupils. 

The building is valued at ^7,0<M), while the furniture is 
worth at least half that amount. 

The faculty of the school at the present time consists of ten 
persons, three males and seven females. 

High School Department — Prof. II. O. Ilamm, Principal; 
Prof. J. W. McClung, Vroi. O. P. Steves. 

Miss E. Ilamlin, Eighth (4rade; jNIiss E. L. Watkms, Sev- 
enth Grade; Miss C. A. Sherman, Sixth (xrade; Miss E. B. 
Williamson, Fifth (rrade; Miss E. Alexander, Fourth Grade; 
3[rs. M. licese, I^econd an<l Third (irade; Miss \V. Young, 
First Grade. 



SUWANNEE HIGH SCHOOL. 

f.fVK OAK FLOKIhA. 

//o//. \\\ X. S/iC'fts, Statt Super in(e7ifitnt of J^n^ic Instruc- 
tion^ Tallaha.istt'y Flu.: 

Dkau Sir- C()in])lyin<jc with 3'our request, I take pleasure 
in subinittiuL: the following report of Suwannee County High 
School for the years ISUo and 189r>: 

Teachers — J. II. Fulks, Principal; Miss Clem Hampton, 
first assistant; ^liss Rose K. i louse, second assistant; Miss 
Itowena Longniire, third assistant; Miss Leila Stoy, fourth 
assistant; Miss lola Li«ldon, Music. 

Number of pupils enrolled, 1S05 — Males, 130; females, 126. 
Number of pupils enrolled, 1S90 — ]Males, 148; females, 135. 
Number of months taught, eight in each year. 

In addition to the usual elementary course of study, con- 
sistins]: of eight grades, we have the following 

IIKHI SCHOOL COURSE OF STUDY. 

FIKST TERM. 

Fh'Ht Vetir^ ChisH A — Algebra, Rhetoric, Civil Govern- 
ment, Physical (Geography, Latin. 

SE(X)Nl) TKUM. 

Jui'At yii((r^ (7(t.9f< A — Algebra, (xcneral History, Physics, 
Word Analysis, Latin. 

FIRST TERM. 

S('.('on(l Vrjir^ (7(/s,s II — (4eometry, Astronom}', Literature, 
I>otanv, Latin. 

SECOND TERM. 

Sficond Ye(n\ (/tffss B — Geometry, Trigonometry, Chem- 
istry, Mental Science, Geology, Latin. 

We have placed 200 square feet of Ilyloplate blackboard in 
the building, purchased the Columbian Cyclopedia and added 
other necessary furniture and apparatus. 

Respectfully, 

J. H. FULKS, 

Principal. 



ST. JOSEPH'S ACADEMY. 

ST. AUGUSTINE, FLOKIDA. 

This Institution was founded in 1806 by the Sisters of St- 
Joseph of Puy, France, and is still conducted In'" them, under 
the patronage of the Kt. liev. John !Moore, D. D., Bishop of 
this Diocese. 

The course is divided into three departments: Primary 
(with Kindergarten), Junic^r and Senior. The Senior Depart- 
ment comprises a course of three years. Tt is thorough, and 
embraces all the branches of a useful and refined education, 
including French, taught by Sisters who are natives of France. 
The program for graduating class covers all studies required 
for public school teachers' certificates of the highest grade. 

The situation is one of the most pleasing, in a city justly 
celebrated for its healthfulness and climatic and heauty. 

Delicate students from the North, who desire to continue 
their studies, will iind at the .Vcademv every means for their 
improvement, and while they acquire strength of body, they 
may also improve their minds. 

Young ladies may enter at any period of the scholastic year, 
.either as boarders or as day pupils. Music, painting, stenog- 
raphy, typewriting, with use of necessary instruments, are 
extras. 

There are in attendance 150 stundents, four of whom 
are to graduate in June of this year. The number of teachers 
is seven. For further information address, 

SiSTEk ^Maiuiaret Mary, 

Superior. 



HOLY NAME ACADEMY. 

SAK ANTONIO, FLORIDA. 

This Institute, for the education of young ladies, is con- 
ducted by the Sisters of the Order of St. Benedict. It is 
under the protection of the Rt. Rev. Bishop of St. Augus- 
tine. 

The Academy is located within the corporate limits of 
San Antonio. 

The plan of instruction adopted, unites every advantage 
which can contribute to an education at once solid and re- 
fined. Particular attention is paid to propriety of deport- 
ment and personal neatness, while the health of the pupils is 
an object of constant soUcitude. 

Difference of religion is no obstacle to the admission of 
young ladies, provided they be willing to conform to the gen- 
eral regulations of the school. 

The scholastic year is divided into two terms of five months 
each. 

Tuitions are due in advance at the beginning of each term. 

The Normal Course is arranged to contribute in all of its 
parts to "the training of teachers in the art of instructing and 
governing in the public schools of the State." 

Physical Culture is made a specialty. Drawing, Fancy 
Work and Vocal Music in Class, taught free. J'or further 
particulars, apply to 

Ret. Motiiek M. Boxifa(^e,0. S. B., 

San Antonio, Pasco Co., Fla. 



THE CONVENT OF MARY IMMACULATE. 



KEY WEST, FLORIDA. 



This school, under the direction of the Sisters of the Holy 
Names of Jesus and Marv, was founded in 1868. The first 
year, the sisters counted only twelve pupils, but the number 
kept increasing until, in 1874, they deemed it a necessity to 
bnild an edifice whose spacious rooms could accommodate the 
large number of scholars which seemed to grow with the 
years. This fine stone building, on the plan of a Cuban villa, 
with its spacious piazzas, is in a beautiful setting, not far from 
the South Beach, commanding an extensive view of the Ocean 
and of the coral Isle. 

In 1877, a school was opened by the sisters for colored 
children. 

The citizens of Key West, satisfied with the educational 
advantages offered to their daughters, were desirous to pro- 
cure the same for their boys. In correspondence with this de- 
sire, in 18»8, the sisters opened a school where little boys 
between five and thirteen years of age are daily instructed. 

The efforts of the Sisters in charge, fifteen in number, all 
converge towards one main object : the moral and intellectual 
culture of their pupils whom they endeavor to prepare for 
the high mission they may be called upon to fill later m 
society. 

The Course of Study embraces all the useful branches of an 
English education. Pupils are prepared to undergo examina- 
tions before the Board of Education for Teacher's Certificates. 
Latin, Spanish, French and German are also taught as well as 
music, painting, needle- work and all that is necessary to form 
useful and practical women. 

By comparing the number of pupils already entered during 
the first year, twelve, with the number registered last year, 
mx hundred and twenty-one, one can form a just idea of the 
progress of this Institution. 

For further particulars, apply to 

SiSTBS M. Florentine, Superior, 

Key West, Fla. 
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CONVENT OF THE HOLY NAMES OF 

JESUS AND MARY. 

TAMPA, FLORIDA. 

The Convent and Day School of the Holy X times is sit- 
uated in the City of Tampa on a line with Tampa Bay Hotel. 

This Institution opened in 18S1 and was incorporated in 
1883, since which time the number of pui)ils yearly increased. 
Last year we registered 300, with a daily attendance of 'IbO. 

The course of study embraces all the useful and ornamental 
branches. Mathematics, History, Composition and Litera- 
ture receive special attention, as well as Vocal and Instru- 
mental Music, Drawing, Painting and Languages. 

The Sisters of the Holy Names are chiotly devoted to teach- 
ing and they are specially trained and educated for that most 
important office. 

Examinations are held at the end of each term, and reports 
are sent to the parents or guardians. Pupils who intend to 
try State Examinations follow a s^^ecial course. 

Five pupils graduated from this Institution, four of whom 
received Diplomas froni Boston Home College. 

MOTHKIi M. TUEOPIIILK, 

Su[>erior. 



ST. JOSEPH'S ACADEMY. 

MANDARIN, FLORIDA. 

This institution, founded in 1873, continues to be a Prepar- 
atory School for boys from four to fourteen years. 

This School is conducted by the Sisters of St. Joseph. It 
is situated thirteen miles south of Jacksonville, and of easy 
access by steamer and Eist Coast Railway. 

The building is new and commodious, in a healthy location^ 
with play-grounds, affording ample space for exercise andt 
recreation. For further particulars apply to 

Mother Superior, 
16 



ST. JOSEPH'S CONVENT. 

JACKSON VILIE, FLORIDA. 

This Institution was established November 28, 1869, and 
was incorporated February 4, 1893. 

The growth of the school has been -steady, the average 
daily attendance of the present session being 180 pupils. 

The Academy building was destroyed by fire August 18, 
1891. Since that time, we have been making efforts to erect 
a building second to none in the State, but have so far suc- 
ceeded only in laying the foundation. 

Our present situation is inadequate and we hope to improve 
these conditions before the beginning of another school 
term. 

The course of instruction is thorough. Our schools are 
graded upon the present plan of the public school system. 

Some of our pupils pass the teachers' examinations yearly, 
not one having failed so far to obtain the certificate for which 
she presented herself. A number of our pupils hold positions 
as teachers in the public schools in Duval county, and also 
other counties throughout the State. 

Pupils of all religious denominations are received, and vrhile 
the children of Catholic parents are thoroughly instructed in 
the principles of their religion, no religious influence is exerted 
over those professing other beliefs. 

Very respectfuly yours. 

Mother Claverie, 

Superioress. 



PART V 



OENERAL REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPER. 

INTENDENTS. 

Prior to the issuance of the Biennial Report from this De- 
partment in 1894, a circular letter was addressed to County 
Superintendents, requesting each to make a general report of 
the condition of schools in his county, calling attention to any 
special efforts being made to better the educational status 
within his jurisdiction, or any lines on which he had met with 
-especial success or difficulty. Each was requested to suggest 
any changes needed in the school laws or in their adminis- 
tration which his experience bad demonstrated would tend to 
the betterment of the Public School System. 

Twenty-four out of forty -five of these officers responded to 
this request. Their published reports are .in evidence that 
many valuable suggestions were made, and that a better idea 
was given of the degree of interest felt in public education in 
their respective counties than could be formed from their 
l^are statistical reports. These reports show what was being 
done to meet public expectation and to make the schools what 
the best interest of the State demands that they should be. 

So much valuable information ^as given — and may be given 
through these reports — it was determined to make them a 
special feature of all future reports from this Department. 

In accordance with this design, another circular letter was 
addressed to these officers before the close of this year. It 
was hoped that not one would slight the opportunity to give 
the salient points in his administration, to publish to the 
world what he had attempted and had accomplished, and to 
offer some valuable suggestion. 

The result was a little . better than it was two years ago, 
thirty-three out of forty-five complied with the request. 
As to how well the duty was discharged, and how much 
the opportunity was appreciated, the following reports will 
speak for themselves. 
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Some of them are very valuable papers, abounding in good 
suggestions and bespeaking an interest that is encouraging. 
All will find it worth their time to read them. 

I am unable to account for so large a number as twelve of 
these officers failing to embrace the opportunity to give the 
educational affairs of their counties this special mention, un- 
less it be due to diffidence to appear in print, or to the fact 
that eleven of the twelve failing to report were so soon to 
retii'e from official life. 

It is believed that this will yet become the most popu- 
lar feature of the State Superintendent's Report, and that two 
years hence these officers will welcome the privilege and will 
vie with each other in their efforts to report progress from their 
several counties. 

If there shall be any one that has ^attempted but little, 
and as a natural consequence has really accomplished nothing, 
he alone will be i;eluctant to report it. 

It is just to state that Baker county is not represented in 
these reports, because Superintendent Wm. Lesesne, who 
always co-operated with this Department to the fullest extent 
in everything attempted, died early in the fall. 

Special attention is also called to the fact that quite a num- 
ber of County Superintendents, who were not re-elected, nev- 
ertheless filed their reports, proving that their interest in 
education was not dependent on holding office. 

The reports will now follow in the alphabetical order of the 
counties. 







ALACHUA COUNTY. 

GAIXESTILLE, FLORIDA. 

Hon, TF. N. iSheats^ Superintendent Public Instruction^ 
Tallahassee^ Fla.: 

Dear Sir — In compliance with your request, I shall en- 
deavor to give you a brief report of the condition of the schools 
in this county, and the status of educational affairs gen- 
erally. 

Making due allowance for the disaster brought about by 
the freeze of '95, and the devastating effect of the recent 
cyclone, which materially injured the school property in the 
county, our schools have had a steady growth during the past 
two years. As the educational system of this county is, for 
the most part, a continuation of the policy of my honored 
predecessor, — his policy at that time being practically that of 
the State at present, the improvement incident to the opera- 
tion of the new school !aw, has not been so marked as in other 
counties, possibly, but one of excellent growth and develop- 
ment under such a system. 

We have, in every way possible, endeavored to develop and 
perfect the system. We maintain an active interest upon the 
part of teachers by being greatly in earnest and interested 
ourselves. 

SCHOOLS VISITED. 

As the law directs, every school is visited and carefully in- 
spected by the Superintendent, notwithstanding there are one 
hundred and twenty in the county. Good teachers are en- 
couraged, and inexperienced ones taught how to teach by 
teaching classes for them. 

COUNTY INSTITUTES. 

A county institute is held annually at the county site, and 
•every teacher is compelled to attend and participate in the 
exercises of a carefully prepared program. Generally some 
noted educator is engaged to lecture on such occasions. 

MONTHLY LOCAL INSTITUTES. 

The county is divided into four local districts, and an insti- 
tute is held monthly at some point in each of them. It is not 
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infrequent that the interest manifested at these meetings equals 
that at the county institute. 

SUB-DISTRICT TAX. 

Our school facilities have been greatly enhanced, and the 
funds materially augmented by the operation of a sub-district 
tax in each of twelve districts in the county. The funds accru- 
ing from these districts, aggregate $3,000.00 annually. This, 
of course, is expended fornew buildings, furniture, lengthening 
the term of school, and otherwise as the law directs. 

NEW BUILDINGS. 

During the period covered by this report, about $10,000.00 
have been expended in the way of new buildings; notably 
among the number, those at Hawthorne and Micanopy, the 
latter being one of, possibly, only seven brick public school 
bnildings in the State. Its value is $5,000.00. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

1. I am in favor of an educational qualification for County 
Superintendent — say to be the holder of a First Grade Cer- 
tificate, and I hope the next Legislature will enact such a 
law. 

2. I am, also, in favor of a State Grading Committee, as 
under the present system of gradation, uniformity, the very 
object of the law, is largely defeated. As an illustration, I 
have had several to fail to even secure a Third Grade Cer- 
tificate in this county, when upon trial in some other county^ 
with little or no preparation, they obtained a First Grade. 
Hence there is something lacking. 

3. There is absolutely no need at present of such a law as 
that relating to Third Grade Certificates. It should be re- 
pealed, and re-enacted into law as it first appeared upon the 
statute books. 

4. There should be established by law, at the county site in 
each county, a graded and high school, running eight months. 
Equal provision should be made for both races when neces- 
sary. 

I am very truly yours, 

Wm. M. Holloway, 
. Co. Supt. Schools, 
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BREVARD COUNTY. 

Hon, W, iV. Sheats : 

Dear Sir — A review of the condition of the schools shows 
that satisfactory progress has been made in the four years just 
ended. 

SCHOOL BUILDINGS. 

We have good school houses in nearly every district where 
there are six or more pupils. We have avoided creating a 
debt. The Board furnished the material and the patrons con- 
tributed the lots and cost of construction. The houses are 
neat and of suitable size, properly furnished with patent desks. 
Now that the schools are nearly all comfortably housed and 
seated, they will be more completely equipped with charts and 
apparatus. 

FREE TEXT- BOOKS. 

Having had charga of the distribution of the school books, 
that the Board, in 1880, was obliged to purchase to carry out 
the order, 1 was soon convinced that it would be true econ- 
omy to have free school books as well as as free tuition. The 
Board at all times liberal and progressive, approved; but, did 
not feel justified in attempting it until last June. The result 
has fully justified the step. The initial expense being about 
1900, $500 of which is the appropriation for school supplies, 
$100 (a little more possibly) is balance of books on hand 
(alluded to. above) and $':J00 special apportionment. Thus while 
not affecting our term, free books has removed a serious source 
of annoyance as well as an obstacle to the proper classification 
and progress of the pupils. 

UNIFORM EXAMINATIONS. 

While the steady improvement is due in part to the normal 
progress, it is also in a large measure due to the more sys- 
tematic examinations and compulsory requirements now in 
force. We have always had many very excellent teachers 
who have influenced our progress, but the Uniform Examina- 
tion Law has made it possible to improve the methods of in- 
struction in those districts which offered little, except the 
salary to teachers and which really required the most compe- 
tent. 
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I have endeavored to make our institute9 of more pnctial 
n^e than heretofore, the lectures and diAcussions being 9oppl^ 
ment^d by model classes, illustrating the methods which the 
teachers were ex[>ected to use during the term. 

The County Normal Institute, held in September, wm in 
ilarp^e part practice work, pupils from School No. 2, Titnsrille, 
forming the model classes. I emphasized the neccMityfor 
anore careful attention to analysis and language. This school 
*was not intended to supplant the State Summer Schools, but to 
rgive the teachers who w<?re unable to attend thent, and espe- 
<5ially those without experience, s'^me professional training. 
The result of the course has been very evident and satisfac- 
tory, teachers of experience acknowledging the benefit. The 
■expenence gained will be used to make future institutes more 
tuseful. 

ni«;ii sriiooL. 

While we have no High School established as such, the 
Titusville school is prepare<i to give a full course from Kinder- 
garten to Hiofh School, the principal and assistants being 
thoroughly qualified for the work in their respective depart- 
ments. The Board is also rea<lv to increase the staff of teach- 
»er8 at any time necessary. 

KIN D K U<; A UTKX WORK. 

I employed an experienced an<l superior Kindergartener in 
•the Primary Department in 1892, who has continued in charge 
4o the present time. A part of the day is given to Kinder- 
rgarten classes. 

It reaches many to whom such instruction is of more bene- 
fit than to those whose means enable them to pay proper at- 
tention to the training of their children. 

I know that the teachers as a corps are doing better work 
:and have good reason to think that the patrons appreciate the 
eschools. 

licspectfully, 

J so, S. Sams, 

Supt. Brevard County. 
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CALHOUN COUNTY. 

^on, W. ^, SheatSy Superintendent Public Instructiony 
Tallahassee^ Fla : 

Dear Sir : In compliance with your request asking for 
reports from County Superintendents in regard to the condi- 
tion, improvement, etc., in the schools ot the State, I give 
you the following few items from my county: 

INFLUEXCE OF BETTER TEACHERS. 

Our schools are in better condition than they have been 
owing — 

Ist. To the teaching force being better prepared for their 
work and, consequently, doing better work. 

2d. Because we pay our teachers promptly at the end of 
every month, thereby stimulating them to do the work re- 
quired. 

3d. Our teachers are being paid according to merit (pay- 
ing them salaries according to efficiency and the grade of 
certificate), thereby encouraging them to work up to a higher 
grade. So much for the teaching force. 

OTHER CAUSES OF IMPROVEMENT. 

Now, among other things which help the progress of edu- 
cation in our county I will mention the following: 

Ist. Extending the school term one ^onth — giving pupils 
five instead of four months schooling. 

2d. In having our schools supplied with adopted series of 
books, thereby being able to classify and grade. 

3d. In having better houses built. We have had five new 
school buildings erected in the last two years — larger, better 
lighted, and more convenient in every way than former ones, 
and owned by the Board of Public Instruction. 

SUB-DISTRICTS. 

4th. We have three sub-districts in the county, the levy 
in which will extend the term somewhat in those districts. 
And last, but not least, in having a State Superintendent who 
is engineering matters in the right way, willing and always 
ready to give counsel and advice in educational matters 
when called on. 
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PLEASED WITH THE GROWTH. 



I am pleased with the progressive growth of education in 
my own county in the last few yeara, and in saying this I am 
confident I voice the sentiment of a large majority of the 
people of my county. I have had my share of difficulties in 
accomplishing what little I have done. 

BOOKS FOUND IN USE. 

On my first visits to the schools of my county four years 
ago I found Readers by nearly every author known or un- 
known to fame, Arithmetics ditto, Geographies and Gram- 
mars the same. Spellers of all kinds — from a few leaves to a 
whole book — Blue-Backs standing out in bold relief. 

The people seemed to be perfectly satisfied, and would, per- 
haps, visit the school on its closing day to hear their children 
belch forth words of four or five syllables from the great 
Blue-Back Speller. 

OPPOSITION TO CHANGE. 

The order went forth that the Blue-Back must be laid 
aside and pupils be supplied with the adopted series of books. 
When the order became known a wail was heard. "Fisher 
will bankrupt us," some would say, "in having us to buy new 
books." Others would sav, "It's uW Sheats' fault.' 
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BOOKS GIVEN THE POOR. 

School work has changed since then. Pupils generally 
are supplied with the necessary text-books. Those too poor 
to buy are supplied free by the School Board. 

The people are pleased with the new order of things, 
knowing that it works better for the educational interests of 
their children. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

What we need most now is legislation to enable us to raise 
funds sufticient to run our schools eight months. 

Our children will never be able to get a common school 
education in four or ^ve months in the year. I could men- 
tion other legislation needed, but as there will probably be 
suggestions from reports of other County Superintendents 
touching on matters of this kind, I will leave it with thera. 
Very respectfully, 

P. F. Fisher, 
County Superintendent Calhoun County. 
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CITRUS COUNTY. 

/^upt. W, N. Sheats^ Tallahassee^ Florida: 

Dear Sir — In obedience to the request for a report and 
brief review of the past official work of those County Superin- 
tendents whose terms of office expire Jan. 5, 1897, contained 
in your circular letter of Dec. 18, 1896, I beg leave to submit 
the following resume of my official life in Citrus county: 

My first term of office began July 1, 1887, by appointment 
of Governor Perry, soon after the cutting off of the territory 
included in Citrus county from old Hernando county. In the 
fall of 1888 I was elected to succeed myself as County Super- 
intendent of Citrus county, was again elected in 1892, and 
have held the position till the present time, making a total of 
nine and one-half years' incumbency. 

CONDITIOK OF THE COUNTY IN 1887. 

At the beginning of this county's history it had no money ^ 
was in debt for its part of the old county's obligations, not 
over a half-dozen, poorly built and unfurnished school houses, 
with few resident teachers, and inexperienced officers. The 
county was poor, had not very many orange groves, no rail- 
roads, and no apparent prospect of early enrichment. Not- 
withstanding these unpropitious environments, our school 
officers, one and all, set to work to create schools, build school 
houses, furnish the same, employ teachers as competent as 
could then be had, and carve out a history and a destiny for 
our schools. 

INFLUENCE OF TirE PHOSPHATE BOOM. 

Later, when the phosphate boom struck us, our plans and 
prospects were very materially affected by the rapid shifting 
of our population from one part of the county to another, or 
removal of families to other States, consequent upon the sell- 
ing out of their properties to phosphate land buyers. At one 
sitting during this time, our Board abolished eleven schocils^ 
because their former patrons had moved away. 

THE FREEZE. 

Scarcely had we recovered from these unfortunate condi- 
tions, when the great freeze and bank failure came and nearly 
overthrew us again. Now, however, we are getting upon our 
feet again, and hope, 'ere long, to have recovered fully from 
the disasters of the past. 
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HAD CO-OPERATION. 




In all my efforts, as County Superintendent, to further the 
interests and minister to the needs of the schools of this 
county, 1 have always had the hearty co-operation, to the ex- 
tent of their ability, of our various school board's, supervisors, 
teachers, and, for the most part, the patrons of schools. I 
have only had to lay my plans before past and present mem- 
bers of our school boards, to receive prompt acquiescence, if 
possible, in all that was suggested, and ready granting of 
whatever was asked. There has never been even a moder- 
ately serious disagreement between myself and these gentle- 
manly and al le school officials. 

IIY SUCCESSOR. 

I feel confident that all the gentlemen who will take charge 
of the school affairs of this county the fifth of this month will 
serve the people with equal fidelity and patriotism. This re- 
mark applies with equal force to my own successor. Rev. C. 
S. Young, who is an experienced teacher, holding a First-Grade 
Certificate under the present law, and is an intelligent, cultured 
Christian gentleman, who has the interests of the schools truly 
at heart, and will. I feel assured, do all in his power to foster 
their best interests. 

PROGRESS MADE. 

Beginning, as I have said, with nothing worthy of the name 
of school or school house, we have at the present time thirty- 
five schools, thirty-one of which have patent desks, nearly all 
supplied with maps and charts, reasonably comfortable school 
houses, with stoves and other furniture. Our school popula- 
tion is about 950. We have never had more than thirty-six 
schools in operation in any one year. 

A SCHOOL FOR EVERY CHILD. 

There is scarcely a child within the bounds of the county 
who is not within reasonable distance of a school. The few 
who are not, are allowed to transfer to other districts or other 
counties, that they may attend school somewhere at the coun- 
ty's expense. 

CHARACTER OF TEACHERS. 

Though nearly all our teachers are young, they are intelli- 
gent, energetic and progressive, and are, in my opinion, young 
or old, the peers of any of like experience in the State. 
Nearly all of them take one or more educational journals, read 
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educational books, attend county teachers' meetings, as well 
as State Associations, and, in d word, without claiming to be 
anywhere near perfect, nevertheless, they try to keep abreast 
of the times in all lines of school work. 

SUPEJtVISORS. 

Our Supervisors, for the most part, attend as fsathfuUy to 
their duties as could be expected without compensation. We 
have never had any difficulty with them. 

SCHOOLS GRADED. 

Our schools are tolerably well graded, considering that they 
are nearly all country schools. Attendance is not always the 
best, but we generally get at least two-thirds of our enrollment 
for average attendance. There are six colored schools. There 
are thirty-one white and four colored teachers, nearly all of 
whom are residents in the county. 

EXAMINATIONS AND TERM RECORD-BOOK. 

At the end of the term, the teacher holds a written exami- 
nation when possible, and oral if not, grades each pupil in 
every study, records this grading, together with attendance,, 
tardiness, deportment and general average in a book called 
a Term Record, which together with the register. Supervisor'^ 
receipt for furniture, final reports, etc., are turned over to the 
County Superintendent before the last warrant is drawn^ 
Blank Arbor Day reports. Supervisors' and teachers' reports- 
for each month, pupils' permits for attendance outside their 
own district or county, teachers' receipts for warrants, and all 
other blanks supplied by the State and County Boards are re- 
quired to be used. 

USE OF TERM RECORDS. 

These Term Records are turned over to the next teachers,, 
who grade their pupils for the new term according to the 
facts therein recorded. Each pupil gets a duplicate record 
of his grading upon a card made for the purpose. Should a 
pupil change his residence between terms, he has only to pre- 
sent his card to the new teacher to have his grade stan ding- 
properly allowed. Without this card or term Record to show 
his standing, he must be examined to ascertain it. Teachers- 
are required to continue pupils from the point 2^t which they 
stopped the preceding terra, unless for satisfactory reasons. 

When a pupil completes a given branch, he may be exaniined 
by the County Superintendent, and be granted a certificate^ 
showing such completion. 
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COl'RSE OF STUDY. 



We have a course of study, rules and regulations printed in 
pamphlet, and everything pretty well systematized. The 
teachers were consulted in adopting the course of study, but 
I myself conceived and carried into operation the rest of the 
system, with the consent, of course, of the School Board. 

Within the last two years every effort hag been made to 
increase the efficiency of all departments of school work, and 
though we have not yet attained to all that has been desired, 
yet we feel that, with the foundations already laid, much will 
he accomplished in the future. 



COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL. 



Our County High School, at Inverness, in charge of three 
competent lady teachers, is now accomplishing better work 
than ever before. 

NEW BUILDINGS. 

Since July, 1894, several new buildings have been erected 
and furnished. Twenty-one school houses have been bui't 
since the division of the county from the old one, upon the 
plan the Board furnishing the material and the patrons doing 
or having the work done. 

NO SUGGESTIONS, YET SUGGESTS. 

In view of the contempt with which past recommendations 
-of County Superintendents to the State Legislature have been 
treated by that august body, I have no suggestions to make. 
I will say, however, that our present special tax law is exceed- 
ingly defective, and needs material amendment; but as every 
time it is touched by our wise solons it gets into a worse mud- 
dle. I presume it had better be let alone. It is incomprehen- 
sible as it is, in some parts, but further tinkering would only 
make confusion worse confounded. Nearly all our school laws 
are more or less contradicting and doubtful. 

SUB-DISTBICTS AND TAX. 

We have ten Sub-Districts in this county, levying a tax of 
from one and one-half to three mills. In our County School 
levy, we always go to the limit of the law (five mills) without 
opposition on the part of County Commissioners or others. 

NO WARRANTS DISCOUNTED. 

When we run out of money, as we sometimes do before the 
new taxes come in, we borrow enough to do us, and never 
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allow our warrants to be discounted. This vear, as for several 
past, we had enough left over from last year to pay all ex- 
penses to the tirst of December. Our finances are in a sound 
condition at present, and likely to reniain so. This county was 
one of the Rye in the State, last July, that could cash any 
county or school warrant on presentation or at sight. 

This report has been written in great haste and is not, 
therefore, what I would desire it to be in the i)roper arrange- 
ment of its various parts, but I have no time now to revise it, 
and must submit it with the compliments of 

Youi* humble servant, 

E. S. Harrison, 

Co. Supt. Citrus Co., Fla. 



CLAY COUNTY. 

JIo)i. Wm, y, iSheats^ State JSnperintendent PtihUc Listruc- 
tion^ Tallahassee^ Fla,: 

Dear Sir — In reply to your request for a report of the con- 
dition of the schools of Clay county, I take pleasure in saying 
that they are in better shape this year than ever. We have 
in Clay county fifty-four schools; forty-five for white and nine 
for colored pupils; the enrollment being 1281; 1048 white arid 
:i38 negro pupils. While we had seven schools not taught by 
the 30th of June, 1896, we will be able to have all taught the 
present term, which will increase the enrollment to 1400 on 
l600. We have 35 teachers, 30 white and 5 negroes. 

AIDED BY COUXTY BOARD. 

Aided as I have been by one of the most zealous School 
Boards, one that have conscientiously endeavored to assist in 
carrying out all measures that could advance the educational 
interests of Clay county, we have been enabled to change the 
character, by our combined efforts, of our schools by encour- 
aging patrons to become more interested in school work. Our 
aim has been and will continue to be to make our schools bet- 
ter. 

I would be pleased to know that the time is not far distant 
when all the schools in the county will require at least one 
assistant teacher, and when several well-graded schools, rank- 
ing favorably with such schools in the State, shall be required 
and sustained. 
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SCHOOL HOUSES AND TEACHEBS. 

We have succeeded in building good common school houses 
for all our districts, With very few exceptions, which I think 
very important, among the requirements of a school. Then, 
having, as we now have, the best of teachers we have made a 
beginning, and with the aid and encouragement which teachers, 
patrons and pupils need and will receive from our County 
School Board and myself, we are bound to make a success. 
We have teachers uniformly energertic and progressive. I 
cannot say enough in commendation of our School Board 
for the manner in which they have managed the school inter- 
ests in Clay county, and their untiring efforts generally to ad- 
vance the cause of education. 

Our finances are in tjood condition. 

UNIFORM EXAMINATIONS. 

Our educational interests are advancing, attributable in a 
sjreat measure to having a qualified corps of teachers^ second 
to none, but the equal I believe of any. The qualifications of 
teachers are entirely due to the uniform examinations, which 
I cannot refrain from heartily endorsing, and which I am more 
in favor of now than I was at first. At the adoption of the 
uniform system of examining teachers, I thought it too rigid, 
but now think it could not, without difficulty be improved. 
It gives the teachers something to work for; to secure a higher 
grade certificate, qualifying them to secure better salaries and 
to make themselves more successful educators than in handling 
the lower grades of certificates. 

SUGGESTED LEGISLATION. 

1. If the amendments to the Constitution as it now is, 
(basing distribution of funds on average attendance,) could 
be stricken out, it would be far better. 

2. The present method of paying the teac);Lers according 
to the number of pupUs everyone connected with school work, 
knows to be a failure. 

3. I favor the the uniform examinations from Xhe fact that 
they are fair, and this manner of paying the teacher according 
to the' attendance is consequently not in accordance with the 
spirit of the uniform examinations. 

4. I greatly favor and advocate the payment of teachers for 
their services by the month, according to grade of certificate 
held by them and by their success as teachers. 
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5. I would also favor a law so framed as to compel parents 
and guardians to send children under their care to school — or 
give some good cause for failure. Also the adoption of a uni- 
formity of text-books throughout the State. 

6. As to the selection of Supervisors, a person is worthy 
of his hire; a Supervisor works for nothing, and, in most cases, 
he is overpaid. I would recommend paid Supervisors and a 
penalty for neglect of duty. 

7. I favor a higher tax rate for school purposes in order to 
secure a longer terra of schools than four or five months. 

8. I think nothing would improve our schools as much as to 
have them commence January 1st, and cjose December 81st, 
because our taxes would then be collected in time to meet the 
requirements of our school year. As it is, our teachers have 
to wait, until about the close of the school year for their 
salaries taught at the opening of the school year. I know by 
the change I suggest, the school interests of Clay county 
would be greatly benefited, and no county in the State 
would suffer by the change. 

GRATIFICATION AT PROGRESS. 

I have herewith in a brief way given the information de- 
sired. Since you have given me the opportunity I cannot re- 
frain from expressing, in some feeling of pride, gratification 
at the progress of matters concerning education in Clay 
county. Older views are being swept away and newer and 
more improved and enlightened ones taking their places, the 
improvement in teachers and the success they have acquired 
is marked and progressive. This is due in a great measure to 
the Uniform System of Examinations adopted by our State Su- 
perintendent of Public Instruction, Hon. VVm. N. Sheats. 

W. W. Shedd, 
Superintendent of Schools, Clay county, Florida. 



DADE COUNTY. 

IIon» Wm, JV^. Sheats^ State Superintendent Public Instruc- 
tion^ Tallahassee^ Fla.: 

Dear Sir — I respectfully submit the following report: Our 
schools are in a very satisfactory condition at present, and 
promise well for the future. 

17 
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I have just returned from a tour of inspection, and from 
personal observation can report progress from the "State of 
Dade." 

The working condition of our schools is apparently better, 
and less friction has been observed than at any time during 
their existence. Our plan of development has been briefly 
marked by the procuring of equipment. 

HOUSES AND FURXITURE. 

New school houses have been built and furnished with 
patent desks, globes, charts, dictionaries, etc. 

COURSE OF STUDY. 

A uniform course of study and a set of rules and regula- 
tions have been adopted for the government of teachers and 
pupils, and good teachers have been employed to teach our 
schools. 

CHARACTER OF TEACHERS. 

Our teachers are enthusiastic in their work, and since they 
all hold certificates granted under the Uniform Examinations 
of this State, it is needless to add that they are thoroughly 
equipped for the rendering of good service. Nearly all sub- 
scribe for one or more educational journals, and thus keep in 
touch with the most modern ideas and systems of pedagogy. 

OUR GROWTH. 

Our schools have been more than doubled in number, and 
the total attendance correspondingly increased since July, '94. 
They number now twenty-four. Four of these are colored. 

FINANCES. 

Financially we are all right. Our balance on hand Dec. 1, 
1896, was $2,705.46. Our County Commissioners have 
never displayed any hesitancy in granting the full limit (five 
mills) allowed by law for school maintenance ; neither has 
our School Board, in any instance, been too bashful to ask for 
the same. Our teachers are paid promptly at the end of 
each month, and a teacher's warrant is accepted by our 
banks with as much readmess as New York exchange. 

SUGGESTIVE LEGISLATION. 

Fix by law the minimum salary of the County Superin- 
tendent, define his qualifications, make him a member 
of the School Board, and give hira some latitude in which to 
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do efficiei»t work. Under the present law he is more or less 
of a "'figurehead," without power to vote, and hariipered too 
much in his freedom of action. The County Superintendent 
should be a teacher of experience, holding a first-grade cer- 
tificate, or a graduate of some recognized college, or prefer- 
ably both. 

Place a premium on first-grade certificates, make the third- 
grade certificate transferable and subject to renewal upon 
examination. This is necessary for the accommodation of 
our colored brethren. 

I regard the present school law as excellent, as a whole, 
but venture to offer these few suggestions as a result of my 
observation. 

Very respectfully yours, 

W. L. WiDMEYER, 

Acting Superintendent Public Instruction. 



ESCAMBIA COUNTY. 

JEIon. TF. N, Sheats^ Tallahassee^ Fla,: 

Dear Sir — In reply to y« ur circular letter of 18th inst., 
asking for a statement of the school operations, and the 
changes and improvements in same from July 1st, 1894, to 
July 1st, 1896, inclusive, in the public schools in Escambia 
county, I beg to refer you to the annual statement of June 
30th, 1894, which shows that there were enrolled that year 
4,029 pupils, and an average attendance of 2,571 pupils. The 
report for June 30th, 1896, shows an enrollment of 4,215 pu- 
pils, and an average attendance of 2,818 pupils. 

BUILDINGS AND FURNITURE. 

Within the two years from July Ist, 1894, to July Ist, 1896, 
the following comfortable one-room school buildings have 
been erected and furnished with modern desks and furniture, 
to-wit: Schools Nos. 13, 29, 30, 46, 58, 68, 69 and 71. Addi- 
tions of one room each have been made to schools Nos. 2 and 
16, and a fine four- room building, No. 70, has just been com- 
pleted in the city, which is a model in every respect, rooms 
30x32 and nicely furnished. Schools Nos. 27 and 31 were 
added to in 1895. School building No. 27 is a comfortable 
two-room building, but with only one room finished; No. 31 is 
a three-room building removed to a much larger and better 
lot and improved in every way. 
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On Juh' 1st, 1894, we owned school pro}»erty as follows: 
Schoollots, 112,190; school buiMinors, *81, 040;' school furni- 
ture, $9,308. On July 1st, 1890, school lots, $13,095; school 
"buildings, $32,905; school furniture, 811,169. 

We have not made the progress that we think ought to 
liave been made, but we have had many obstacles to contend 
against, and upon the whole feel that we have no right to be 
despondent, for our advancement has been continuous, if very 
•gradual. 

PURSUE BUSINESS METHODS. 

We have been doing our best to run our schools on strict 
business methods and will continue on these lines to the end, 
liopiog to realize our brightest expectations in advancing the 
schools of Escambia countj^ to the front rank. 

A TAX SYSTEM SUGGESTED. 

If we could get our Legislature to frame a revenue bill on 
i^usiness principles, that is, offer an inducement for prompt 
payment of taxes, just as any business man would do to en- 
<50urage a promt payment of a debt, we would be able to meet 
the pay-rolls for our teachers promptly, and this would en- 
courage them to do more and better work m our schools. 

This could be done without a hardship on any tax-payer in 
the State. Make the taxes as now, due on November 1st, 
give a discount of 2 per cent on all taxes paid in November, 
1 per cent on all paid in December, January pay full taxes, 
February add ^ of one per cent, interest, and ^ per cent addi- 
tional for every month until June, when the year's work should 
be closed. 

This would be business, and would bring money into the 
-county treasury in a steady stream, and you would no more 
hear of teachers having to wait for their pay, or any other of 
the creditors of our county. 

Respectfully, 

N. B. Cook, 
County Supt. Public Instruction for Escambia County. 



HAMILTON COUNTY. 

The schools in this county for the years ending June 30, 
1895, and June 30, 1896, were better in many respects than 
-those of preceding years. This was due to a better class of 
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teachers, an improvement in methods of instruction, and 
more systematic work. 

TEACHERS ENCOURAGED TO READ. 

I endeavored to aid my teachers by encouraging them ta 
read good school journals and works on teaching, and by 
an interchange of thoughts and ideas as to their plans and 
methods of work. As a consequence, there was a livelier 
interest taken in teaching, and more accomplished, with 
better results. 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE. 

• 

The average attendance was not hs good as I wished, but 
there was a considerable increase over that of the year be- 
fore. The attendance for this year has been better stilL 
Pupils, too, have been better classed in their work. Most of 
the schools have been taught. Others are now running. 

SCHOOL BUILDINGS. 

Better houses have been built within the past two years 
for many of the schools. Where it has not been done by the- 
School Board, the patrons have built them with private 
means. 

On the whole, the schools have done well, considering that 
the county has been so badly handicapped for the want of 
funds. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

1. County School Boards should be given the right to fix, 
within the legal limits, the county levy for school purposes. 

2. The minimum levy should not be less than four mills. 

3. Provision should be made for collecting taxes earlier 
than they are now collected. 

4. There should be an educational qualification for County 
Superintendents. 

5. He should also be made an ex-officio member of the- 
School Board. 

6. There should be a limit to second and third'grade cer- 
tificates. Second grade should not be renewed more than 
three times; third grade not more than twice. 

7. A State Grading comnittee should take the place of 
county grading committees. Then the grading would be 
uniform; now it is not. 



2G3 

8. The law should require each county in the State to es- 
tablish a graded high school. 

GeoritE J. Graham, 
County Superintendent. 



HERNANDO COUNTY. 

on. W. y. Sheats^ State Superintendent Public Instruc- 
tion: 

Dear Sir — At your request I submit the following in re- 
gard to school affairs in Hernando county. 

FIXAXCIAL. 

In 1894 our school operations were seriously embarrasst-d 
by an old indebtedness, approximating #3,000. In 1896 the 
last of that was paid. The grand jury of this county on 
January 15, 1897, made a thorough examination of school 
affairs, and, after giving facts and figures, reported in its pre- 
sentment as follows: ^Jn case collections are as good this 
year as they have been during the last year, the year will 
leave our School Board in better financial condition than it 
has beeu for some years past, a condition of affairs which 
should give pleasure to all good citizens." 

IXTEREST AND COURSE OF STUDY. 

Interest in education has been steadily increasing. The 
course of study, rules and regulations prescribed by the 
Board have been heartily endorsed by the people generally; 
all active opposition has died out. The increase of agricul- 
tural labor required of the children, consequent upon the 
freeze, has lowered the average attendance, but the enroll- 
ment in many localities has largely increased. 

SCHOOL HOUSES, FURNITURE, ETC. 

We are well supplied with frame school houses. Two houses 
have been built and one purchased during the past two years. 
Cisterns have beeu built and wells dug where needed, and all 
the schools have been supplied with good stoves. Patent 
desks are in use in three school houses. Financial embarrass- 
ment has prevented the purchase of improved furniture. We 
intend to supply all schools with patent desks in the near 
future. 
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UNIFORM EXAMINATIONS. 



Uniform examinations have greatly improved the class of 
teachers, and opposition to them has changed generally to 
commendation. They have been conducted in this county 
with absolute fairness and results have been quite satisfactory, 
except in regard to negro teachers. Our negro population 
has suffered on account of failures of nesfro teachers to pass. 
The special examination clause of the new law has not been 
put in operation, a sufficient necessity not having arisen. 

FKEE-BOOK SYSTEM. 

The free school-book system has prevailed here for several 
years, and grows constantly in the affections of the people. 
We do not see how a regular course of study, unifgrm text- 
books and uninterrupted advancement of pupils can be 
maintained without it. The failure to purchase text-books at 
the right time, caused by the caprice or poverty of parents 
never occurs to check the onward progress of pupils. It has 
also proven to be the cheapest method of furnishing school 
books. 

teachers' institutes. 

Our teachers' institute meets monthly for eight months in 
the year, and is an element of great power. In fact, it is the 
heart of our system — by its active pulsations keeping alive 
the educational interest and progress of the county. Under 
the influence of the institute our teachers are constantly im- 
proving. Every teacher attends and prepares essays. These 
essays are preserved by the Secretary, to be condensed and 
published as the work of the Institute. 

SUMMER SCHOOLS. 

Interest in Summer Normals has greatly increased. Last 
year, for the first time, we seriously recommended attendance 
upon them, and several of our teachers attended and were 
greatly benefited. This year the Teachers' Institute has en- 
dorsed them and passed strong resolutions urging our School 
Board to take all necessary steps, including an appropriation, 
to secure the holding of one of them at Brooksville. Don't 
forget us in this matter. 

DEVELOPED HOME TEACHERS. 

During the past three years Hernando county has de- 
veloped more home-reared teachers than ever before in the 
same length of time in the history of ihe county. Any 
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graduate of our system can take, with creditable averages, 
the State uniform examinations. Only one of our graduates 
has ever failed. 

Owing to our uniform system of graded schools for the 
entire county, our home teachers have generally given the 
best satisfaction. The only difficulties we have experienced 
in operating our system have been with imported and old- 
time teachers, who could not or would not conform to our 
system. We have old teachers that are up to date, and im- 
ported teachers that are fully alive to our methods. These 
have been of great help to us and to our schools, and with 
them we have had no difficulty. Hernando county, in my 
opinion, has a splendid corps of teachers. 

SUMMARY OF PRESENT STATUS. 

The condition of our school affairs can be summarized 
about as follows: 

1. Improved condition of finances. 

2. Interest in education constantly on the increase. 

3. Well supplied with houses — increase of three. 

4. Stoves and free text-books in every school. 

5. One-third of school grounds 8up})lied with wells or 
cisterns; the others, water supply convenient. 

6. One-fifth enclosed with fences. 

7. One advanced Graded and one High School. 

8. Three-fourths of our teachers are resident and home- 
reared, and all enthusiastic and possessed of first-class ability 
to teach. 

9. Nine special-tax schools, an increase of six for the past 
two years. 

10. General term of school four months; in special-tax 
dictricts, five to eight months. 

11. Teachers' Institute successfully maintained for the past 
three years. 

12. Three schools furnished with patent desks. 

13. Sixteen schools supplied with educational charts; all 
with geographical wall maps. 

FUTURE PLANS. 

Our plans for the future include all the satisfactory feat- 
ures of our present educational system, a six months' term in 
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general and eight months in the special-tax districts, a re- 
vision of course of study to make it conform to six and eight 
months terms, and a more accurate record of the age, ad- 
vancement and disposal of the children of school age. 

LITEBARY CLUBS AND LIBRARIES. 

It is our intention to promote literary clubs and libraries in 
all the schools, so that educational advancement and interest 
may be kept up after close of school. We expect to urge the 
purchase of a library by patrons for every school, indepen- 
dent of text-books, to be let out on circulating library plan* 
We wish to make the school house the centre of interest^ 
culture and refinement in every neighborhood. 

ASPIRATIONS. 

In conclusion we will say, we aim to reach the superlative 
degree in everything worthy of effort and accomplishment 
in the domain of education. We hope to show you at the 
close of our four years' term the best system of education,, 
the most thorough and devoted corps of teachers, the best 
equipped country school houses, the most intellectual, pro- 
gressive and ambitious youths of both sexes, a people the 
most devoted to the cause of education, and, in consequence 
of the fruition of these hopes, the happiest Superintendent 
in the State. 

Respectfully, 

A. M. C. Russell, 
County Superintendent, 



HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY. 

Hon, W, iV! Sheats^ State Super snteiident Public Instruc- 
tion^ Tallahassee^ Fla,: 

Dear Sir — In accordance with the law, and with your re- 
quest, I herewith send you report on the condition of the 
schools of Hillsboro county: 

Since my last report, the schools have continued their on- 
ward march. 

new buildings. 

Six new school-houses have been built and properly fur- 
nished. The school-houses and grounds throughout the county 
are neatly kept. In most instances good drinking water is 
supplied. 
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TEACHERS. 

It is with a considerable degree of pride that I am able ta 
report favorably again on the work of the teachers* With 
very few exceptions, they are wide-awake, zealous and effi- 
cient in the performance of their duties. As a natural conse- 
quence, prejudice against the improved methods of teaching- 
has been almost entirely overcome, and patrons are showing- 
their appreciation more and more of the efficient work that is 
being done. Tardiness and irregularity in attendance are 
gradually disappearing; promptness and punctuality are being 
recognized as essentials to success in school work and most 
powerful factors in forming character. 

COUBSE OP STUDY AND RECORD BOOK. 

When entering upon my official duties ten years ago, I 
noticed that one of the greatest obstacles to progress of the 
schools lay in the frequent changes of teachers, and the absence 
of a uniforaA system for carrying on the work. To obviate 
the bad effects that would naturally follow, a Course of Study 
Tvas placed in the hands of supervisors and teachers, indicating 
the work to be done by the several grades in the different 
studies, and each school was provided with a Record Book iu 
which teachers were required to record monthly the work 
done in the several grades and branches, also to keep a record 
of the monthly enrollment and average attendance and such 
other matter as might be of interest to the succeeding 
teacher. 

SUMMER SCHOOL. 

Summer normals and district institutes conducted by the 
County Superintendent every year, a careful and systematic 
inspection of each teacher's work, together with the hearty 
co-operation of an intelligent, impartial and public-spirited 
Board of Education have been instrumental in bringing about 
the present satisfactory condition of our schools. 

Respectfully yours, 

L. W. BUCHHOLZ, 

County Superintendent. 



HOLMES COUNTY. 

Hon, W, JV. /Sheats, Tallahassee, Fla.: 

Dear Sir — In compliance with your request I will make a 
short statement in relation to the schools of Holmes county, 
from July 1894 to July 1896. 
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IMPROVE MKXTS IS BUILDINGS AND EQUIPMENT. 

There is considerable improvements in buildings. Most of 
the old houses have been torn down and replaced with good 
framed buildings, furnished with good seats, good desks and 
blackboards. Nine new houses have been built and fitted up 
with stoves. School grounds are better kept and everything 
indicates greater interest than has ever been manifested here- 
tofore in this county. 

teachers' examinations. 

Our examinations have been well attended and conducted 
as fairly as could be under the circumstances, a good percen- 
tage obtained certificates. All were well pleased except those 
who failed; those who failed, of course, complained and made 
the usual charges that fraud was perpetrated and the Grading 
Committee had shown partiality. 

OPPOSITION^ TO the LAW. 

Our people were very much opposed to the uniform exami- 
nation law, because some had pets they wanted to put in the 
schools. They said that Sheats wanted to get up something 
now, curtailing their liberties, and it would come to pass that 
a poor man could not get a school. 

OPPOSITION WANING. 

But now every one, with a few exceptions, admit that it was 
just the thing needed; by means of it, we have rid ourselves of 
a lot of old croakers who knew nothing and sought a little 
school as a substitute for a cotton crop. 

OLD WAY OF getting A TEACHER. 

Under the old order of things there were always some as- 
piring teachers on the pad trying to make up a little school to 
be taught as soon as they could finish their crop. The crop 
over, the teacher and a few patrons would go to see the Board 
to get license to teach; if the teacher failed, woe be unto the 
Board and County Superintendent, everything was said about 
them except something good. 

THE NEW WAY. 

Now, as soon as our examination is over, the Supervisors are 
present, each seeking to get the highest grade teacher possible. 
Now they say, Sheats is the ri(/ht 7?ian in the right place. 
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HAVE A hi<;h school. 



I think Providence directed us to be readj for the law when 
it was passed, for we had just organized a High School and 
were preparing to raise the standard of education in our county^ 
We now see the necessity of getting away from the old plan; 
under which to be able to write so that it could be read, a little 
spelling, reading and ciphering, and sometimes a little geog- 
raphy and grammar (Smith's), was the acme of educational 
aspiration. 

TRAISli Foil EXAMINATION LAW. 

I attribute the improvement in interest manifested by the 
teachers and people in general entirely to the influence of our 
uniform examination law. 

TERM OF SERVICE. 

I have been connected with the schools of Holmes county 
from January Ist, 1875, up to January 1897, and I think the 
past year has been the greatest in our history. More interest 
has been manifested by the patrons than ever before in this^ 
county. 

ATTENDS SCHOOL CLOSINGS. 

I have been invited to a number of schools at the close to- 
lecture, preach, or otherwise contribute to the success of the 
occasion. I could not fill all the applications; it has not been 
so heretofore, the schools wanted to close as quietly as pos- 
sible. 

SUGGESTIONS A HIGH SCHOOL MANDATORY. 

I hope you will use all your influence to have a law passed 
making every county have a High School, so that young men 
and women may be prepared at home to teach the schools of 
their county as well as fitted for other important stations in 
life. I think it is your duty, as the chief of the educational 
department of the State, to see that such a school is established 
in every counry. I want the time soon to come when every 
county will be perfectly independent of every other county for 
teachers, and I believe a High School for every county will 
bring this state of things to pass. 

Yours truly, 

W. Curry, 
County Superintendent- 
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JACKSON COUNTY. 

MABIANXA, FLA. 

Hon, W. N, SheatB^ Tallahassee^ Fla, : 

Dear Sir — Complying with your request to report condi- 
tion of School affairs of this county, I beg leave to state that 
school work is progressing nicely, that they are in better con- 
dition this year than ever, and that more interest is manifested 
every year by patrons, children and teachers in the school 
work, and a constant demond is made by patrons for longer 
terms and better school facilities. This, however, under pres- 
ent school law, (allowing County Commissioners to determine 
amount of mills levied for school purposes) can not be granted. 
Under the circumstances our Board is doing all in their power 
on this line. 

NEW BUILDINGS. 

During the last two years there have been eleven new frame 
school buildings constructed in the county, where before ex- 
isted nothing but the rude log house with its puncheon seats, 
and also many others have been remoddled and greatly im- 
proved. 

UNIFORM EXAMINATION LAW. 

Our teachers and people heartily endorse the Uniform Ex- 
amination Law for many reasons, but it seems to me that it 
would be better to have one Grading Committee for each 
Judicial District. 

STATE UNIFORM TEXT-BOOKS. 

We have a uniform series of text-books adopted in the 
■county, which, as a general rule, are used in all the public 
schools, but occasionally there move into the county families 
from other counties, who have a different set of books, and 
who feel unable to purchase the books adopted by our Board. 
Then there arises an extra work for the teacher; there- 
fore, I think it would be much better for all concerned, that 
the State Board be empowered with authority to make this 
adoption. 

COUNTY INSTITUTES. 

We hold regularly County Institutes which I am sorry to 
say are not as well attended as they should be, but great inter- 
est is manifested by those who attend, and excellent work is 
being done along this line. 
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SUMMER SCHOOL. 



We hope to have this year a Summer Normal for the bene- 
fit of our teachers, for we fully recognize the beneficial results 
of these meetings. On the whole I would say that there has 
been a decided improvement in school interest in the last two 
years and that it is still increasing. 

I trust that you may be able at the next Legislature to have 
such changes in the school law as you may deem beneficial 
to the school interest. 

Very respectfully, 

A. J. WOOLDRIDGE, 

Co. Supt. Jackson county. 



LAFAYETTE COUNTY. 

MAYO, FLORIDA. 

Son, Wm, N, Sheats : 

Allow me to make the following report of my stewardship 
as County Superintendent, which is now soon to close for en- 
trance again into the private walks of life. 

CONDITION OP THINGS FOUND. 

I took hold of the educational helm without experience in 
the work, and with due respect to my predecessor, I must say 
in justice to myself, that I found very little system in the work. 
The standard of education was extremely low for both pupils 
and teachers, the county was without a High School or any 
school that could be pointed to as a model or a stimulus tor 
the others, all things were on a dead low level. 

SET TO WORK WITH DETERMINATION. 

But my heart was in the work and I began as best I knew 
liow the great work of reform, under the direction and leader- 
ship of a man of long experience and whose heart burns with 
zeal for the great cause, it is needless for me to say that I 
refer to the Hon. Wm. N. Sheats. 

There was much to be done, and praise is due the County 
Board for the hearty co-operation they have extended me in 
all my undertakings. My own experience, as unworthy as I 
may have been demonstrated to me that County Boards only 
need a leader, some one capable of mapping out and suggesting, 
and they will co-operate. 
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FINANriALLY IMPEDED. 



We have been greatly crippled in our work for the past two 
years by having our school assessment reduced to the minimum 
limit, three mills, in 1894, and raised only to 4:^ mills in 1895, 
at the same time the valuation put upon railroad lands in the 
county was greatly reduced. These two things co-operated 
to greatly diminish our revenues, just at the time when we 
were making all possible efforts to encourage the introductioA 
of a better grade of teachers by raising salaries. 

Taking all things into consideration, I feel that we have 
done remarkably well under the circumstances. 

COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL, 

A County High School has been established at Mayo, the 
county seat, which is at present under the Principalship of 
Prof. J no. D. Alderman, and we feel that it is a grand success 
and a great achievement in a county circumstanced and sit- 
uated like ours, with no past movement in that direction. 
From this school in 1895 came five of our teachers, and the 
present term will give us several more. 

UNIFORM EXAMINATIONS. 

I have examined fifty-one applicants under the uniform ex- 
amination law; thirty- two of that number were awarded ctrtifi- 
cates. Our corps of teachers is growing into a live and entha- 
8iastic|body of workers, studying their texts and their profession 
ten times as much as was ever known in this county before. 

EXTENDS FAREWELL THANKS. 

My administration as a whole has been pleasant, and before 
retiring from office I desire to thank my friend, the honored 
State Superintendent, for the continued kindness and counsel 
extended to me at all times, and for his zeal and faithfulness 
in the great cause in which we are enlisted. 

I also tender thanks to the faithful and worthy teachers and 
to the School Board of the county for their cheerful co-opera- 
tion with me in the work, and last, but not least, to the good 
people of Lafayette county who have manifested appreciation 
of my work^ 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. P. Abbott, 
County Superintendent. 
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LAKE COUNTY. 

Hon, W, iVi Sheats^ State Superintendent Public histruc- 
tion^ TallahassLe^ Fla.: 

My Dear Sir — I have the pleasure to submit to you this 
general report of the condition and progress of the Public 
Schools of Lake county during the last two years. 

LOSS IN REVENUE. 

The loss o£ our orange groves in the winter of 1894-95 re- 
duced the assessed valuation ot the property of Lake county 
from about $4,000,000 to about $2,500,000. This caused a 
direct loss to the school fund of $7,500 per year. Our county 
school tax was already five mills and of course we could not 
increase it so as to make up the loss caused by the reduced 
valuation. Yet, notwithstanding this great adversity, we have 
kept the condition of our schools almost up to the standard 
which they had reached before that time. 

TEACHERS WARRANTS NOT DISCOUNTED. 

During the school year of 1895 and 1896, as well as in 
former years, we had to contend with the late payment of 
taxes, just as other counties do. But we did not permit our 
teachers to bear the loss of discount on their school warrants. 
It is true that some warrants were discounted, but they were 
all discounted at one bank, and by a contract between the 
County School Board and that bank a definite record of such 
discount was kept by the bank, and instead of retaining this 
discount as compensation for cashing the warrantS( the ' 
County School Board agreed to pay the bank a definite rate 
of interest for the use of its money. The discount was 
charged to the bank, and as soon as the County Treasurer had 
a sufficient amount of money on hand to pay all indebtedness, 
a settlement was made with the bank and with the teachers 
whose warrants had been discounted. If the discount which 
the bank had received amounted to less than the interest on 
their money for the actual time which it had been in use, the 
School Board paid to the bank the difference, but if the dis- 
count amounted to more than the interest, the bank paid to 
the School Board the difference. At this general settlement 
the County School Board returned to each teacher the full 
amount of the discount which he had paid to the bank. By 
this plan the teachers lost practically nothing and the bank 

18 
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received a reasonable rate, and only a reasonable rate, of in- 
terest on its money u^ed in cashinor the warrants. The plan 
has always been satisfactory to all parties concerned and is 
less expensive and much more satisfactory to the School Board 
than borrowing money would be. 

CONDITION OF FINANCES. 

We opened our schools this year with about ?!8,400 in the 
treasury — a larger amount than we had ever had on hand at 
that time of the year since the county was organized, and no 
part of the taxes of 189G had at that time been collected. This 
amount, with the taxes of 1896, will be sufficient to sustain 
our schools six months and leave a surplus of eight or nine 
thousand dollars with which to open the schools next year. 
This condition of our school fund convinces us that notwith- 
standing our severe loss of two years ago our schools will not 
suffer to any serious extent. 

CHARACTER OF TEACHERS. 

Our teachers are usually well qualified for their work. Some 
of them have taken special courses in training schools and 
nearly all of them have read a few good books on the subjeet 
of pedagogy and school management. They all have free ac- 
cess to a circulating library of about fifty well selected vol- 
umes upon the subject of teaching, and many of them have 
been much benefitted bv its use. Some of them have excel- 
lent libraries of their own 

GRADES OF CERTIFICATES HELD. 

Of about sixty white teachers in this county last year, 
eleven of them held first grade certificates and only five of 
them held third grade. This year thirteen of them hold first 
grade certiticates and only six hold third grade. If we suc- 
ceed in supplying our schools with good teachers we feel that 
their success fo** that year is to a great extent accomplished. 

All primary instruction should be given by skilled teachers, 
and we have usually been able to supply the primary depart- 
ments of our graded schools with that class of teachers. We 
of course do the same for the ungraded schools when it is pos- 
sible, for primary work must be done in all of them. 

PERMANENCY OF TEACHERS. 

An effort is made to retain all good teachers in the same 
school for several years. In many places we succeed in doing 
this but m some we fail. A definite law, giving School Boards 
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authority to employ teachers for terms of two or four years, 
would assist us very much in making teachers more permanent 
in their work. 

SELECTIOX OF TEAniERS. 

The County School Board has used much care in the selec- 
tion of teachers, and local school officers who have been given 
the privilege of recommending teachers have not usually 
abused that trust. If the local officers (Supervisors) do not 
have teachers w^hom they know to be competent they usually 
leave the selection and employment of them entirely to the 
Oounty School Board and County Superintendent. This is a 
wise practice and one that is gaining in prevalence in this 
county every year. 

BUILDINGS AXD FURNITl'KE. 

Prior to last year our School Board spent about 81,000 each 
year in building, repairing and furnishing school houses, but 
last year that work was suspended on account of the scarcity 
of money. This year we have been furnishing material with 
which building and repairing can be done and the school pat- 
rons are doing the work. A few of our school houses are not 
yet as comfortable as they should be. About half of them 
are yet to be furnished with the patent desks. 

EVIDENCES OF SUCCESSFUL WOUK. 

The personal examinations which we have made of the 
school work of both teachers and pupils has been, in a large 
number of cases, verj- satisfactory. One of the best evidences 
of the merits of the Public Schools in Lake count}^ is the suc- 
cess of the advanced ])upil8 who apply for teachers' certificates 
at the State Uniform Examinations. Their grades are usually 
among the very best that are issued, and in the last examina- 
tion, among a large number of applicants, the highest first 
grade certificate issued was given to a public school pupil 
only seventeen years old who had never attended school out- 
side of this county. 

PUBLIC IXTEREST G<K)D. 

I do not want to close this report without speaking of the 
universal and hearty support that is given the Public Schools 
by the citizens of our county. The maximum limit of school 
tax is paid cheerfully, and almost every citizen does what- 
ever he can to encourage their interest and highest success. 

Very truly yours, 

J. C. COMPTO:!^, 

County Supt. 
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LEE COUNTY. 

Hon, Wm. N, Sheats^ State Superintendent Public Instruc- 
tion^ Tallahassee^ Fla, : 

Dear Sir — In compliance with your request I herewith 
submit the following report : 

IMMENSE TERRITORY AND SPARSE POPULATION. 

Lee county is over sixty miles square, giving her an area of 
over three and one-half thousand square miles, or about thre^ 
times as large as the State of Rhode Island. The county is 
sparsely settled, making the schools scattered and small. 

EVANESCENT SCHOOL. 

In some of the hunting and fishing districts the settlements 
were not permanent, consequently only temporary school ad- 
vantages could be given. Schools of twenty pupils were 
established in such places, when not a single inhabitant was 
to be found there the following year. 

PRO RATA SYSTEM. 

It has always been our aim to give every child of school age 
equal advantages by giving him the pro rata of the funds, 
which was ten dollars per capita^ which often gave single fam- 
ilies livinsc too remote from regular schools a teacher. 

COURSE OF STUDY ADOPTED. 

A regular course of study has boen adopted, embracing- 
eight grades, which pupils are expected to complete in eight 
years. 

The County Superintendent is required to prepare uniform 
questions at the close of the term for examination, on which 
the pupils are graded. 

UNIFORM EXAMINATIONS. 

The law requiring uniform examinations for teachers has 
greatly raised the standard of teachers and schools; our in- 
different and non -progressive teachers are "laid on the shelf," 
while only the best qualified are now the ones to instruct our 

youth. 

GOOD EFFECTS OF THE FREEZE. 

Since the freeze in December, 1895, our school enrollment 
has increased about 40 per cent. Five new school houses 
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liave been built, costing from $500. to $900., and have 
l>een suppled with the best single patent desks. 

I have been County Superintendent ever since Lee county 
-was established in 1886, and feel satisfied that the foundation 
of the schools are well laid. 

D. C. Kantz, 
County Superintendent. 



LEVY COUNTY. 

Hon, W, JV, fSheats, Tallahassee^ Flar. 

Dear Sir — I have the honor, in complying with your re- 
quest for a special report of the condition of our schools, etc., 
to submit the following: 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

During the last two years we have been rapidly improving 
our school property, and supplying needed apparatus. Prior 
to that we exhausted our funds annually in appro })riations for 
teachers salaries. We now control more money and can af- 
ford to improve buildings. When obtainable, we hold deeds 
to all school property. Teachers salaries have increased and 
property improved. 

COURSE OF STUDY. 

Our schools are now closely graded. Information was fur- 
nished to the County Board last year that only five (5) per 
cent, of irregularities then existed in the entire county. This 
•course of study was adopted in 1891, and has been slightly 
modified since, by the addition of three "branches of study and 
a change in two text-books. Under its operation children 
who attend school regularly are certain of advancement. No 
option is allowed either pupil or teacher — the course of study 
must be carried out; provided, that in case of a young man 
or woman who expects to attend school during only one term, 
he or she is allowed the privilege of choosing subjects. 

PROMOTIONS. 

Beginning with the Fifth Grade, pupils are advanced from 
^ade to grade by making a general average of 65 per cent, 
-on a written e xamination. Questions for these examinations 
are prepared by County Superintendent, and are sent out upon 
requisition of teacher at any time. All examination papers 
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are first graded by the teacher who sends them to County Su- 
perintendent for inspection and approval. This heavy work 
is thus undertaken by County Superintendent in order that 
there may be county uniformity. Promotion cards are sent to 
those who pass; those who fail are required to review the work 
of that grade. Exceptions to this rule will occur where the 
teacher assigns good reasons for a pupil's failure and urgently 
requests that he or she be allowed to take up the work of the- 
higher grade. This teacher's recommendation is filed, together 
with the examinee's papers. Certificates of graduation are 
presented those who complete the full course of study. 

teacher's recommendations. 

At the close of each school, teachers are required to file 
with the Count}' Superintendent a statement by grades, show- 
ing the standing of each pupil. Appended to this statement 
is the teacher's recommendation for those not promoted by ex- 
amination. This report is expected to explain to a successor 
the condition of the school, and account for the difference in 
standing of pupils of the same grade. We try to save that 
much time to our schools which is usually consumed by a suc^ 
cessor in "getting acquainted with the pupils." We require 
all teachers to work for the next term of school. 

WEEKLY REPORTS. 

We open schools in September; many do not begin until 
later. 

The work of starting up schools, where all do not begin at 
one date, detains me in the ofiice usually until the last of Oc- 
tober. To reach these schools — and all others — we use a 
printed form for weekly reports showing progress and number 
daily recitations from each grade. This work is reported as- 
done by grades, and report sent in at the end of each week. 

FINAL DAY. 

All schools make the last day a gala day-^examinations,. 
speaking, display of work on file, and dinner. We prefer 
having these exercises during the day to the exhibitions given 
at night. This is encouraged because the actual work can be 
seen rather than the performances of children witnessed; be- 
sides, the opportunity is offered the County Superintendent of 
addressing the patrons and citizens upon those lines of thought 
which will intensify pride of school and loyalty to teacher. 
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COUNTY SCHOOL EXPOSITION. 



On this occasion the schools of the county have on exhibi- 
tion the actual work done by pupils of all grades. A large 
building is decorated and space reserved for each school sep- 
arately. On tables and upon walls are tastily arranged maps, 
historical charts, arithmetic tables, language tablets, written 
spelling, compositions, essays, drawings in physiology, and 
any special work done by boy or girl of unusual talent. 

TEACHERS INSTITUTES. 

Our teachers are convened by call of County Superintend- 
ent the first week of October, and at that time organize them- 
selves into a Teachers' Association, to last only during the 
school term, of five months; subsequently, they hold monthly 
meetings of the organization, frequently honoring the County 
Superintendent by making him presidmg officer. The pro- 
grammes for these monthly meetings are arransjed so as to 
bring into discussion those questions which bear closely upon 
the every day work of the school room. 

DISTINCTIVE IDEA IN EDUCATION. 

We work under the motto of Character Building. We im- 
press all teachers that education lies not so much in acquiring 
knowledge as in making men and women — citizens. Whether 
as a result of such teaching or not, still the fact is that we 
have but few cases of corporal punishment. 

Our effort is in the line of developing the potentialities of 
each boy and girl. We begin with integrity and end with 
intelligence, 

HIGH SCHOOLS. 

Our plan is to have the common schools tributary to the 
high schools. We graduate pupils in a course of study uni- 
form throughout the county, and allow no branches introduced 
except those which are prescribed; the common schools are 
exempt from undertaking High School work. 

In the High School Course, no attempt is made for a dis- 
tinctive college preparation. We try to cover the work nec- 
essary for a county First Grade Teachers' Certificates. We 
have organized, under the Sub- District Law, a high school in 
each of the towns Bronson and Cedar Key. 

EXAMINATION LAW. 

The little opposition that at one time existed to this law 
has been reduced to a minimum. I feel that had the County 
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Superintendent and teachers been opposed to the law, the peo- 
ple would have been more disturbed. Much praise is due our 
teachers for wisely accepting the situation and working for the 
issues, and doing so with but little or no complaint. 

We hold two examinations each year, and appoint on the 
Grading Committee teachers who will consider only the work 
before them. This law is largely responsible for the rapid in- 
crease in the efficiency of our teachers. 

POLICIES. 

We pay our school warrants in cash. When the treasury 
is exhausted, we borrow money. 

Good schools are patronized; to have good schools we need 
good teachers. We secure the best we can, giving preference 
to those who reside in our county. 

We base the salaries (1) on the grade of certificate, (2) the 
size of the school. 

All schools are required to make 60 per cent, average. 
Failing to do this for one week, the teacher must close school, 
to resume at any time when the average can be made. The 
Board suspends this regulation in cases where an attempt is 
made to wilfully break down the school. 

We teach our people that these schools are not State insti- 
tutions nor "public cribs." 

We enforce all county and and State regulations, and co- 
operate with our teachers. 

Very respectfully, 

S. Philips, 
County Supt. Pub. Inst. 



LIBERTY COUNTY. 

BRISTOL, FLA. 

Iloyi, TF. N, Sheats^ State Superintendent Public Instruc- 
tion^ Tallahassee^ Fla.: 

Dear Sir — By your request I send you a report of the 
condition of the schools of Liberty county. In my judg- 
ment the schools of the county are in a better condition than 
ever before. There is much improvement needed, and much 
yet to be done before the schools of the county are anything 
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like they ought to be. We have had difficulties, financially 
and otherwise, to contend with; but, notwithstanding all 
this, there has been considerable improvement made during 
the past two years, and we propose to keep doing our best 
for the betterment of our schools by the proper use of the 
means at our command. 

EFFECT OF EXAMINATION LAW. 

As a consequence of the new school law we have better 
teachers and better schools. We have seven white teachers 
in the county, and the white schools can all be taught by two 
schools being taught by the same teacher. 

We have only two colored teachers in the county, and for 
that cause some of the small colored schools cannot be taught. 

NEW BUILDIN<;S. 

Several new school houses have been built in the county 
during the past two years. 

In the year 1894 a good school bouse was built at Bristol, 
at a cost of more than ♦1,600, for the purpose of establishmg 
a County High School. 

COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL. 

We have employed competent teachers and have had good 
schools. For the year beginning July 1, 1894, the Bristol 
High School was taught for a term of eight months. For 
the year beginning July 1, 1895, four months, and for the 
year beginning July 1, 1896, four months, the term being 
shortened for lack of school funds. 

The Bristol High School is located on a ten acre lot, in a 
healthy locality, near Bristol, the county site. It has been 
-deeded to the Board of Public Instruction, is paid for, and 
free from all incumbrances. 

SUG.GESTION — MAKE A HIGH SCHOOL MANDATORY. 

I think it would be well to have a law enacted that would 
require each county in the State to establish one High School 
at the county site, or some central ])()int in the county, and 
that the length of the term in each High School shall be at 
least six months. 

Yours very respectfully, 

T. J. (Ire<;ory, 
County Superintendent Public Instruction. 
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MADISON COUNTY. 

Hon, ir. ^V. ^Sheats^ Tallahassee^ Fla.: 

Dear Sir — In reply to your circular letter of recent date, 
I say that the years 1894 and '95 and '95 and '96 have been 
years of prosperity in Madison county schools. 

NEW BUILDINGS. 

We have built several ejood comfortable buildings, and have 
repaired many others. We have not moved as fast as could 
be desired, but we are doing all that our funds will allow. 
Having just emerged from under a debt of twenty-five hun- 
dred dollars, we try to be cautious lest we again become en- 
tangled under the same yoke of debt. 

SINKING FUND. 

I have been anxious to provide a Sinking Fund, so that we 
could pass over the summer and fall months without teachers 
having to suffer a discount on their scrip. 

I think the county is in fairly good condition financially. 

WHEN SCHOOLS RUN. 

Our county is an agricultral county. A large per cent of 
our schools run in the summer and fall. I am not an advocate 
of summer terms but allow it from necessity. Cotton being^ 
our only money crop our people have to work their children 
on the farm during crop season. 

BOOKS ADOPTED INSISTED ON. 

When I look back only a few years and see the difficulties 
that were confronting me in the shape of fogyism, I can but 
congratulate the county for the success we have had in freeing 
the schools from these erroneous ideas about books and 
methods. This has been done by insisting on the teachers 
teaching the books adopted and using the modern methods 
regardless of the wishes or advice of the smart ones. While 
we are glad of the success we have had, we feel that there 
is still much to be done. 

BUlLDlNCiS CONTEMPLATED. 

We contemplate building a good substantial school-bulding 
in the town of Madison in the near future. We have pur- 
chased a beautiful lot conveniently located; we propose to build 
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a house that will be an ornament to the town and the pride of 
the county, and so equip it wnth apparatus so that we will be 
prepared to do as good work as any High School in the 
State. 

We are preparing to build up about fifteen First Grade 
schools in the county so that we can work our First Grade 
teachers to better advant'age. We do not claim to be in the 
lead but we are coming. Our watchword is forward. 

teachers' institute. 

The teachers of the county are organized and meet twice 
each month, the object of the association is the professional 
improvement of the teachers and the development of a course 
of study which shall be uniform throughout the county. 

We have ample teaching force. 

I think, taking everything into consideration, we have im- 
proved fifty per cent since the publication of the last biennial 
report. 

APPROVE EXAMINATION LAW. 

I have no recommendation to offer relative to any change 
in the examination law. I fully endorse it. I give it credit 
for much of the improvement in the county. We now have a 
corps of live active teachers, seventy-five per cent better than 
formerly. 

COUNTY BOARD SHOULD LEVY SCHOOL TAX. 

I would recommend a change in the revenue law. I think 
the Board of Public Instruction of the several counties should 
levy the school tax, for the reason that the needs of the county 
are best known to them. 

I would like also to have a statute confining pupils to the 
schools in their respective districts, having only one school irk 
the county open for all, and let that be the County High 
School. 

Yours in the work, 

R. L. Williams, 
Co. Supt. Public Instruction. 
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the public-spirited citizens of that town at a cost of about 
$2,500, and donated to the county for school purposes. 

The Palmetto Academy is a handsome new buildinor built 
and furnished by the citizens of the Palmetto School District; 
costing $2,700. 

The Manatee School building has recently been overhauled, 
divided into separate apartments and thoroughly equipped for 
the very best school work under its able Principal, Prof. J. 
M. Stuart. With commendable zeal the patrons of our 
county schools have caught up the interest manifested by the 
patrons and citizens of our towns, and the gratifying results 
are better and more comfortable buildings in nearly every 
school sub-district, many of which are being furnished with 
patent desks of the latest design. 

LEGISLATION SUGGESTED. 

1. I favor an amendment to the act placing the power with 
the Board of County Commissioners to fix the amount of tax 
to be levied for county school purposes. This power should 
be conferred upon County School Boards; it is reasonable to 
assume that County School Boards are more familiar with the 
actual requirements and needs of the schools under their super- 
vision than any other body. 

2. I favor a law making mandatory the establishment of 
County High Schools in every county having a specified val- 
uation and population. 

3. I favor the adoption of uniform text-books for the State; 
published and furnished by the State to patrons at the actual 
<jost of publication, thereby saving thousands of dollars an- 
nually to the patrons of our public schools. 

4. I favor no further legislation on the State Uniform Ex- 
amination Law; in my opinion, the law cannot be improved 
upon. 

With assurance of respect and esteem, I am 

Yours truly, 

W. M. ROWLETT, 

Supt. Pub. Inst., 
Manatee County. 
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MARION COUNTY. 

Office of Board of Public Instruction, > 

OcALA, January 1, 1897. ) 

'on, Wm, iV^. Sheats^ State Superintendent Public Instruc- 
tion^ Tallahassee^ Fla,: 

Dear Sir — In compliance with your request for a brief 
report from this office as to the progress of educational mat- 
ters in Marion county, I have the honor of submitting the 
following report: 

PRIMITIVE CONDITION OF SCHOOLS. 

Entering the office of County Superintendent in 1880, 
after careful inspection of the field my report to the Board 
for that scholastic yeai; made plain the necessity for com- 
fortable school buildings, furniture, and the adoption of a 
series of text-books, for the county did not own a single 
building, and schools were taught in cabins, churches and 
private residences. 

UNIFORM TEXT-BOOKS. 

One recommendation made in 1883 resulted in the adop- 
tion of a series of text-books by the Board, which has been 
continued, with few changes, to the present date. At first 
this innovation met with ^some opposition; but, after seeing 
the good results and real gain in the work of the school- 
room, it was fully approved. 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE. 

From this date the attendance in our schools began to in- 
crease and continued to do so until 1894, when it reached 
the highest enrollment — over five thousand pupils. The de- 
moralizing effect of the freeze, almost ruining our people in 
many sections of the county, reduced the attendance but not 
the interest, for, commencing this term with seventy-seven 
white and thirty-six colored schools, the reports from these 
schools show that the attendance will be greater than it was 
in 1895 and 1896, proving clearly that the patrons have an 
abiding interest in our schools. 

SCHOOL BUILDINGS. 

The great drawback to any decided improvement in school 
work from the first, was the entire absence of proper build- 
ings and furniture. Seeing this, I urged in every section the 
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COUNTY INSTITUTES, 

^^^uzing at an early date the necessity for better teachers 
and better sshools, I constantly advocated the holding of 
Teachers' Institutes, and as early as 1887 organized one at 
Ocala, to continue one week. While comparatively little 
was accomplished in so brief a time, the results were felt 
throughout the county, and a demand came from not only the 
teachers, but also from the patrons and citizens for their 
continuance. They were continued thereafter at stated 
times for one or two weeks each year until a system of insti- 
tutes was organized and held at Anthony for two or three 
years, with a session of two months- This was attended by 
nearly all the teachers of the county and excited a wide- 
spread interest. Lectures were delivered by some of the 
best educators of the State. This system of institutes con- 
tinued until the organization of Summer Schools by State 
Superintendent W. N. Sheats, which met my hearty ap- 
proval and co-operation. My efforts in behalf of this edu- 
cational movement need no comment from me in this re- 
port. 

teachers' associations. 

While fully appreciating the value of Teachers' Associ- 
tions as a mental stimulant and an incentive to better work 
in the school-room, the duties of mv office have been 
so numerous and exacting as to leave little time for attention 
to them. I will state, however, that considerable interest has 
been manifested by our teachers during past years in a 
County Teachers' Association, which was continued for 
several years and was usually well sustained by those who 
could attend. Our county is so large, schools in some sec- 
tions are so scattered and remote from the place of as- 
sembling, that it has been utterly impossible for many 
teachers to attend such meetings. At present the Associa- 
tion is discontinued. 

AMENDMENTS TO SCHOOL LAWS. 

1. I would let the school law stand as it is, especially the 
part that relates to the examination of teachers. 

2. I would make the selection and appointment of 
teachers for any and all schools in all counties the duty of 
Boards of Public Instruction. 

3. I would advocate the abolition of the present census 
law as a useless expense to the State. If the census is of 

19 



•i9(» 

«uch importance that it must be taken, place that responsi- 
bility upon the County Superintendent, and let it be taken in 
January, while schools are in session, instead of June, there- 
hy getting a far more reliable census than in the past. 

CONCLUSION. 

In niakinir this, my last report to your office, let me state 
'that a school system has been thoroughly established in this 
<50unty, and it now only needs complete development by 
those to whose care it has been committed. Notwithstanding 
the great disasters which we have sustained, our finances 
4iave been so managed as to meet all obligations without in- 
<5reasing the rate of taxation to the utmost limit. The aim 
-of my work has been to leave the cause of popular education 
in Marion county safe and firmly established, not only with 
«the ofiicials, but in the hearts and homes of our people. 
Respectfully, . 

M. L. Payne, 
Coimty Superintendent Public Instruction. 



MONROE COUNTY. 



KEY WEST, FLA. 



JIo7i W. JV, /Sheats, St(xte Superintendent of Public Listruc- 
tion^ Tallahsssee^ Fla. : 

Dear Sir — The general condition of the schools of Monroe 
county is very good, and there seems to be a spirit of im- 
provement each year. The interest in our schools and the 
school work, on the part of the patrons and public, is much 
more earnest at present than has heretofore been manifested. 

ATTENDANCE DEMANDS MORE ROOM. 

The attendance at each of our city schools is large and the 

necessity of more school room is very evident. In one of our 
schools is an enrollment of 765 pupils with an average at- 
tendance daily of between 500 and 600. 

The Board will certainly have to provide an additional 
•school building in the near future for the accommodation of 
the great number of pupils of this school. 

The other school for white children in our city is also well 
-attended, but not so crowded as the above mentioned. 
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.NKGRO SCHOOLS. 



The schools for colored children of the citv are well at- 
tended and have largf^ enrollments. Additional school room 
was provided for one of the colored schools during the past 
year, and it is to be hoped that the Hoard will be able to erect 
a new school building for the othe^* colored school, which is 
very much needed, in the near future. 

SCHOOL FURXITLKE. 

All of our schools are supplied with good furniture and 
with every facility for good work. I believe in having our 
schools well supplied with black-boards and crayons, and have 
put in a great deal since I have been in this office. Every 
school room is well supplied with black-boards and the good 
work accomplished as a result is fully appreciated. 

CHARACTER OB^ TEACHERS AXD EXAMINATION LAW. 

Our teachers are very much interested and are earnest in 
their work, and have much improved as teachers during the 
past four years. Although the Uniform Examination Law 
w^as not at iirst regarded with much favor, yet I am sure that 
after only a few years of its application the teachers now ap- 
preciate its value as a means of development of the teaching 
force within them. I can certamly value the importance of 
continuing the law for uniform examinations of teachers of 
our public schools and would not, for a moment, entertain a 
thought of going back to the old "go as you please" method 
of examinations and appointments of teachers, wherein friend- 
ship and relationship had much weight and influence. 

VALUE OF teachers' MEETINGS. 

Our regular weekly teachers' meetings, at which the practi- 
cal work of a school room is discussed, and the best methods 
of instruction are demonstrated, is undoubtedly of great value 
as a means of improvement of our school system and the 
development of our teachers as instructors. Our course of 
study in the schools is very nearly uniform, and will be made 
more so as soou as possible. 

SUGGESTION. 

I have no suggestions of needed legislation to make just at 
present, unless it be to enlarge the powers of the County Su- 
perintendent and make him not only Secretary of the Board, 
but a member thereof. 
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I would simply say that I am fully in accord with anything 
that looks to the betterment of our public school system. 

Yours respectfully, 

" C. F. Kemp, 

County Supt. 



NASSAU COUNTY. 

FERXA.XDINA, FLORIDA. 

Hon, W, y, Sheats^ Tallahassee^ Fla,: 

Dear Sir — Replying to your request in reference to the 
operation of the school system in Nassau county for years 1895- 
1896, 1 would say that we have been under some disadvantage 
during the past year owing to the storm, the disastrous effects 
of which prevented the carrying into effect some contemplated 
improvements. 

BUILDINGS. 

I am pleased to report that during that time we have been 
compelled to build fourteen school-houses, twelve for whites 
and two for colored. They are good warm buildings, ceiled 
throughout, well ventilated and furnished; aggregate value, 
about $4,000. The attendance has increased very materially 
and I am pleased to say the parents are taking more active 
interest in school matters. 

UNIFORM EXAMINATldNS. 

The uniform examination as required was at first considered 
unfair and entailing great hardships. This was owing to the 
unprepared condition of applicants, the result was, that when 
first put in operation, there were eighty Third class certificates 
issued. It is now, however, recognized as an absolute neces- 
sity and the good results are shown by the fact that at subse- 
quent examinations the applicants had prepared themselves 
and obtained higher grade certificates, so that there are now 
but five Third grade certificates used in the county, one white 
and four colored. 

teachers' institutes — LIBRARY NEEDED. 

Teachers' meetings were held at Fernandina, but were 
purely of a local nature. Mr. Bennett, the Principal of school 
No. 1, reports them very beneficial and recommends that they 
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be general, as he very aptly says, they will do more toward 
improvement in "Theory and Practice" of teaching than any 
other method employed. 

I regret very much that this county does not possess a 
county School Library. I con^iider this one of the most 
•essential items towards a correct theory of teaching. 

SUMMER SCHOOLS AND UNIFORM TEXT. BOOKS. 

Summer schools have proven themselves decidedly beneficial 
in this county, especially in the absence of an Institute. Re- 
ferring to uniform Text Books, in the rural districts, those 
adopted by the Board are in general use. The Board recog- 
nizes however that the more advanced books should be used, 
«ome of which have been adopted by the graded schools with 
.marked beneficial results. It is to be hoped that in the near 
future this county at least will own all books used in public 
:8chools. Should this state of affairs occur, I predict zn in- 
<5rease of at least twenty-five per cent, of present attendance. 
There are in my estimation that many who are unable to 
purchase necessary books to take advantage of opportunities 
•offered. 

LITERARY SOCIETIES. 

Referring to Literary Societies, I do not wish to be placed 

on record as opposing the same, but my observation of 

-an attempt at the operation of one in this county convinces 

me that it consumes too much of students' time that should be 

•devoted to daily studies. 

KINDERGARTEN CLASS. 

A Kindergarten- class was introduced at Fernandina white 
school. This at first did not find much favor, but the effect 
was soon noticed. This was abandoned last term owing to 
lack of funds to properly equip the class. Some of the 
patrons now demand this to be added, and my successor in- 
forms me that th s will be encouraged in every way. I would 
recommend this be adopted wherever possible. 

WARRANTS DISCOUNTED — CHANGE IN TAX SYSTEM SUGGESTED. 

One of the needed reforms, which no doubt has suggested 
itself to you as well as to all County Superintendents, is the 
earlier collection of taxes. School year commences July 1st, 
the taxes for that year are not collected until the following 
June. This leaves counties practically without funds until 
schools are closed, in the meantime school warrants for teach- 
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ing, etc., have been issued and holders are either obliged to suf- 
fer heavy discount or the county is compelled to borrow at heavy 
interest. Remedy for this would be that the Legislature direct 
that the time for giving in retu^'ns of taxes be limited to 
March 30th. This would permit assessors to complete rolls 
earlier and taxes could be collected within the same year for 
which assessed. It is hoped that this or some other remedy 
will be applied. 

Respectfully submitted, 

H. L. Mattair, 
Supt. Public Instruction, Nassau County, Fla. 



ORANGE COUNTY. 

lion, W, N. ^heats^ Tallahassee^ Fla,: 

PROGRESS OF EDUCATION. 

Dear Sir — Replying to your request for a statement re- 
ferring to our public schools, I am happy to say, that through 
the strong assistance of our Board of Public Instruction, the 
teachers and people, we have made fine progress in education 
in Orange County. 

EFFECT OF UNIFORM EXAMINATIONS. 

Since the adyent of your new law greater time has perhaps- 
been given to study, preparation for expected calls upon mem- 
ory. Concentration of thought upon all topics coming under 
the law for examinations, a condensation, if you please, of 
subjects in use daily in our common schools. 

While a few have been worried, the masses, as may be seen* 
by the greater number passing in the upper grades — have 
found the work comparatively easy, where the questions come 
within the limit of use in the common school system, there has 
been little objection, all interest in a general sense is growing 
and the schools prospering. 

COMPARATIVE STATE OF FLORIDA SCHOOLS. 

As this month closes my connection as an officer for the 
past eighteen years, with Florida's great system of education,. 
I take pleasure in stating that perhaps no state has made 
greater progress. While we have had the will-power, energy^ 
the brain, we have greatly lacked in finances to cope with, 
noi theiu states in buildings and aids to teachers an4 pupils^ 
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I do not mention this complain ingly, but we might have more* 
than equaled the North had we a reserve fund as most of then* 
have. But, Mr. Superintendent, we are on the upward grade- 
and other states will have to'infuse more progress into their* 
systems or we, the Peninsular State, the extreme soiith, wilt 
occupy the topmost round in the educational ladder, 

EXTENDS THANKS. ^ 

Allow me to thank one and all for their courtesy in the pasty, 
wishing all continued progress, and that Florida may goon be- 
a great leader. I am, sincerely yours, 

J. T. Beeks, 
County Superintendents 



OSCEOLA COUNTY, 

KISSIMMEE, FLA. 

Hon, Wm, JV. Sheats^ State Superintendent Public Tustruc-^ 
tion : ^ 

Dear Sir — Notwithstanding the fact of a non-increas- 
ing population in this county for the past two years, I have to- 
report a large enrollment and a large average attendance ii> 
the schools of the county for the year 1896, and also for 1894- 
95. I do not attribute this improvement solely ta any one- 
cause — several have aided in its creation. 

success of system, on what dependent. 

The success of our public school system depends mainly 
(nay almost entirely) upon the teachers and patrons, or parents- 
and guardians. Given true teachers and educationally alive 
and earnestly co-operative patrons and our system or any sys- 
tem cannot but be a grand success. Recognizing this fact, I 
have striven to come into close and frequent contact with botb 
teachers and patrons, endeavoring to awaken a due concern 
for their children's highest well being in the minds of the pat- 
rons. By repeated visitation of the schools and talks with 
the children and teachers I have sought to enthuse both with att 
ambition to achieve best results. 

HIGH SCHOOL SUPPLIES TEACHERS. 

Another cause for the advance experienced is the improve- 
ment noticeable in our staff of teachers. The relation of 
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our present staff of teachers employed in the district, 
or out of town schools, to the pioneer teachers of this 
frontier county of only ten years ago, is one not of compari- 
son, but of contrast. Many of our present teachers have been 
educated and trained in our County High School, this fact 
together with the stricter and juster examination received by 
our teachers at the Summer Normal Schools held in Kissim- 
mee in 18915, explain the improved status of our teaching 
force. 

BENEFITS OF FREE TEXT-BOOKS. 

The chief cause, however, of the gains mentioned, and also 
of the better work, that I am convinced is being done this 
year, is the fact that at the commencement of the present 
term were introducing the system of free text-books for the 
primary and grammar schools of the county. This I know 
positively has brought into the school and kept therein many 
children whose parents were either too poor or too indifferent 
to purchase the necessary text-books, and too proud to accept 
them as a gift, feeling that this would be to pauperize them- 
selves and children. This feeling I can easily understand and 
sympathize with. I am persuaded also that a gain of at least 
25 per cent, will be made this term, over previous ones in 
many of our schools, in the quality and quantity of the work 
done. I dare venture the statement that in 50 per cent, of 
the schools of this State, outside of the towns, 
the work being done is discounted 25 per cent, at 
least for the want of a sufficiency of proper t«xt- books. It is, 
I am sure, a "penny wise and pound foolish policy" to attempt 
to economize in our public school system bj* not supplying the 
text-books with the teachers. In all country districts where 
the patrons themselves lack education, it is almost as necessary 
to provide the one as the other. 

NEW SCHOOLS. 

Five new schools have been established, and several others 
resuscitated since 1894. 

The County High School, located at Kissimmee, continues 
its useful career and has improved upon its past successful 
work. It is still, as it has ever been, the pride of the town and 
county. 

TO WHOM SUCCESS ATTRIBUTABLE. 

Whatever small measure of sucCv.^ss indicitid above 
may be in any sense attributable to my e.iorts during my offi- 
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cial term, now about to expire, it is only just and proper to 
say, is largely due to the liberal and enlightened policy 
of the Board of Public Instruction, and especially of its chair- 
man. 

Respectfully submitted, 

F. FaRNS WORTH, 

Supt. Osceola county. 



PASCO COUNTY. 

JHon. W, iV. Sheats^ State Superintendent Public Instruc- 
tion^ Tallahassee^ Fla,: 

Dear Sir — In compliance with your request for a short re- 
port of the condition of the school system m this county dur- 
ing my administration, I have the honor to submit herewith 
the following brief statement. 

CONDITION OF COUNTY SCHOOLS IN 1889. 

When I took charge in January 1889, the reports on file for 
the year previous 8h6w an enrollment of 1028 pupils, thirty- 
height teachers. Property valued at $4,000. The county had 
been in existence but a year and a half and my predecessor, 
Capt. A. H. Ravieses, had organized the schools in the woods 
without money or houses. Before he retired they were under 
good headway and the plans for a graded school at Dade City 
had matured and the building was under construction. I 
found a debt of about $5,000 to be met which had grown 
out of the new order of thipgs. 

••»■• 

INCREASE IN ENROLLMENT AND NUMBER OP SCHOOLS — GRADED 

SCHOOL. 

It is with pleasure that I can state that, through the co-op- 
eration of the people, the school system of the county contin- 
ued to develop along satisfactory lines. We now have an 
actual enrollment of 1123 pupils, 48 teachers and 42 schools 
including the graded school which is in a flourishing condition 
and has, happily been a success from the day it opened, and 
bas been an educational center from which well equipped 
teachers have gone out into the common schools and devel- 
oped them to a higher degree of proficiency. During the 
earlier days of my term a home grown teacher was a rarity 
and the "imported" teacher the natural order of affairs, today 
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the condition of things is reversed and three-fourths of olir 
teacliers are our own boys and girls who are the fruit i>f our 
public schools in the last six years. 

SCUOOL TERM — SUB-DISTRICT — SCHOOL PROPERTY. 

The length of our school term is five months which is sup- 
plemented from one to three months, in about twenty-five 
school districts, by the special tax levied by the districts. 

The value of our school property is $14,000 in round 
numbers. Our warrants, which bear interest from the date of 
presentment, are taken at par at the bank. 

UNIFORM EXAMINATION OF TEACHERS. 

The greatest drawback I found to the success of the school 
system during my first term was the awful lack of educational 
qualification on the part of many teachers. After the enact- 
ment of the new educational law, the provisions of which have 
been carried out to the letter in this county, the teachers took 
on a new growth and their efliciency has been nearly doubled, 
many of these teachers who most bitterly denounced the law 
at first are now its warmest supporters. 

AMENDMENTS SUGGESTED. 

1. I would suggest that the law should be so extended in 
its operations that all school officers will be brought under' its 
provisions, for since these oflScers are to supervise education 
and means and instruments they should be sufficiently well 
versed in the acquirements and requirements upon which they 
are to pass as will enable them to judge intelligently. Since 
"as is the school master so is the scnool," is an accepted con- 
clusion, the same conclusion may be accepted with regard to 
school officers. 

2. Another sugs^estion I beg to make is, that the school 
law be so amended as to abolish the present special tax 
system on account of its cumbersomeness and other reasons, 
and in its stead a law be enacted, bv constitutional amendment 
if necessary, authorizing the Board of Public Instruction on 
a petition of two-thirds of the school districts in a county, to 
assess a special tax of not more than three mills to be propor- 
tioned and applied in the school districts by the board, for the 
purposes specified in petitions, whether for extending the 
school terms or building and furnishing. 

In conclusion I extend you my hand in encouragement for 
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your zeal in the school work, and assure you that your efforts- 
have borne good fruits and will yet produce greater results. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant. 

RoBT. M. Ray, 
County Superintendent Schpols, Pasco County. 



POLK COUNTY. 

BARTOW, FLORIDA. 

Hon, Wm. iV. jSheats, Tallahassee, Fla, : 

Dear Sir — The schools of Polk county, while not all we* 
would desire, are in a more prosperous condition than ever 
before in the history of the county. 

There is greater interest manifested by the patrons as is 
shown by increased and more regular attendance of pupils. 

NEW BUILDINGS AND FURNITURE. 

During the last two years the School Board with the assist- 
ance of the patrons, have erected twenty-two new school 
buildings, all of which are comfortably furnished. Patent 
desks have been placed in ten schools, patrons in all cases- 
assisting the Board in buying the desks and other supplies. 

We think that when the patrons help build and equip their 
school-house they appreciate it more highly and take better 
care of it. 

WORK OF UNIFORM EXAMINATIONS. 

The uniform examination law has done a great deal toward 
elevating the teaching profession. It has put teachers to 
work as they never worked before. It has driven out to a 
great extent incompetent teachers who sap the life out of the 
profession. All live teachers of this county heartily approve 
of the uniform examination law. I would like to see a limit 
to the life of a Third Grade certificate. 

UNIFORM COURSE OF STUDY. 

We have placed in the hands of the teachers a Uniform»i 
Course of Study with manual of instruction to the teachers.. 
This has done a great deal toward unifying the work in the 
schools and bringing about an educational system in the county.. 
The teachers are required to familiarize themselves with its. 
contents and adhere strictly to the Course of Study. 



300 

COUNTY teachers' ASSOCIATION. 

We organized in 1893 "The Polk County Teachers' Asso- 
•ciation," and have held meetings about once each month during 
•school term ever since, greatly to the benefit of the teachers 
and the schools. 

teachers' reading circle. 

We have organized in connection with the Teachers' Asso- 
ciation a Teachers' Reading Circle. The books adopted for 
the ye^r 1897 are, Quick's "Educational Reformers," Parker's 
-"Talks on Teaching," Rousseau's "Emile." 

The teachers are taking hold of the reading course enthu- 
siastically and we expect good results from it. 

PUPILS reading circle. 

We have also a Pupils' Reading Circle, but as yet but few 
are enrolled and little has been accomplished owing princi- 
pally to the lack of books and the inability of the patrons to 
'buy thera. 

A LIBRARY IN EACH SCHOOL. 

We hope to establish a library in each school during this 
year and have it filled with choice books for each grade, and 
in this way perfect the Pupils Reading Circle. We need 
more supplementary reading. School Boards should encour- 
age ihe establishment of school libraries by offering to help 
.such schools as desire them. 

SUB- district SCHOOLS. 

We have six School Sub- districts already established in 
■which are levied a special tax of three mills for extending the 
term, repairing buildings, etc. 

TEACHERS PAID CASH. 

We p ay our teachers in cash each month. If we have no 
the money on hand we borrow it. 

Upon the whole our schools are on the up grade. 

NEED OF NORMAL SCHOOL. 

We feel the need of a good Normal School in the southern 
part of -the State. 

Respectfullv, 

J. L. HOLLINGSWORTH, 

County Superintendent. 
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PUTNAM COUNTY. 

PALATKA, FLOKIDA. 

lion, W, N, Sheats^ State Superinteiideut Public Instruc- 
tion^ Tallahassee^ Fla. : . 

Dear Sir — I herewith submit a summary report of some- 
of the leading educational movements in Putnam county for 
the past scholastic years from July 1, 1894, to July 1, 1896. 

NEED OF NEW BUILDINGS. 

One among some others of the desired objects of our 
county after July, 1894, was to build new school houses, re- 
pair old ones, and equip them all with better paraphernalia. 
We have been unable to do this by reason of having our 
chief spurce of wealth-production cut off. In this, however y. 
we have not been totally discouraged, for in my addresses to 
teachers and pupils when visiting schools and in my official 
intercourse with the patrons of this county, I have advised 
them to make obstacles stepping stones to success, and thus, 
being deflied those greater privileges, we must labor 
harder for results. In many cases this has been done. We- 
yet hope to be in such a financial condition as to be able to 
realize this longing desiire of our anticipation. 

IMPROVEMENT STEADY AND EVIDENT. 

The advancement of our educational work has been slow 
and upward. We know improvement is being made allj 
along the line. We kno;v the methods adopted under our 
present system are reaching the child's mind, and giving it 
wider range and activity. We see this demonstrated at 
almost every school we visit. A child that has entered 
school during the four years of my supervision and been 
trained under the new regime, responds freer and more in- 
telligently — so far as his studies have taken him — to any 
question put to him, and with that satisfied air of knowing 
be is right, than many older ones who have been stumbling 
in a hap-hazard way over these things for many years. I 
have frequently called the teacher's attention to these things, 
and we have been unable to attribute it to anv other cause 
than to the higher afad more modern methods of instruction. 
Observing the strict letter of the new laws, we have not- 
always been able to provide all of our schools with teachers,^ 
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but we have managed to give the mofc.t important ones full 
terms, and the lesser ones shorter terms when the others were 
out. 

hCKOOL EXRC LLXIEXT. 

Our general school enrollment has not increased during the 
past two years, over prior reports, owing to the removal of 
many persons to other places — seeking more lucrative fields 
^f employment. Especially has this been true of many rural 
districts — in some of which it has been hard to support a 
school at all — where a goodly number of pupils and a fair 
^veraore was once in attendance. The town and village 
schools, in many instances, have swelled in numbers, for 
there has been a tendency to remove from the remote 
countrv districts to the towns and villaores. 

COURSE OF STUDY. 

The first year of our official work we labored very hard to 
provide and issue a course of study. Some of it through 
experience we have seen fit to modify, extend and enlarge. 
In that course we set the mark high, and the percentage to 
be made on examination to advance to the higher grades, well 
up. We believe in a high standard in everything if we ex- 
pect success and advancement. We have never attempted to 
■define a teacher's duties other than to give a general outline. 
I rather like versatility in teaching, and while uniformity to a 
-certaiu extent is good, if all the work in the school-room 
was done upon the same principle some pupils, by reason of 
their natural characteristics, would get no benefit. We first 
•of all try to get such teachers as have a stock of knowledge 
to draw upon, and we expect every teacher to have a certain 
amount of tact to meet emergencies. If they do not, the 
school lags, complaints arise, and the teacher thus retires him- 
self to other shades to seek more congenial callings. 

GRADED SCHOOLS. 

We have several graded schools in this county, and this 
was one of the objects among others we chiefly desired to 
see. There is much room for improvement on this line yet. 
Palatka has her schools well graded — both white and colored. 
We have a High- School Course in the Palatka white school, 
open to every pupil in the county who can meet the test of 
examination to enter. A prepared course of four years is 
given in the higher branches, whereby a pupil is thoroughly 
qualified to enter college, or go out and obtain a high-grade 
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certificate. Much credit is due Professor 1. I. Ifinies for the 
laborious efforts he has made iti this school to bring it to its 
present high standard. 

TEACHERS PAID MOXTIILY. 

We have one thing" we can boast of in historic old Put- 
nam, among others, and that u, during the two years of 
financial depres>ion through which we have passed, the 
teacher's money was ready at the close of every month 
taught, and no warrant issued by our School Board had ever 
to be discounted or was not worth its face value when pre- 
sented for payment. Our School Board is exceedingly 
zealous in the cause of education, and very successful manip- 
ulators of finances. 

SUGGESTED LEGISLATION. 

Now a few words on legislation: 1. We think the law pro- 
viding for the electfon of members of the School Board a 
mistake. It throws the matter into politics, sometimes en- 
genders feelings of 'discontent in some localities, and will 
often put a member on some School Boards regardless of 
color or nationality as a reward of some political engineer- 
ing, it would be better for school interests not to have these. 

WHO SHOULD MAKE THE SCHOOL LEVY. 

2. The changing of the law so as to give Boards of County 
Commissioners authority in fixing millage is not right, and 
this county has once been made to feel its effects. If School 
Boards know their business, and it is presumed a majority of 
them do, they better understand a county's needs in the 
school line, than those who give it no attention or study. 
The law fixes the minimum millage at three and the maxi- 
mum at five mills on the dollar, and within these limits every 
School Board should have unabridged privilege to ask, de- 
mand and expect on county assessments. 

LIMIT TO THIKD-GRADE CERTIFICATES. 

3. Giving a teacher permission to hold more than one 
third-grade certificate has been a check upon our school ad- 
vancement, as many teachers — naturally so constituted and 
can't help it — will never aspire to anything higher when the 
same grade will meet the demands of the law. 

PERFECT THE SUB-DISTRICT LAW. 

4. We think so much of the red-tape formula now laid 
down in the present law, whereby towns or localities can in- 
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corporate themselves into school sub-districts, to increase 
their school facilities and privileges, ought to be removed; 
a shorter, plainer, less complicated law enacted, so as to |be 
easily adopted by every school district of the State. 

MANUAL TRAINING DEPARTMENT. 

5. I look forward to the day not far distant, when a manual 
training department will be attached to every school of im- 
portance, for we are educating boys and girls and turning 
them out helpless upon the world to become culprits. They 
learn to look upon physical labor as degrading, and resort to 
every crime in • the decalogue to escape it. 

COMPULSORY EDUCATION. 

6. And lastly, I come to the crowning point of school 
legislation — compulsory education. In Putnam county I find 
the greatest hinderance to the advancement of our educa- 
tional work to be the parents. A thousand and one petty 
matters with parents are sufficient cause to keep their chil- 
dren from school. To keep a pupil from school on trivial 
things, trains him to think there are more important demands 
on him than obtaining an education. It blunts his percep- 
tion, destroys his interest or enthusiasm at such time, too, 
as the teacher by earnest labor has aroused him to his duty, 
and oftiraes, sad to say, the teacher's energies being thu& 
destroyed, he looks upon the task as a hopeless one, and 
never renews it on the same subject again. The State may 
not be ripe for compulsory education, but it is as sure to 
come as that we move forward in this great educational 
work. 

Respectfully yours, 

Thos. W. Ralph, 
County Superintendent.. 



ST. JOHNS COUNTY. 

ST. AUGUSTINE, FLA. 

Hon, ^V, N, Sheats^ Tallahassee^ Florida: 

Dear Sir — I beg leave to submit the following brief state^ 
ment : 

BUILDINGS AND APPARATUS — HIGH SCHOOL. 

During the past two years my official acts have been along: 
the same lines as formerly. 
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It has been one of the leading aims of the County School 
Board to erect suitable school buildings and to provide them, 
as far as possible, with such apparatus as would render teach- 
ing effective. 

In your last bi-ennial report you recognized only one High 
School m the State. Our county now has a High School with 
a good course of study and qualified teachers. 

EXAMINATION LAW. 

The Uniform Examination Law has done a great deal to- 
w^ard building up our school system. 

The names of members of Grading Committees should be 
kept secret as the law provides. 

SCHOOL TAX. 

The people of this county would gladly pay more school 
tax, but our Board of County Commissioners believe in small 
assessments. Do they ever think of the public schools? They 
certainly should give the schools attention since they are the 
power to regulate the amount of money expended for educsi- 
tional purposes. Our improvements are limited to the value 
of money levied. 

I am out officially, yet with you in the cause. 

H. F. Sabate, 

County Supt. 



. SANTA ROSA COUNTY. 



MILTON, FLA. 



Hon, W, N, fS/teats^ State Sf(perlntendent of Public Instruc- 
tion : 

Dear Sir — It affords me pleasure to report a general im- 
provement in school affairs of Santa Rosa county since, the 
issuance of your last bi-ennial report. 

LOTS AND NEW BUILDINGS. 

Many lots or sites for educational purposes have been gen- 
erously donated, and some new and comfortable buildings 
erected. This was accomplished by appeals (circular letters) 
to Supervisors and by the Superintendent meeting and talking 
to patrons. 

20 



In a few more years I hope to have a well equipped school 
liouse in every district in the county. 

CAUSES OF IMPROVEMENT IX TEACHIXG FORCE. 

I am happy to rej)6rt, too, a very marked improvement in 
i«aching force — teachers who are ambitious are acquiring profes- 
sional libraries and keeping in close touch with educational 
progress. This is due to many causes : the "New School 
Jjaw," the greatest and richest inheritance the children of 
Florida ever received and thr, enforcement of this law; the 
regulation of the County School Board paying Third Grade Cer- 
tificate holders, who are strictly third grade teachers, not 
more than twenty (^"iO) dollars per month ; the prompt pay- 
ment, in cash, of teachers each month; the rejection from the ex- 
amination room of immoral would-be-teachers; and by not as- 
signing to schools teachers (?) who have proved to be unde- 
.sirable or incapacitated for school work. 

TEACHERS IJOARDED FREE. 

With few exceptions all districts cheerfully provide homes 
free of cost for teachers, and just here I will add that the 
greater part of tiie expenses of new buildings was borne by 
interested fathers and mothers. In one instance the mothers, 
you might say, were the architects, God bless the women — 
our true Southern women — for of them are my best teachers, 
and I am seriously thinking of getting several appointed as 
Supervisors. 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AND HOW TO IMPROVE IT. 

While the enrollment and averajye attendance is not as ecood 
as I desire, yet it compares favorably with that of other coun- 
ties, and is growing. 

To accomplish this result, and secure good attendance, we 
must in many cases educate the parents, and in all cases have 
attractive teachers as well as attractive school houses and 
premises. 

A tender child should no more be permitted to receive in- 
struction from a blear-eyed, loathsome, or deformed teacher, 
than to sit day after day with its little limbs hanging from a 
high bench in an old bat-roost school house. 

OLD DEIJT PAID. 

During the past two scholastic years we have paid the last 
<^iit of an old debt incurred more than four years ago. 
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lu 1895-6 the sclioul term was extended from four (4) 
months to five (5) months, and a five months term will be 
taught this year, 189(5-97. 

SCANT SCHOOL FIND PLENTY OF MONEY FOR LESS AYOKTHY 

rUKJ»OSES. 

Our greatest need is school funds— we can not operate 
schools unless we have money. 

Some of our law makers show by their actions that they 
believe four months tuition a vear will make statesmen and 
mothers of statesmen. 

The State Militia get all they can spend for arms, equip- 
ments and encampments. Nearly every county boasts of a 
jail costhig from >^ 10,000 to 880,000, and yet many towns 
that are count v sites, cannot vote a Sub-District and levy 
$1,000 for a High School l)uildin,cr. 

Are the military displays and the criminals of more impor- 
tance to us than our children and the future prosperity of our 
<;ountrv ? 

S( HOOL FUND KOIJHED. 

The line and f(»rfeiture fund has been taken from us, and 
now a demand is made upon us by County Commissioners to 
pay the Assessor and Collector of Revenue their commissions 
(on county J^chool tax) from our meager school fund. We will 
not pay this unlawful claim unless forced to do so by the Su- 
preme Court. 

God grant a reformation along this line. May the people of 
Florida awake and realize that thev owe their children a debt, 
and pay it. 

THREE MILL STATE TAX. 

Give us a three mill State tax for educational purposes, a 
compulsory school law, and the apportionment of the school 
funds between the races according to equity and justice. 

Very truly yours, 

E. L. McDantel, 
Supt. Public Instruction. 
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SUWANNEE COUNTY. 

LIVE OAK, FLORIDA. 

lion, W, N, Sheats^ State Supt. of Public Instructioriy 
Tallahassee^ Fla,: 

Dear Sir — The schools of Suwannee county are in a decid- 
edly better condition now than at any previous period. We 
have' employed more high grade teachers and paid them better 
salaries for the vears 1895 and 1896 than atanv other time. 

KVIDEXCES OF IMPROVEMENT. 

We have established nine new schools in the past two years, 
and the enrollment and daily average attendance have in- 
creased, at least, 10 per cent. The patrons have taken more 
interest and have co-operated with the Superintendent and 
J^oard more than ever before. 

UNIFORM EXAMINATION LAW. 

The Uniform Examination Law meets with the hearty 
ap})roval of almost every one. It has certainly given us better 
teachers. The teacher appreciates a certificate more after 
having received it under the present law, because a very rigid 
examination makes him hustle for it. 

EflJicient teachers are in great demand in our county, which 
has largely been supplied, but yet there is room at the top. 
The best teachers get the most work and the biggest pay. 

HIGH SCHOOL SUB-DISTRICT TAX. 

We have two school Sub-Districts in the county which levy 
a three mill special tax. They are the Live Oak and Wellborn. 

The tax of the Live Oak district is paid to the Suwannee 
High School, and amounts to $1,000 yearly. This school is 
open eight months in the year and is free to any child of 
school age in the county. The school has been in the hands 
of a most efficient corps of teachers for the past two terms,, 
and it is no idle boast to say this school is one of the very best 
of its kind, and is a great factor in building up an educational 
interest on the part of the people of our county. 

AVHAT PROUD OF. 

Upon the whole, in conclusion, we beg to say that we are 
proud of our schools, our school, law as it relates to examinatioDS^ 
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:and our State school administrative officer. We feel that 
our State and county are fortunate in having good schools 
anrt in sufficient numbers to enable every child to attend 
43chool four months each year. 

Respectfully, 

B. F. Umstead. 
County Superintendent. 



WAKULLA COUNTY. 

Son, W, N', Sheats, State Superintendent^ Tallahassee^ Fla,: 
My Dear Sir — I beg leave to submit the following report: 

IMPROVEMENT THE ORDER. 

I am glad to report a remarkable improvement in the con- 
dition of public schools of Wakulla county this year. Our 
teachers are settling down to teaching as a profession. Our 
<50unty is out of debt. We have placed our finances on a sound 
basis, and pay as we go. Our school houses, furnishings and 
equipments are not what they ought to be, and we have turned 
our attention to bettering them by furnishing lots and build- 
ing good and comfortable houses on them. 

DISSENSION AMONG PATRONS. 

I note as a bad feature dissension among patrons as to teach- 
ers and location of school buildings, that I think could be mit- 
igated by firmness on the part of School Boards. 

We have a very good teaching force at present. Attend- 
-ance about as good as usual. 

I am advocating the necessity of good school buildings, 
-equipped with better furniture and apparatus than we have at 
present. 

WHY HE WORKS FOR A HIGH SCHOOL. 

f 

I am also working for a High School to be established in 
our county, where advanced pupils may be trained for the pur- 
pose of teaching. 

I would be pleased to have a full corps of teachers in our 
•county. Teachers who would live in our midst, edu- 
cated in the county, and who would take an interest in ele- 
vating the educational status of Wakulla county. 
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SATISFIED WITH SrIIOOL LAW. 



I see no necessity for further legislation, I think that the 
present school law, as it is, is the best I have ever seen, and I 
don't Fee how it could be bettered. We as a people are satis- 
fied with the present school law. Though some are i nclined to 
grumble because some pet have failed in examination, but it 
does not amount to much. I favor uniform examinations, be- 
cause it is the best way to uniformly elevate the standard of 
teaching. 

If County Superintendents had to get out questions for ex- 
aminations as formerly, some would be done, some half done^ 
some not done at all, hence would never get out of old riits. 

Most respectfully, 

S. M. Revell, 
County Superintendent. 



WALTON COUNTY. 

Akgyle, Fla., Jan. 1st, 1897. 
Ilo/t. W. y^, JSheats^ Super uitendent Education : 

Dear Sir — It gratifies me to be able to report progress, on 
the whole, in educational matters in this county. 

UNIFORM EXAMINATIONS. 

The law providing for uniform teachers' examinations has: 
greatly improved the character of the teaching in our public 
schools. The gain in this direction is immense. Living near 
the State line, I have opportunity, by comparison, to learn 
something of the excellence of our system. In more than one 
instance, \\ithin my knowledge, applicants failing to obtain, 
the lowest grade of certificate in this county have straight- 
way crossed the line and got certificates of high grade. Much, 
credit, for the increased efiiciency of our teachers, is due to 
our faithful, courageous and conscientious Grading Commit- 
tees, upon whom rests in large measure the responsibilty. fpr 
elevating the standard of education of our public schools. 

SCHOOL BUILDINGS. 

There has been some improvements in the matter of school' 
buildings, particularly as to arrangements for lighting and 
heating. Candor impels the statement, however, that the,. 



needs in this direction are still very great. Many of onr 
buildings are such as to endanger the lives of the pupils by 
draughts, and their sight by deHciency of light. Our school 
funds are insufficient to bear the expense of school architecture,, 
and many of our patrons seem not to appreciate its im- 
portance, 

teachers' association. 

I note, as both indicative and promotive of progress, the 
organization of a ''Teachers' Association" with headquarters^ 
at DeFuniak Springs, that is watchful to discover defects in 
our system and thoughtful to suggest remedies. 

The teaching in our schools is less than formerly a mere- 
cramming of the mind with facts, and there is more elucidar 
tion of underlying principles. 

LOW AVERAGE ATTENDANCE. 

This report will be very misleading if I failed to note cer- 
tain unfavorable features. . Along with the improved character 
of the teaching already emphasized, it is lamentable that the 
average attendance in many schools is very low. In some 
cases sickness and the poverty of patrons necessitating the 
services of their children at home, may explain this meager 
attendance. But, it is to be feared, the want of deep interest 
on the part of parents in the education of their children, and a. 
failure to exert parental authority to overcome the reluctance 
of children will account for most of it. 

FAILURE OF SCHOOL BOARD TO EXERCISE ITS AUTHORITY. 

The insistence of parents on the privilege of selecting- 
teachers, and the extreme reluctance of the School Board to 
contravene their will, has resulted in some grievous "misfits." 
Inasmuch as the State assumes the burden of expense for the 
schools the law vests in the School Board, representing the 
State, the right to name the teachers. In making assignments 
it is well indeed for the Board to give consideration to the 
wishes of patrons. But there are other considerations besides^ 
acceptability, and a firm, but judicous, use of the legal power 
of the Board in the premises would, I think, improve the 
prospect. 

The improved character of the teaching is the strong pointy 
the average attendance, in many of the schools, at least, is a 
weak one. I have had it in mind, bv means of the local 
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press, or by meetings of patrons^ or both, to endeavor to im- 
prove the attendance. 

Respectfully, 

R. Q. Barer, 
County Superintendent Walton County. 



WASHINGTON COUNTY. 

Hon, W. N'. Sheats, Tallahassee, Fla,: 

Dear Sir — In reply to your request to furnish you with a 
report as to the condition of the schools of Washington county, 
I have the honor to state that they are in better condition this 
year than ever; and 1 am glad to report that every year more 
interest in the school work is manifested by patrons, children 
and teachers and that a constant demand for longer terms and 
for better school facilities is made. 

SUB-DISTRICTS CONTEMPLATED. 

Several of our school districts are endeavoring to create 
special school districts for the purpose of building and ex- 
tending school terms. 

TEACHERS READING. 

The number of teachers reading school journals and other 
matter pertaining to educational work has more than doubled 
in the past year. 

I am glad to report, also, that patrons are beginning to look 
well into the reading matter which goes into their homes.^ 
This is an important item and has our attention while circu- 
lating among our people. ^ 

CHANGES SUGGESTED IN THE LAWS. 

1. As 10 suggestions, I think that the law regulating the a 
sessment and collection of taxes should be so revised as to gi 
relief to teachers, who as a rule pay .heavy discounts, and, l^ 
sides, work for small salaries. 

2. I would also suggest that the section of school law ere 
ing sub-districts for high school purposes be made applica 
to the whole county where any county may see fit to estabL 
one or more high schools for the benefit of the entire cou 
This plan, we think, would enable the poorer counties to h 
at least one or two Ilicjh Schools, whereas the sub- district L 
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as it now exists will not furnish the required funds necessary 
for effectual work, though the full three mills be assessed. 

EFFECT OP ENFORCEMENT OF SCHOOL LA.W. 

I am glad also to state that a rigid enforcement of the school 
law has brought about much reform in the work of every one 
connected with the educational affairs of our county in the 
past two years although one of the backward counties. We 
will have taught this year about seventy-two schools with an 
enrollment of 2,500 pupils. 

INCREASE IN NEW BUILDINGS. 

We have added considerably to the number of school build- 
ings owned by the School Board, at least twenty new build- 
ings in the past two years. 

Yours most respectfully, 

W. C. LOCKEY, 

Supt. Pub. Inst. Washington County. 
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PART VI 



STATISTICAL TABLES FOR THE SCHOOL 
YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, J 895. 

Sorae really important facts are not presented in the follow- 
ing Tables, because the reports of a few County Superin- 
tendents were defective, some seeming not to realize the 
necessity of answering every question asked in the blanks 
sent them. 

Any fact reported from only a part of the counties can be 
of little general interest, since the prime object of this report 
is to present truthfully the status of the whole State on the 
items on which information is sought to be given. 

Some of the items omitted on this account are as follows : 
Average age of pupils ; Average age of teachers, both as ta 
natural and professional life ; Number of Visits made by 
County Superintendents; The number pupils attending 
school out of home county ; the number of non-residents of 
the State ; The number attending school under 6 and over 21 
years of age, and many other items that might be mentioned. 

Average number of days schooling given to each child of 
school age; average amount of school fund raised for each 
youth of school age; average amount expended per capita of 
the population, per male adult ; the percentages ot funds raised 
from the different* sources in each county, at least, from State, 
county and district taxes; the percentages of the fund ex- 
pended for teachers, supervision, sites, buildings, furniture, 
and for other purposes; and many other facts might have been 
developed, but it v/as deemed imadvisable to bewilder the or- 
dinary investigator with such an array of figures, the student 
of statistics can easily ascertain for himself such information 
from the data already presented. 

The kind of houses and values of school property are prop- 
erly left out of the Tables for this year, as it was deemed 
sufficient to report these facts once in two years; they will 
be found in the Tables of 1895-96, following the Tables of 
this year. 
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The facts presented in these Tables are not always absolutely 
correct, but as nearljr so as could be made from the data 
furnished by County Superintendents, when one of these was an 
indifferent or careless statistician to the same extent is exact- 
ness in the Tables affected thereby. Table XIII will, doubt- 
less, surprise even some of the reporters themselves when 
they see the net cash in hand or the real indebtedness of the 
School Board. The reported balances had to be varied at times 
to correspond with other statements in the County Superin- 
tendents' reports. 

These tables, as imprfect as they are, have cost an endless 
amount of labor, and it is hoped that the facts presented will 
in some way stimulate a sufficient number to greater educa- 
tional effort to compensate for the work expended upon 
them. 

And it is further hoped, that the time will soon arrive in 
the great progress the State is making in educational lines 
when the various items in the County Superintendents' re- 
ports will, at least, be footed correctly, and the same facts 
stated in dift'erent parts of the reports will agree with each 
other. The prevalence of the latter defect in the reports 
has caused the compiler of these statitics a world of annoy- 
ance, and given rise to many unchristian thoughts and ex- 
pressions. 

With these hints as to the character and cost of these 
Tables, they are now presented with the hope that much good 
will result from scrutinizing them. 
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^^;^^HOWlNG NUMBKR OF ScHOOIJ^, SCHOOL POPULATION 
^^KOLLMKNT FOR SCHOOL YkaH ENDING JUNE 30, 1895. 



No. of Schools. i'School Pop . Cen. '92. 
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800 
2,468 
2.521 



3,874; 

963^ 

2.472 

874 

702 

701 
1 276 
2,149| 

182 
2.361; 
3.5621 
3.569: 

593 
1,613 
1,866 

5531 
3.788J 
1.737 
2,830 
1,280 
1,282 
1 .936 

438 

941 
1,518 

312 
2,292 
1.111 
3.175 
4,122 
1,458 
2.698 

878 
1.287 
2,759 
2,062 
1.530 
2,333 
1.344 
2,102 

925 
1,692 

485 
2.148 
1,946 



5,790i 
2621 
590; 
147 
290 
142| 
379 

2,017 

21; 

81!; 
5.935 
2,315 
361 
3,574; 
1,078: 
269 
796': 
73 
3,924 
5,206; 
43,; 
522! 
20 

9.060: 

879 : 
258;, 
3,330 

4.5081; 

1,753; 

1.556; 

1,045 
130! 
52 
314 

1,369 
667 
872 
551 

2,029. 
183 
746 
315 
32(' 
575 



5,665 
1.009, 
2,229 
1,048, 

541 1 

723 
1.231 
3,159 

296 
1,827 I 
5,2141 
4.256 

698 
2.813; 
1.630; 

785 i 
3,873' 
1,491 ! 
4.8251 
2,650; 

678; 
2.033 

315, 
3.675 
1,853 

438 
3,482 
1,010 
5,291 
1,882; 
2,020| 
2,886' 

829i 
1,106; 
2,8251 
2,479i 
1,417 
2,310 
1,420 
3.290 

723 
2.094 

892 
1.885 
2.123 



2 695 

827 
1,988 

820,' 

448, 

585' 
l,C01j 
1,834; 

236 
1,771 
2.609^ 
2,682 

445 
1,224 
1,315 

530 
3,069 
1,491 
2,307 

955 

678 
1,573 

315 

617 
1,267 

301 
1.601 

957 
2,537 
1,166 
1,081 
1,932; 

709, 
1.106; 
2.5091 
l,446j 
l,070i 
l,829i 
1,066 
1.9011 

723 
1.305 

565 
1,666 
1,704 



2,970 

18:^ 

241 

22a 
93 

13a 

230 

1,325 

60 

56 

2,605 

1,574 

253 

1,589- 

315^ 

255 

804 

2,518 
1,695- 

'460^ 

3,058 
586 
137 

1,821 

5a 
2,754 

7ia 
939 
954 
120' 

*3ia 

1,033 
347 
481 
354 

1,389 

• • • • 

739- 
327 
21» 
41 & 
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Table II.— Shcwing Enrollment by Sex and Race. 



1894-95. 

COUNTY. 



Enrollment bv Sex. 



Male*. 



Females. 



X 



I 

es 



 Per cenr. of 
■<school popu- 
Jlation (6to 21) 
"enrolled. 



si ' 






5z: 



7: 



Whole Stjie^. 47.4.>6|3l/io4 i6,2.Vi 47.46:^ 29,36 i 18.101 66 

2.747 1.377 



- :x 
76 ^'i 



AlachuH . . . 

Baker 

Bradford ... 
Brevard . . . 



CaHioun ... 

Citrus 

Clay 

Columbia... . 

Dade 

DeSoto 

Duval 

Escambia . . . 
Franklin . . . . 

Oadsden 

Hamilton. . . . 
Hernando . . . 
Hillsborough 

Holmes 

Jackson 

Jefferson 

Lafayette . . 

Lake 

Lee . . .. 

Leon 

Levy . 

Liberty 

Madison 

Manatee 

Marion 

Monroe 

Nassau 

Orange 

Osceola 

Pasco ...... 

Polk 

Putnam 

St. Johns. . .. 
Santa Rosa.. 

Sumter 

Suwannee . .. 

Taylor 

Volusia 

Wakulla 

Walton 

Washington 



508 
1,173 
507 
280 
387 
614 
1.569 
142 
972 



437 
1.062 
394 
23.J 
317 
514 
955 
113 
940 



2.533 1,298 
2 059, 1,316 



338 
1,410 

861 

409 
1,990! 

785 
2,445 
1,345 

319 
1,037 

151 
1,706 

950 

231 
1,687 

545 
2,585 

917 
1,004 
1,367 

464 

566 
l,468i 
1,260' 

703 
1,212 

690 1 

1,569;' 

393 1 

1,0771 

465 

983 

1,033! 



221 
641 
714 
282 

1,568 
785 

1,201 
461 
319 
807 
151 
315 
655 
155 
880 
520 

1,333 
584; 
556! 

921; 

3871 
566 
1,326 
749 
542 
987 
525 
979 
393 
713 
312 
868 
827 



I 1,370 

71 

111 

113 

45 

70 

100 

614 

29 

32 

1,235 

743* 

I 117' 

769 

147 

127 

422 



1,244 

881 



230 



1,391 

295 

76 

807 

25 

1,252 

338 

4481 

446 

• • • 

142 
511 
161. 

2251' 
165' 
590 



364; 
153' 

115; 

206-i 



2.918 
501. 

1.056 
541 
261 
336 
617i 

1,590 
154; 
8.)5i 

2.681 

2,197 
360 

1,403 
769 
376 

1.883 
70() 

2,380 

1,305 
359 
996 
164 

1,969 
903 
207 

1,795 
465 

2,706 
965 

1.016 

1,519 
365 
540 

1,357 

1,219 
714 

1,098 
730 

1.721 
330 

1,017 
427 
902 

1.090 



1 



318 
390 
926 
426 
213 
im 
487 
879 
123 
831 

1.311 

1.366 
224! 
583 
601 
248; 

1,501' 
706 

1,106: 
491 
359 
7661 
164 



1,<500 59 
111 82 
130 73 
115*103 

4*^ 55 

68 86 
130 74 
711 76 

31 *146 

24 
1.370- 
831 



136 
820 
168 
128 
382 




1.274 
814: 



230 



302 


; 1.667 


612 


; 291 


146 


1 61 


781 


1,0U 


437 


28 


1,204 


1,502 


582 


383 


525 


491 


1,011 


508 


322 


43 


540 


• • « • •  • 


1,183 


174 


697 


522; 


528 


186 


842 


256 


541 


189 


922 


799 


330 


• • • • f • 


642 


375 


253 


174j 


798 


104 


877 


213 



73 
54 
55 
95 

85 

82 

71 

40 

51 

83 

69 

37 1 

77; 

62 

88; 

69 

32i 

67 

77 

82 

83 

92 

72 

65 

72 

75 



86. 



81, 

X51 

58, 

811 

T2i 

66 

83| 

96) 

72! 

86 

m 



64 



• • • 

34 
67 
53 
5o 



*133 
41 



28 
74 
72 
80 
86 

91 *m 

70 75 

70 ; 52 

78; 55 

79 64 



80 90 

65 

86 



68 



78 . • • . 

80! 99 

*117*104 

72| 78: 68 
841 87' 73 



*Due to growth of population sinre census of 1892. 



- Showing Avki 



E Attend.vnce and [.esgth of Term. 



1 - 




i 


Moles. 

^ 1 


Female-. 1 




1 

i, Ijljil 



a"tciH->.Ba4i3H.Dll L-jit.uair ^U.177.11.Ul j riHt.7;U:l^.0at!i Mai ttfl" ^ 





a.a-M i,si4 


-sToio' 


9l>4 


-93-3- 


910' 


1.13810911071110 




72» .187! 


143 


803 


54 


285 


88 73 


70 80 




1.49.1 1.330' 


165 


605 


74 


685 


91' 66 


69 46 




TOT iilM) 


147 


3r.5 


73 


305 


75107 


108 103 




318 2fli( 


49 


134 


26 


133 


23 66 


66 66 




485' !!»;( 


92 


302 


45 


191 


47 i 98 


99 95 




830 6!<l 


140 


337 


6.3 


844 


84100 


100100 




2.053 l,2«l) 


70.1 


639 


a)2 


631 


443 88 


91i 84 




180 142 


38 


68 


20 


74 


18 


139 


1371140 




1.320 1.383 


38 


670 


32 


613 


16 


85 


85100 




8.340, 1.T06 


1.583 


860 


746 


897 


887 


99 


107, 90 




3,030 l.THO 


1,170 


890 


570 


870 


600 


68 


lOll 91 




4r)Ii 29T 


l.>4 


141 


80 


1J.6 


741120 


120120 




1,738, Tflrl 


9.J9 


383 


447 


886 


5ial 83 


88 78 




8U0 TOO 


190 


367 


00 


333 


lOOi 64 


70. 43 




r,ti 374 


168 


2(Kl 


89 


173 


79I 85 


89 75 




3,823 3,09U 


536 


1,086 


355 


1,010 


271113 


124; 86 




080. 080 





533 




458 


60 


80,... 




S,03.'i^ 1,428 


1,530 


731 


■■'764 


695 


76.1 87 


96 80 




l,8r>6i 644 


1,213 


3!>4 


581 


350 


631 84 


94, 78 




369| 3»9 




209 




160 


80 


80' . . . 




1,349: 1,086 


' 813 


531 


' '149 


515 


104 113 


iis'ioa 




315 21.1 




07 




118 


98 


98:..,. 




2,538 808 


2,130 


304 


  996 


194 


1.134 104 


117 101 




1,1951 805 


390 


411 


194 


394 


11)0 93 


94 88 




247 164 


83 


79 


41 


85 


43 91 


86 99 




3,551 


1,004 


1,547 


523 


773 


481 


77.') .IS 


77 37 




757 


735 


83 


381 


16 


344 


16 94! 941 94 




3,698 


1,74:1 


1,955 


877 


075 


866 


980n:2ilia'1O7 




1,144 


740 


404 


865 


193 


3T5 


212 14:. m' 163 




1.165 


563 


003 


383 


310 




292 100|10U 100 




2,136 


1,464 


663 


701 


318 


763 


344,114 


114 


114 




563 


489 


74 


3.11 


46 


238 


38 85 


86 


75 




732 


733 




863 




370 


95 


95 






1,940 


1,698 


  342 


864 


  '165 


834 


137 05 


94 


166 




1,647 


981 


666 


495 


333 


488 


344,110 


109 


J 13 




945 


697 


348 


336 


116 


371 


133139 


138143 


»a 


1,643 


1.398 


344 


682 


156 


616 


188! 77 


77 1 75 




923 


679 


343 


309 


117 


370 


1261116 


118110 


■e.. 


3,0W 


1,186 


854 


609 


392 


577 


4621 7H 


78 77 




438 


436 




337 




199 


8( 


80.,.„ 




l,4Ti: 992 


' ' 479 


493 


' '333 


499 


2561 * 


$3l 95 




5lOi 336 


174 


186 


83 


150 


Oil 7B 


75: 77 




1.108: 973 


136 


500 


70 


473 


60 80 


81 1 78 


on. 


1.319 


1.0S9 


360 


531 


115 


538 


14.^ 


18 


79 


71 



^hole St ateia, 
Llachua. ,..:. 

Sradford....j' 

Brevard i! 

CalhouD.. . 
Citru 

Clay I 

Columbia. . . 

Dade 

DeSoto ' 

Escambia. ..I 
FrBDktin. . 

nadsden.. ..: 
Hamilton.. 
Hernando . . ' 
Hillsboro'. .., 

Holmes 

Jacksoa . . . / 
JeffereOD. ...I 
Lafayette ..! 
Lake 

Levy 

Liberty. 

Madiaon ' 

Manatee. . 
Marion. . . 
Monroe . . 
N8«8au. . . 
Orange  
Osceola. . 

Polk..' 

Putnam 

St. Johns. . . 
Santa Rosa, 
Sumter 



1 1 Third | First |Seco"d i Thit^ 
■. [Qrade.Grade.JGrade.lGra^^ 

B \£ ,S \& \s Ifa I5 \ } 




™ , s; IB Primary Life CerUacate* iBflued to 

; lotalHof right aide of Tbe table will disclose oalj t-MK 
. Discrepancy due to some teacblag moce tb«Q one sobooi. 



321 



Table V. — Showing Aggregate Salaries Paid Teachers. 



Salaries Paid Teachers. 



1894-95. 

COUNTIES. 



Males. 



'J 

OS 



0; 



O 



^ ^ 

^hMe'State $482,472 oH §:]87,656 

49," 19,579 

2,748 



^^achua . . . 

oaker 

^'•adfo'rd.!! 

^revard.... 

^alhoun.... 

Sj^rus 

Splu tibia .. 
^^<ie 

§vxval 

^^^ambia . . 
j^**ankiin . . . 

^«milton 
^J^ernando .. 
jgtillsboro'.. 

^^ckson .... 
^^flferson. . . 
:^afayette . . 

^ake 

.X,ee 

X^eon 

-t-«vy 

Xjiberty .... 
^ladison... . 

^lanatee 

iMarion. 

iMonroe 

Kassau 

Orange . 

Osceola . 

Pasco 

Polk 

Putnam. . . . 

St. Johns. . 

Santa Rosa . 

Sumter i 

Suwannee.., 

Taylor | 

Volusia , , . ! 

Wakulla . . . | 

Walton ! 

Washinjct'n 

21 



1/ • • • • 



• • • 

• • • 



28,807 

3,328 

7,824 

9,515 

1,892 

5,889 

6.565 

12,629 

3,275 

9,799 

35.482 

19,673 

3,235 

8,571 

4,866 

6,292 

30,389 

4,805 

12,467 

8,529 

3,863 

17,523 

2,783 

13,075 

8,173 

1,807 

8,554* 

6,626 

29,978 

11,267 

11,335 

21,558 

4,989 

7,418 

19,875 

16,749 

11,055 

7,259 

10,191 

12,688 

2,273 

14,243 

1,885 

6,774 

6,686 



00 
00 
75 

05 

00 

00 

00 

00! 

50 

88 

20 

00 

00 

62 

50 

83 

00 

00 

00 

50 i 

85' 

37! 

501 

50' 

00 

62: 

00 

64 

50 

00 

25 

50 

75 

00 

25 i 

00 

25; 

15 

50, 

12 

76; 

00 ' 
00 



to 

»9i|94,8l5 
~99~9,227 



59 $063,723 

50 "" 8,880 



52l$50.714 68 



7,479 
8,197 
1,642 
5,149 
5,665 
9,699 
3.030 
9.524 

24.606 

14,527 
2,540 
6,774 
4.440 
5,550 

28,311 
4,805 
9,167 
7,075 
3.H63 

15,762 
2,783 
7.230 
6,542 
1,537 
7,135 
6,386 

22,604 
7,809 
7,970 

15,875 
4,583 
7,418 

18,469 

11,871 
9,171 
6,184 
8,383 
9,157 
2,273 

10,710 
1,348 
6,174 
5.901 



00 

to 

00 

05! 

00 

00 : 

00 ; 

00: 

50 

13: 

65 

00 
00 
62 
00 

08 
00' 

<o; 
00' 

50 1 
10 

37; 

50i 
501 
00 1 
10! 
00 i 

i i  

50 

00, 

75 

25 

75 

00 

25 

75 

00: 

75 

00 

50 

62 

26 

00 

00 



580 
344 

1.318 
250 
740 
900 

2,930 

245 

275 

10,876 

5,145 
695 

1,797 
426 
742 

2.078 



00, 

25 

75 

00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
75 
55 
00 
00 
00 
50 
■4 i) i 



3,300 
1,454 

I • • • • • 4 

1,761 



0(i 
OOi, 



75 



5.845 
1,631 

270 
1,419 

240 
7,373 
3,458 
3,365 
5,682 

406 



00 
00 
00 
52 
00 
87 
00 
00 
50 
25 



1,406 

4,878 
1,883 
1,075 
1,807 
3,531 



00 
00 
25 

50 
15 



3,532 
537 
600 

785 



50 
50 
00 
00 



1,925 
3,974 
1.583 

553 
2,017 
2,132 
4.564 

530 
6,049 
5,441 
3,185 
1,490 
8,844 
1.852 
2,800 
11,440 
3,700 
6,385 
2,360 
3,088 
6,964 
1,528 
1,710 
3.449 

868 
4,182 
4,188 
8,509 
1,600 
2,750 
4.805 
1,685 
3,986 
9,108 
3,390 
1,740 
3,305 
2,638 
5,307 
1,753 
3,919 
1,232 
3,373 
3,932 



32 
00 
75 
75 
80 
25 
00 

lO 

00 
50 
25 
25 
00 
00 
12 
00 
33 
00 
00 

00: 

50i 

60 

37 

00 

09 

00 

48 

00 

40 

00 

00 

00 

50! 

00! 

00: 

00! 

00 

00 

75 

75 

50 

25 

26 

00 1 

00; 



5,105 25 
480 00 

295 25 
815 00 
250 00 
740 00 
650 00 

2,092 50 
245 00 
150 00 

3,995 00 

2,055 40 
420 00 

1,533 00 

296 00 
642 50 
572 50 

*3,i24*o6 
768 00 



860 00 



3,140 00 

1,506 00 

270 00 

923 88 

240 00 

2,530 25 

1,648 00 

1,590 00 

1,440 00 

406 25 

"765*66 

2,921 00 

871 50 

393 75 

1,317 50 

2,222 15 

'2,038 00 
202 00 
600 00 
f60 00 
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Table V,— Continued. 



Agirregate Salaries P'd Highest Monthly Salaries Paid 

Teachers. 



Counties. 


Females. 


White. 1 


Negro. 


1 


1 

i 






• 




1 


• 




• 

0) 






s 




t 


• 
9 


o8 




0^ 


to 

5z; 


Mai 


Fen 


"ofi 


2" 

a)' 



Whole State. . . 1$ 223,983 47 lij^W, 100 91 $187 50 l$100 

67T" Ij2a~^5!ir5b"00^|~60 



Alachua , 

Baker 

Bradford 

Brevard 

Calhoun 

(citrus .... ......' 

Clay 

Columbia 

J. 'alXt? « • • • • • • 

DeSoto 

Duval 

Escambia .... 

Franklin 

Gadsden 

Hamilton 

Hernando 

Hillsborough . . . 

Holmes 

Jackson 

Jeff ers on 

Lafayette 

Lake 

Lee 

Leon 

Levy 

Liberty.. 

Madison 

Manatee 

Marion 

Monroe 

Nassau 

Orange j 

Osceola | 

Pasco 

Polk 

Putnam \ 

St. Johns 

Santa Rosa . . 

Sumter 

Suwannee. . . . 

Taylor 

Volusia 

Wakulla 

Walton 

Washinjfton. . 



$10,699 

823 

3,505 

6,613 

1,088 

3,131 

3,533 

5,134 

2,500 

3,475 

19,164 

11,342 

1,050 

2,930 

2,588 

2,750 

16,870 

1 105 

2,782 

4,715 



00I$111 
00 



00l$50 00 



775 



8,797 
1,255 
5,520 
3,093 
669 
2,952 
2,198 

14,095 
6,209 
5,220 

11,070 
2,897 
3,432 
9,361 
8,481 
7,431 
2,879 
5,745 
3,849 
520 
6,791 
116 
2,801 
1,969 



00 

^! 

25 1 
25! 

00 

25 

00; 

00' 

88 

40 

00 

00 

50 

00 

75 

00 

00 

00 

00 

50 

00 

50 

41 

00 

62 

00 

37 

50 

00 

75 

75 

75 

00 

25 

75 

00 

00 

25 

00 

37 

00 

00 

00 



100 

49 

503 



00 
00 
75 



250 

837 



00 
50 



125 

6,881 

3,090 

275 

264 

130 

100 

1,506 



00 

1.) 

00 
00 
00 
00 
25 



176 
686 



00 
00 



901 75 



2,705 
185 



00 
00 



495 64 



4,843 
1,810 
1,775 
4,242 



62 

00 
GO 
5(> 



701 

1,957 

1,011 

682 

490 

1,309 

1,494 
335 



00 
00 
75 
00 
00 
00 

50 
50 



125 00 



50 

100 

80 

25 

75 

100 

100 

60 

75 

187 

150 

75 

70 

45 

100 

166 

100 

125 

125 

35 

100 

75 

100 

65 

70 

100 

100 

150 

150 

100 

125 

100 

78 

150 

100 

100 

70 

75 

150 

50 

75 

30 

56 

60 



00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
50 
CO 
00 
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lading poll tax. ^Thanks will be given any one who will ex- 
he great discrepancy in the rate of one mill and county school 
collected. fEvidently an error in the amount reported as col- 
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Table XIII— SHowiN<i Financial (^'ondition of Ccuntifs 



1894-95 

COUNTIES. 



X 



X 



X 



• 3^ 
X ^ 

-I 



WholnState 

Alacliua. . . . 

Baker ' 

Bradford. . 

F^revard : 

Calhoun . . .!' 

Citrus ji 

Clay I 

Columbia. . .;; 

Dade m 

DeSoto !' 

Duval ; 

Escambia . . ,| 
Franklin . . . 

Gadsden . 

Hamilton....;! 
Hernando . . i 



Hillsboro'. 



I| 



Holmes.... 
Jackson ....]■ 
Jefferson ... 4 
Lafayette. . 
j-^aKe •••.•. 

Lee 

Leon 

Levy 
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PART VI! 



SCHOOL CENSUS OF 1896 AND STATIS. 
TICAL TABLES FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 
ENDING JUNE 30, 1896; 

The first three of the following Tables gives the School Cen- 
sus of 1896, showing the number of educable youth of school 
age by sex and race, their educational status, number of illit- 
erates between 10 and 21 years of age, and the number of de- 
fective youth in the State. 

The educational statistics for the school year ending June 
80, 1 896, begin wnth Table IV . As many important facts 
have been exhibited as the time and the nature of the reports 
made the Department would permit. It was desirable to bring 
out some facts which are not presented, but the incomplete- 
ness of certain reports prevented a showing of the State on 
those points, and not caring "for exhibits of data from only a 
part of the counties, such items were omitted. 

Only those who have experience have any conception of the 
care and labor the following Statistical Tables have cost. 

It is not claimed that all statements are absolutely correct, 
but as nearly so as could be made from the data furnished the 
Department. 

All percentages are correct within one-half of one per cent,, 
and all salaries are correct within one -half a cent (according to 
data furnished), to avoid the use of more figures this was 
deemed sufticiently accurate. 

While the showing denotes a healthy condition of public 
education within the State, still those capable of discerning 
the true status, through statistics, will be able also to read a 
great public duty yet to be performed in the matter of edu- 
cating the masses. 

Table XIII, in the average number of days schooling given 
annually to every child rapidly growing into citizenship, must 
convince the most hopeful that the masses of the future can 
be but partially educated, unless something is done to get more 
of the educable population into the schools and to give them 
more days schooling. 
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E I.— Census of Youth of School aot (6 -H) 21) Jink 1. WM. 
Total Youth. Total. Males. Females. 
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LBLB IV.— SUOWrSU N'VMBEK OF Sl-HOOLS. ENROLLMeNT. MfO PeR- 

CssTAiten FOB School Year Ekdisq Jcne 38. 1^. 

iFmai iPercenl. 



No. of SchooU. 



EDTOllment of Ileal ; „thPrIpop-| ii(6lo 
dfnt Pupils hyRace*|^-n,ipal§\,'J;„r..ird. 



Whole Stateia-ad'iWII 56«|»10O.O41l«;J.2941387471292I4O.tM! 74t 



Alachua../. 


113 


72 


*! 


i28« 


2731 


2.557 


"29 




59 


m 


49 


Bak«r 


:» 


*J 


1153 


»01 


162 


. . 84 


86: 73 


Bradford... 


54 


45 
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2880 


^W^ 


.575 


eSflOl; 9(1 


Brevurd 


47 


;i^ 




. 971 


794 


177 


... 1 78 


79 74 


Calbuuu.... 


2a 


21 


5 


666 


5» 


87 


8 . 1 61 


69' 86 


Citrus 


ji 


aa 




737 


619 


118 


li.. 78 


85- 55 


Clay 


46 


40 


( 


1281 


1M3 


238 


.... 74 


77 64 




72 


46 


26 


3407 


1881 


1.526 


43: . 7.5 


88 


68 


Dade . . .. 


17 


15 


2 


468 


368 


100 


;...: 73 


63 


tllO 


DeHoto 


r,!i 


M 




20.W 


1996 


.54 


3i-.; 83 




89 


Uuval 


w 


4» 


32 


5719 


3889 


2830 


..,--■ 55 




45 


Eecambia . . 


tw 


44 


21 


4215 


37.54 


1461 


..i-.. 60 




51 


FraDblia .... 




3 


2 


6:^3 


389 


344 


.  : 65 




.W- 


<ladB(len ... 


65 


3H 


26 


3112 


128.'. 


1837 


..'.. «2 


74 


fhS 


Hamilton... 


50 


41 


15 


iea» 


1330 


649 


..'..i 68 




.51= 


Hernando. . 


33 


16 


6 


698 


474 


219 
813 


21 .,; 66 


76 5-a 


UillBboro' . . 


88 


73 


15 


4443 


3639 


.. .. .55 


55i 5= 


Holmes .... 


43 


40 


2 


1856 


1816 


40 


9 




78 


79 4 - 


Jackson 


lt7 


57 


40 


.1445 


2633 




15 




71 


77' &. 


Jetfenon . . 


45 


24 


21 


3313 


9.53 


2360 






SI 


7SJ *c 


Lafayette . . 


41 


40 


1 


778 


7.54 


24 






64 


S^i^**-^ 


Lake 


55 


46 


£ 


1850 


1465 


885 


36 




81 


86 «i 


Lee 


14 


13 




395 


375 


20 






58 


57! ■* 


Leon 


m 


33 


3C 


3986 


671 


3315 


6 




48 


741 - 


Levy 


46 


36 


10 


1619 


1151 


468 


7 




64 


68 


Liberty 


15 


11 


4 


4.54 


274 


180 






66 


70 


Madison .. 


7fl 


51 


26 


3467 


1718 


1754 






59 


78! 


Manatee.... 


38 






1074 


1035 


39 


'4 




86 


87| 


Marion 


llll 


7^ 


36 


5272 


2411 


2861 


18 




68 


, 76l 
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10 


8 


2 


2087 




687 






45 


43 




Nasaau 


m 


43 


16 


1804 




839 


.. 




56 
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Ho 


42 


13 


2547 




828 






82 


84 




Osceola 


29 


25 
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875 


746 


129 






81 




( 


Pasco 


41 


39 


2 


1123 


1071 


52 






79 


81 


Si 


Polk 


88 


75 


7 


2910 


2561 


349 


"4 




85 




87 


Putnam 


65 


43 




2547 


1368 


1179 


4 


ii 


78 


75 


71 


St. Johns .. 


3ft 


29 
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1609 


loei 


548 






74 


72 
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Santa Hosa.. 


65 


57 


8 


254i 


1992 


550 






72 


7ft 


«2 
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50 


42 
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1330 


1002 


843 


i2 




77 


7» 


:o 
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83 


M 


28 


3333 


1861 


1478 


9 




72 


77 
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Taylor 

Volusia.. . 


2S 


38 




758 


758 








67 


71 




54 


40 


14 


1858 


1130 


"728 






74 


6» 




WakuUa. . 


81 


22 


!) 


1047 


655 


393 






85 


100 


w 


Walton 


87 


5H 


8 


2303 


1952 


SOI 


24 




74 


78 55 


Washington 


fi7 


59 


8 


2255 


17.19 


496 


44 




79 


77 


ss 



♦The total enrollment of t)ie Slate, 
counties, is 100,37!!. 

tAll peri-entages correct within ore-h'ilf of om 
*eiilHgeB for the StHie include pupils fr<)ni other 

f Evidently due to error in census. 



:ludinf; pupils from oUier 
perceni; the per- 



' -^BLK V. — Show?«hi Eniiollmest by Skx a 



lEnrollment by Sex and Race, l,-*'**"'"?^'^'™'*- 
;• _ jProm otherCountiea, 

Males. . Fema 



•^X.l 



.^^> State II50483I33032I 1 1 
ft*'^^tord . . 
*;Hni8 



Maleti. IKeniales. 

.,'11 



9i; 



^Uval..'.'/ 
:^Rcambia. 
*"panhliD , . 
^adeden . . 
Hamilton.. 
Ileriiando. . , 
Billsboroiigh 

Holmee . 

Jackson .... 

Jefferson 

t«faTette ... 

Lake'. 

Lee 

Liberty 

Madison . . . 
Manatee . . - 
Marion.. ... 
Monroe . . . 

14a88au 

Orange 

Osceola 

Polk..'..'.'.!!!" 

Patnam 

St. Johns... 
Santa Rosa.. 
Sumter. .... 
Suwannee. . . 

Taylor 

"Volusia 

"WakuUa. . . 

Walton 

'Washington 
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I.WS 


lUM 


45! 


!n« 


KX\ 


397 
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rm 


vm 


99^ 




183 


11M 
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9771 


14411 
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1382 


VM 
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Mm 


71« 


m\ 


254 




18S7 


mf. 


»4« 


2834 


141 .1 


l«4f 


4fifl 
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478 


«a5 


Wli 


1» 


174 


iwt 


343 




mi 
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14(1 


HWil 


•m 


un 


650 


■AV!> 




iiisj'i 


724 


m^ 


4«4 


VMi 


873 


45'i 


37S 


ftfH 


634 


1.W 


1;M7 


IMW 


710 


M^l^ 


540 


IKJIl 


KKla 


114.1 


4K4 


1741 


1041 


41 ri 


407 


IKM- 


5S1 


571 


374 


117} 


1045 


i\b-6 


»06 



9558l3^y_^9^177l_ilW 3iiiG5ll_36 



2717 


lil-M 


fi4f 


466 


ia25 


1049 


>AV 


418 


y.'-n 




345 


P^ 


«45 


513 


r.-iri 


888 


23t 


185 


«4f 


9H1 


'mi 


1449 


M14'( 


1373 


m. 


1H9 


ifi» 


1127 


1141 


604 






21 S5 


1732 


K«l 


868 


afisi 


1208 


IMJ 


487 


21)1 


27H 


mt. 


739 


21 i 


201 


H10', 




7ii:- 


.549 


m 


134 


imit 


807 


502 


4^ 


2704 


114H 


10H( 


fi7R 


941 


501 


1■fl^^ 




41 !■ 




mi 


5H7 


140f 


1214 






801 


512 


liiOS 


Hffll 


705 


518 


^m•^ 




«51 


351 


tHK 


539 


47f 




10;« 


907 


1102 


853 



:;;i-:L 



.r county eni'ol I men t, Arat section of the 



,Vv,.„<, N„m„, A,;™,l.ns S^l.^f ^^iSf 



rSo.indaily 
Attend a DOB 

for each 100 

Enrolled. 



f.iWJ .!414:i ..'.->:il^«« !*«:■» Itii', OOi OOi 66 



4!ll 40". S(l 

vo-j av* 1(U 

j->sa r'KM iiKM) 

:iiil ■2:W 71 

14(iT 1-m 41 

;!H47 lori 17;[4 

3S1J* 1H32 IMiti l^ii-J 

:yu, ^117 142 9S 

2i)ia wi ii;!7 4;(M 

ItKJM, t:w 3H7. ;!«« 

4SS 34a 146 171 

■r,io. 3310 .J0« 114(1 

8fl3 iBW 33 4fll 



r.-iT.-i'w 



3(15 7f: 3l>: 71 71; 
li3 Slit W 70 70; 
3H irt» »4 m' 59 



793 921 W3 6i; 66 



358 1079 3W 61 61 



I5:t9 



.wa! 



1 it(»vette .... 

I:?'-.-:::.:::: 'IS; 

I.,.,,,, 37«3i 469 33W1, 

Uvy 1103 781, 333, 

LiU-rty  39«l 17«l 138 

Mudi^oti 1&9U 908 1082: 

Manatte 773 747: 26' 

Marion 34.55 

Monroe 1473 

Niwsau 1463 

Orange 18(17 

Osceola 639 

Pasco 774 

Polk 2054 

Putnam 168H 

St. Johns 1104 

Santa Rosa.. . . ISla 

Sumter 967 

Suwannee 2:178 

Taylor 

Volusia 1173 

WaknUa 

IjlVftltoii 1370 

^ WatJiinShni n 1409: 1073 387 



1768 :{37| 871 339 t»7 



439 4m 479' 633! 57 



KUO 
1)43 


181.5 
531 


807 
478 


811 
33'> 


flS-i 


631 


4:11 


«(in 


1PWI 


iilh 


64;) 


348 




HK> 


•W 


66 


73.- 


x: 


■M 


IH 


IWW 


fl4.5 


913 


107 


941 




4tH 


355 




37ri 


371 




1415 40( 


7r>( 


303 


730: 34^ 


341 


115 




«',-;- 


456 


407' 


34t 




684. 48t 


35f 


337 


412 


223 


338 


111 



1194< 



619| 91i 575 
490! 1631 58S 



393; 



(t' 332 10; 71 71 



10-58 383 .V.3' 145- 506 1S7' 

137 10' 6B 
280 1348 B9 



m 55| 6« 62! 



671 
87l 

;;\ 

69 \ 
71 \ 
6> f 
6»l ( 

<T1 I '. 



L ; IS 



63 61/ S7 

61 83/ 50 

63 61 79 

621 61' 97 



'i{tiAaTB.-^*iE Averaob length liFStHOuL'rKHii, andthe Avekaqe. 
_,^,„:f^-^~=,Jl^ ^^ Dats' ScHooLiNu FOR kAcH Child (8 to 31). 






No 


iljiver&Ke days' 


thellScliooline 








licliild 6 to 21. 



42: 




Taylor , 
Voluaia, 
Wakulla . 

Walton 

WaBhington..! 
'Evidently due to incorrect census. 
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Table IV.— Showing Xumbrk of S<:hools, Enrollment, and Per- 
Ckntaobs for School Year Endinq .Iune 38, 1QB6. 
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*The total enrollment of tlie Slate, including pupils from other 
«0Unii6e. is 100.373. 

JAIl perwntagescorrect witliin ore-li:il' of one percent; the per- 
centages for the Stnte include pupils (runt other ccunties. 

fEvidenlly due to error in census. 
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'Evidently due to incorrect census. 
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Table XV— Continued— Distributino Receipts **From all Other 

Sources.** 



18»5-96. 
CoxrNTiES. 
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♦Table XX.— Showing Finax(:i.\l Condition oi^ Cocntiks. 
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Alachua. . 
Baker. . . . 
Bradford... 
Brevard . . . 
Calhoun .. . 

Citrus 

Clay l! ll«08 2r) 

Columbia. ...I 15558 81 

Dade : 10251 87 

DeSoto : 24627 09 



41521 «0 
4G;^9 :}h 

13509 67 

15145 50 
6392 83 

14027 12 



lj)uval 

Escambia 
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Hernando. . :| 
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XihKe. • . • • t . * . I 
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St. Johns 

Santa Rosa.... 
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Suwannee .... 
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Volusia 

Wakulla 

Walton 

Washington . . 
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41813 17 
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17046 25 

14557 85 
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7424 42 
39193 90 

7147 66 
1 6796 37 
14507 09 

5109 28 
14><29 12 

6752 18 
16207 37 
10654 10 

2655 08 
12451 46 

9742 86 
35269 19 
15071 47 
16427 22 
30273 34 

8746 22 
12304 58 
21597 36 
16453 60 
20643 28 
10349 76 
10395 34 
16320 83 

3053 35 
15213 30 

3205 57 

8446 50 

9613 17 
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103 38. 
3231 33l 
2728 88; 
1074 81 1 
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556 83. 
72 41 
1061 00 
2637 37 
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463 88 
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8446 46 

802 17 
6899 18 

476 39 
2407 13 
453 00 
160 00 
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• f • • •  
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307 78 
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+ 



1499 90 

556 83 

1456 86 

461 05 

2637 27 

2199 04 

249 88 

3705 53 

558 58 

6920 17 

2445 61 

994 79 

1823 19 

229 29 

3256 48 

1298 47 

3404 43 

802 17 

6614 38 

910 13 

765 97 

2385 56 

5866 91 

4679 58 

2925 13 

679 51 

836 99 

564 48 

835 86 

7807 77 

734 21 

754 76 

307 7b 



'*'This table illustrates that book-kecpinj; ought to be kept in the public 
school curriculum. No one can reconcile some of the conflictiniT ezbibitSt 
possibly not the maker of the report, in this balance sheet. 



APPENDIX. 



PART VIII. 



8TATK CONVENTION OF COUNTY SUPKRIN- 

TENDENTS. 

• 
While the facts brought out in this appendix do not legiti- 
mately come within the scope of this J:5i-ennial Report, they 
are nevertheless of vital interest and importance to the school 
work of our State, and will be valuable as matters of refer- 
ence during the work of legislation concerning school affairs, 
reflecting as they do the views and sentiments of a large pro- 
portion of those who are leaders in educational work and 
thought. 

No meetine: of men in the history of Florida bears so im- 
portant and significant a relation to the present educational 
work committed to the care of teachers and Superintendents, 
as the convention of County Su[)erintendents held in Live 
Oak, convening Feb. t), 1897. 

The object of this appendix is to note especially the fact, 
Avork and significance of that convention. 

It is not proposed in this sketch to do more than suggest 
so7ne things that were discussed and cite the action of the con- 
vention in regard to propositions for future work. 

The program as published is inserted here to indicate the 
trend of the discussions. The conclusions reached on the various 
topics follow the programme. 

PROGRAMME. 

Live Oak, Feb. 9-12, 1897. 

.^Speeches Limited to Ten MhiuteH. Time May be Ejctended by the 

Body. 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9 -« A. M. 
invocation. 

1. The Purpose and Function of School Supervisi<>x 

l. w. buchholz^ 
(a) The qualifications requisite for a CouDtj Su(>erintendent 

G. P. Glenn. 
DiHcusdion Jolih C Compton; contiuued by volunteers 

11 A. M. 

2. Compknsation of County Superintendents. 

(a) How may better salaries be secured and on what basis 
should tliey be regulated Sheiton Philips^ 

(b) Would it be economy to dispense with this office 

J. L. Hoi lings worth 

(c) What proportion of his time should be devoted to his 
official duties A. J. Wooldrid^e 

(d) Is it necessary that he visit schools, and what his duties 
when at a school E. L. McDaniel 

Discussion Thomas W. Ralph; continued by volunteers 

2:30 P. M. 
8. School Revknuks. 

(a) Is greater revenue needed; if so, is it prudent to agitate 
it now ....J.H.Girardeau 

(b) Who should levy the taxes for schools. . . W. W. Bostick 

(c) How can teacheiB be paid monthly under our present tax 
system Wm. M. Hollo way 

(d) Would a Constitutional Amendment requiring a three- 
mill State levy, or making mandatory the County School, 
levy — minimum five mills, maximum eight mills — meet 
with favor among the people Sheiton PhiliDS 

(e) WhittlinK down school revenue by legislation; how can 
It be stopped E. L. McDaniel 

Discussion N. B. Cook; continued by volunteere. 

8 p. M. 

4. Address L. W. Buchholtz. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10—9 A. M. 

INV0(JATI0N. 

5. State Uniformity in Text-Books. 

(a) Is it desirable John H. Sams 

(b) Whj' not desirable George P. Glenn 

Discussion. ...... P. F. Fisher; continued by volunteers 

10:150 A. M. 

6. State Course of Study. 

(a) What are its advantaires John C. Compton 

(b) What are the objections to it R. Q. Baker 

(c) Who should prescribe, and what is necessary to secure- 
its universal adoption W. H. Lynchi 
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(d» Is tlie State ready for it W. B. Hintoir^ 

Discussion J. R. Key: continued by volunteers- 

2:30 P. M. 

7. County School Records and Reports. 

(a) What items should be made a matter of record in a- 
County Superintendent's office, and what books are 
needed... Thos. W. Ralph. 

(b) Are the'blanks sufficiently comprehensive and which i» 
the most important in the system of reports 

A. M. C. Russell 

(c) When is the time to scrutinize and to demand correc- 
tions in a teacher's report Dr. C. F. Kemp- 

(d) Would it be well to dispense with the teacher's Fin&t' 
Report W. C. Lockey 

(e) Are reports worth the time and care necessary to make 
them N. W.Eppeft 

(f) County Superintendents' Annual Reports : 

(1) What should be chiefly characteristic of them 

L. W. Buchholz; 
(3) What remodeling of the blanks are needed 

N. B. Cook 

(3) Should they be dispensed with Jno. C. Comptoa 

(4) Should fullness and uniformity be insisted on, or is- 

it sufficient that each one report his own data to suit- 

his own fancy A. W. Mizell^ 

Discussion Wm. N. Sheats; continued by volunteers 

8. P. M. 

8. Address Prof. A. F. Lewis; alternate, Geo. P, Glenn. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11—9 A. M. 
invocation. 

9. Sub-Districts and Local Taxation. 

(a) Have they proven a success, or shall the law be abolished"' 

F. G. Schell 

(b) Are they operative in rural districts W. D. Cam 

(c) Are any changes needed in the present law 

M. F. Giddens- 

(d) What the chief objections and who the principal objectors 
to a sub-district tax D. O. Thrasher 

(e) What should be the special prerogatives of trustees, or 
who should hold and on whose order should district funds 
be disbursed; who should employ and fix salaries of teach- 
ers, and determine the length of school term in sub-dis- 
tricts C. S. Young 

Discussion J. B. Parkinson; continued by volun Utn 

11 A. M. 

10. Compulsory Education. 

(a) Is the State ready to undertake to compel school attend- 
ance Uharles Dinkin»- 

(b) Would such a law work local hardships in rural districts 

Z. Jone?^ 
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(c) What limitations should be incorporated into such a law 

J. E. Hanna 

(d) Shall we urge its passage by the Legislature 

C. A. Snowball 
Discussion W. W. Shedd; continued by volunteers 

2:30 P. M. 

Teachers' Examinations and Certificates. 

(a) Does the present system suit our conditions 

R. L. Williams 

(b) Should the law be adhered to strictly ia regard to Grad- 
ing Committees E. H. Reynolds 

(c) What should be done in case of repeated charges of pal- 
pable violations of the law W. M. Rowlett 

(d) Would a Grading Committee for the State, or one for 
each Judicial District, be preferable T. J. Gregory 

(e) Is there real necessity for, and shall special examinations 
and temporary certificates be continued S. M. Revell 

(f) Do not special examinations throw wide open for fraud 
and favoritism the door which the uniform examination 
was designed to close H. L. Avant 

(g) Should the lower grade county certificates be re-issuable 
indefinitely on examination Z. T. Merritt 

(h) Is the life of Second and Third Grade certificates too 
long to induce to the best advancement in the teaching 
force J. L. Hollingsworth 

Discussion. . . .J. A. J. Hathaway; continued by volunteers 

8 P. M, 

12. Address ('ol. E. P. Cat(»r; alternate, Jno. C. Compton 

FRIDAY, I'EBRUARY 12-9 A. M. 

INVOCATION. 

i'S, C-oi'NTY High Schools. 

(a) Should one running eight months be mandatory in each 
county J.A.Jones 

(b) What compensation would patrons living in other dis- 
tricts receive, justifying xhe monetary discrimination nec- 
essary to sustain such a school .'. K. M. Tedder 

(c) Do you believe intelligent public sentiment would en- 
dorse a law compelling one high school in each county 

Rufus M. Yent 

(d) If public sentiment is not mtelligent should it be heeded, 
and shall steps be taken to secure such a law. P. F. Fisher 

Discussion L. W. Buchholtz; continued by volunteers 

10:30 A. M. 

:?4. Eligibility for School Officers. 

(a) Under our election system, should every voter be eligible 
to run for County Superintendent John G. Compto 

(b) Would it be possibl'e to make a law prescribing restri* 
tions uniform in its operation Shelton Phili 

(c) With a restrictive law, what should be done when no o 
possessing the legal requirements (jualilies to run for f 
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office Z.Jones 

(d) Should any educational qualifications be prescribed for 

the office of Supervisor E. L. McDnniel 

Discussion. Thos. W. Ralph; continued by volunteers 

2:30 r. m. 

15. Amendments to School Laws. 

(a) Are any imparatively needed to remove friction and to 

enhance progress in our system A. M. C. Russell 

Discussion. , . .\Vm. M. Holloway ; continued by volunteers 

3:30 P. M. 

16. Miscellaneous. 

(a) Is it advisable to ask the Legislature to fix a minimum 
salary for the office of County Superintendent 

W. W. Bostick 

(b) Is 5 cents mileage for County Boards just and ample 

Jno. H. Sams 

(c) What are tlie points to be considered in fixing teachers' 
salaries N.B.Cook 

(d) W hat should be done with less than 10 pupils too remote 
to attend an established school F. G. Schell 

(e) Is legislation needed, and what to secure better buildings 
and furniture Jno. C. Compton 

(f) Is there necessity for another State Normal School 

R. Q. Baker 

(g) Can the present one best meet all the wants of the State 

Shelton Philips 
(h) Is it desirable that an appropriation be made for Teach- 
ers' Summer Schools M . F. Giddens 

(1) Would the electors approve such appropriation 

J. R. Key 

(i) Is it advisable to begin now the establishnif^nt of City 

Systems in this State Geo. P. Glenn 

(j) Should teachers be permitted to open schools under the 
promise that the examination will be taken at some future 

dnte • A. W. Mizell 

(k) Should a teacher be employed whose certificate expires 

before the school term ends W. D. Carn 

(I) Should patrons be permitted to patronize two or more 
schools and participate in the government of all 

J. A. J. Hathftwav 
(m) Should a well paid principal be permitted to consume 
the most of his time with a half dozen pupils in studies be- 
yond the public school course, while the teaching of a large 
number of pupils is forced upon a poorly paid assistant ? 

Who should regulate such cases A J. Wooldridge 

(n) What disposition should be made of registers after the 

close of any school H. L. Avant 

C^'Any other question may be added or substituted, which any Su- 
perintendent may desire discussed. 

8 P. M. 

17. Address Dr. O. Clute 

Adjournment. 
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PART VIII. 



8TATK CONVENTION OF COUNTY SUPKRIN- 

TKNDENTS. 

• 
While the facts brought out in this appendix do not legiti- 
mately come within the scope of this Jii-ennial Report, they 
are nevertheless of vital interest and importance to the school 
work of our State, and will be valuable as matters of refer- 
ence during the work of legislation concerning school affairs, 
reflecting as they do the views and sentiments of a large pro- 
portion of those who are leaders in educational work and 
thought. 

No meeting of men in the history of Florida bears so im- 
portant and significant a relation to the present educational 
work committed to the care of teachers and Superintendents, 
as the convention of County Superintendents held in Jive 
Oak, convening Feb. 9, 1897. 

The object of this appendix is to note especially the fact, 
work and significance of that convention. 

It is not proposed in this sketch to do more than suggest 
{io?ne things that were discussed and cite the action of the con- 
vention in regard to propositions for future work. 

The })rogram as published is inserted here to indicate the 
trend of the discussions. The conclusions reached on the various 
topics follow the programme. 

PROGRAMME. 

Live Oak, Feb. 9-12, 1897. 

Speeches Limited to Ten Minutea, Time May he Extended by the 

Body. 
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THURSDAY. FEBRUARY 9 -» A. M. 
invocation. 

1. The Purpose and Function of School Supekvision 

L. W. BroHHOLZ^ 

(a) The qualifications requisite for a County Supenntendent- 

G. P. Glenn. 
Discussion John C Compton; continued by volunteers 

11 A. M. 

2. Compensation of County Superinteni>ent=5. 

(a) How may better salaries be secured and on what basis 
should tliey be regulated Shelton Philips 

(b) Would it be economy to dispense with this office 

J. L. Hollingsworth 

(c) What proportion of his time should be devoted to his 
official duties A. J. Wooldridj^e 

(d) Is it necessary that he visit schools, and what his duties 
when at a school E. L. McDaniel 

Discussion Thomas W. Ralph; continued by volunteers 

2:30 P. M. 
8. School Revenues. 

(a) Is greater revenue needed; if so, is it prudent to agitate 
it now ....J.H.Girardeau 

(b) Who should levy the taxes for schools. . . W. W. Bostick 

(c) How can teacheis be paid monthly under our present tax 
system Wm. M. Hollo way 

(d) Would a Constitutional Amendment re<iuiring a three- 
mill State levy, or making mandatory the County School 
levy — minimum five mills, maximum eight mills — meet 
with favor among the people Shelton Phihps 

(e) Whittling down school revenue by legislation ; how cao 
It be stopped E. L. McDaniel 

Discussion. N. B. Cook; continued by volunteers. 

8 P. M. 
4. Address L. W. Buchholtz 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10—9 A. M. 

invocjation. 

6. State Uniformity in Text-Books. 

(a) Is it desirable John H. Sams 

(h) W^hy not desirable George P. Glenn 

Discussion. P. F. Fisher; continued by volunteers 

10:;J0 A. M. 

6. State Course of Study. 

(a) What are its advantaices John C. Compton 

(b) What are the objections to it R. Q. Baker 

(c) Who should prescribe, and what is necessary to secure- 
its universal adoption W. B. Lyncln 
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(d^ Is the State ready for it W. B. Hintoir^ 

Discussion J. R. Key; continued by volunteerB- 

2:80 P. M. 

7. County School Records and Reports. 

(fi) What items should be made a matter of record in a^ 
County Superintendent's oflSce, and what books are 
needed... Thos. W. Ralph. 

(b) Are the'blanks sufficiently comprehensive and which is 
the most important in the system of reports 

A. M. C. Russelt 

(c) When is the time to scrutinize and to demand correc- 
tions in a teacher's report Dr. C, F. Kemp- 

(d) Would it be well to dispense with the teacher's Fin&t* 
Report W. C. Lockey 

(e) Are reports worth the time and care necessary to make 
them N. W.Eppes 

(f) County Superintendents' Annual Reports : 

(1) What should be chiefly characteristic of them 

L. W. Buchholz. 

(2) What remodeling of the blanks are needed 

N. B, Cook 

(3) Should they be dispensed with Jno. C. Comptoa 

(4) Should fullness and uniformity be insisted on, or is- 

it sufficient that each one report his own data to suit 

his own fancy A. W. MizelV 

Discussion Wm. N. Sheats; continued by volunteers 

8. P. M. 

8. Address Prof. A. F, Lewis; alternate, Geo. Pr Glenn. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11—9 A. M. 
invocation. 

9. Sub-Districts and Local Taxation. 

(a) Have they proven a success, or shall the law be abolished- 

F. G. Schell 

(b) Are they operative in rural districts W. D. Cam 

(c) Are any changes needed in the present law 

M. F. Giddens 

(d) What the chief objections and who the principal objectors 
to a sub-district tax D. O. Thrasher 

(e) What should be the special prerogatives of trustees, or 
who should hold and on whose order should district funds 
be disbursed; who should employ and fix salaries of teach- 
ers, and determine the length of school term in sub-dis- 
tricts C. S. Young 

Discussion J. B. Parkinson; continued by volun IttP 

11 A. M. 

10. Compulsory Education. 

(a) Is the State ready to undertake to compel school attend- 
ance Uharles Dinkin&> 

(b) Would such a law work local hardships in rural districts- 

Z. Jone?' 



376 

(c) What limitations should be incorporated into such a law 

J. E. Hanna 

(d) Shall we urge its passage bj the Legislature 

C. A. Snowball 
Discussion W. W. Shedd; continued by volunteers 

2:30 P. M. 

11. Teachers' Examinations and Certificates. 

(a) Does the present system suit our conditions 

R. L. Williams 

(b) Should the law be adhered to strictly in regard to Grad- 
ing Committees E. H. Reynolds 

(c) What should be done in case of repeated charges of pal- 
pable violations of the law W. M. Rowlett 

(d) Would a Grading Committee for the State, or one for 
each Judicial District, be preferable T. J. Gregory 

(e) Is there real necessity for, and shall special examinations 
and temporary certificates be continued S. M. Revell 

<f) Do not special examinations throw wide open for fraud 
and favoritism the door which the uniform examination 
was designed to close H. L. Avant 

<g) Should the lower grade county certificates be re-issuable 
indefinitely on examination Z. T. Merritt 

<h) Is the lite of Second and Third Grade certificates too 
long to induce to the best advancement in the teaching 
force. J. L. Hollingsworth 

Discussion. ...J. A. J. Hathaway; continued by volunteers 

8 P. M. 

12. Address Col. E. P. Cater; alternate, Jno. C. Corapton 

FRIDAY. I'KBRUARY 13-9 A. M. 

INV(K^ATION. 

38. i*oiNTY High Schools. 

(a) Should one running eight months be mandatory in each 
county J. A. JoniBS 

(b) What compensation would patrons living in other dis- 
tricts receive, justifying ihe monetary discrimination nec- 
essary to sustain such a school K. M. Tedder 

(c) Do you believe intelligent public sentiment would en- 
dorse a law compelling one high school in each county 

Rufus M. Yent 

(d) If public sentiment is not intelligent should it be heeded, 
and shall steps be taken to secure such a law. P. F. Fisher 

Discussion L. W. Buchholtz; continued by volunteers 

10:30 A. M. 

?4. Eligibility for School Officers. 

(a) Under our election system, should every voter be eligible 
to run for County Superintendent John C. Compton 

(b) Would it be possible to make a law prescribing restric- 
tions uniform in its operation Shelton Philips 

(c) With a restrictive law. what should be done when no one 
possessing the legal requirements (]ualifies to run for the 
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office Z.Jones 

(d) Should any educational qualifications be prescribed for 

the office of Supervisor E. L. McDaniel 

Discussion Thos. W. Ralph; continued by volunteers 

2:30 P. M. 

15. Amendments to School Laws. 

(a) Are any imparatively needed to remove friction and to 

enhance progress in our system A. M. C. Russell 

Discussion. . . .\Vm. M. Holloway ; continued by volunteers 

3:30 P. M. 

16. Miscellaneous. 

(a) Is it advisable to ask the Legislature to fix a minimum 
salary for the office of County Superintendent 

W. W. Bostick 

(b) Is 5 cents mileage for County Boards just and ample 

Jno. H. Sams 

(c) What are the points to be considered in fixing teachers' 
salaries N.B.Cook 

(d) What should be done with less than 10 pupils too remote 
to attend an established school F. G. Schell 

(e) Is legislation needed, and what to secure better buildings 
and furniture Jno. C. Compton 

(f) Is there necessity for another State Normal School 

R. Q. Baker 

(g) Can the present one best meet all the wants of the State 

Shelton Phihps 
(h) Is it desirable that an appropriation be made for Teach- 
ers' Summer Schools M . F. Giddens 

(1) Would the electors approve such appropriation 

J. R. Key 

(i) Is it advisable to begin now the establishment of City 

Systems in this State Geo. P. Glenn 

(j) Should teachers bo permitted to open schools under the 
promise that the examination will be taken at some future 

date • A. W. Mizell 

(k) Should a teacher be employed whose certificate expires 

before the school term ends VV. D. Carn 

(1) Should patrons be permitted to patronize two or more 
schools and participate in the government of all 

J. A. J. Hathawav 
(m) Should a well paid principal be permitted to consume 
the most of his time with a half dozen pupils in studies be- 
yond the public school course, wliile the teaching of a large 
number of pupils is forced upon a poorly paid assistant ? 

Who should regulate such cases A J. Wooldridge 

(n) What disposition should be made of registers after the 

close of an V school H. L. Avant 

£^""Any other question may be added or substituted, which any Su- 
perintendent may desire discussed. 

8 P. M. 

17. Address Dr. O. Clute 

Adjournment. 
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This projjraiiiiiii' covers a wi<le ranjro. ami when it is re- 
ineinl>ered that these f|uestioi)s were ditfeussed in open parlia- 
ment and bv such men as are in charore of our most successfai 
BchooLs, it will be readily understood that the impulse of a 
new educational life will be felt in everv coantv where the 
Superintendent was fortunate or wide awake enough to be 
present. 

And in this connection it is interesting to note that onlj 
two of the twenty-nine County Superintendents east and 
south of the Suwannee Kiver were absent, though eight of 
the sixteen in Middle and West Florida, from sickness or other 
cause, were prevented from attending. 

The following is the list of County Superintendents present, 
in addition to some members 6f County Boards : 

W. M. Hollo way, Alachua; Charles Dinkins, Baker, F. G. 
Schell, Bradford; Jno. H. Sams, Brevard; P. F. Fisher, Cal- 
houn; C. S. Young, Citrus; \V. W. Shedd, Clay; Z. Taylor 
Merritt, Dade; M. F. (middens, DeSoto; G. P. Glenn, Duval; 
N. B. Cook, Escambia: J. E. Hanna, Hamilton; A. M. C. Rus- 
sell, Hernando; L. W. Buchholz, Hillsborough; H. L. Avant, 
Columbia; J. H. Girardeau, Jefferson; Jno. C. Compton, Lake; 
W. W. Bostick, Lee; \. W. Eppes, Leon; Shelton Phillips, 
Levy; K. L. Williams, Madison; W. D. Cam, Marion; Dr. C. F. 
Kemp, Monroe; C. A. Snowball, Nassau; W. B. Lynch, Orange; 
W. B. Hilton, Osceola; D. O. Thrasher, Pasco; J. L. HoUings- 
worth, Polk; Thomas W. Ralph, Putnam; E. L. McDaniel, 
Santa Rosa; J. A. Jones, Sumter; A. W. Mizell, Suwannee; 
K. M. Tedder, Taylor; J. B. Parkinson, Volusia; William C. 
Lockey, Washington. 

The members of the Legislature were invited, but none 
were present. 

On motion of Supt. Philips, of Levy, State Supt. Wm. N. 
Sheats was elected chairman of the meeting. Supt. Philips 
was elected secretary, and Supt. Compton, of Lake, assistant. 

The programme as prepared by the State Superintendent 
was carried out in the morhing session, in the order of its ar- 
rangement. 

1. The PruposE and FrNcrroN of School Supervision. — 
All who participate*! in the discussion of the subject agreed 
that supervision shoald be helpful, and much time should be 
given to this work. 

2. COMPENSxVTIOX OF C\>rNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. TMs . 

subject interested the body very much. But it was the sense 
of the convention that legislation was not needed so much as 
enthusiastic and energetic men. Such men should be selected 
by a county as would devote their full time to the upbuilding 
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of a healthy sentimeTit both among teachers and people. It 
was the consensus of the convention that ability and energy 
in a (/Oimty Superintendent would be recognized and properly 
revarded. 

The afternoon session, Tuesday, was called to order at 2:30 
p. m. On motion of Professor Shelton Phillips, of Levy 
county, E. W. Peabodj, representative of the Times-Union, was. 
elected an honorary member of the body and assistant secre> 
tary of the meeting. 

Superintendent Sheats explained that while he had prepared 
a programme for the assistance of the meeting, he desired the 
discussion to be informal, and if any member desired to intro- 
duce and speak upon any subject of education he hoped he 
would do so. 

School Kkvknuks. — The convention wisely decided that 
more money was needed to keep schools in operation a greater 
number of months. It was suggested that a minimum tax of 6 
mills should be required by law for all counties, with a maximum 
of 8 mills. A motion prevailed unanimously memorializing 
the present Legislature to pass a law authorizing County 
I^oards to borrow money for school purposes. This with the 
view of enabling teachers to be paid their salaries regularly by 
the month. 

It was also unanimously urged that County School Boards 
should be authorized by the Legislature to levy the tax for 
school purposes. 

Under the fifth, and last, sub-division, ''How can the whit- 
tling down of school revenue by legislation be stopped?" Su- 
perintendent E. L. McDaniel, of Santa Kosa, took the ground 
that assessors, collectors, and treasurers should not be paid 
out of the school funds. All of that expense should be paid 
by the County Commissioners out of the general fund. Su- 
perintendent N. B. Cook, of Escambia, took the same ground,, 
and said that in his county the school fund did not pay any 
part of the expense of collecting taxes. Prof. J. II. Sams, N. 
B. Cook and N. W. Eppes were on motion, appointed a com- 
mittee to prepare and suggest a plan to secure more prompt 
collection of taxes. 

Prof. L. W. Buchholz, of Tampa, delivered a fine addresa 
Tuesday night to a very appreciative audience. 

STATE UNIFORMITY IN TKXT-BOOKS. 

After much discussion a resolution favoring State uniformity 
in text-books was upon call of the roll lost by a vote of 30 
to 7, one school board member voting on each side. 
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A viva voce vote was also registered against the system of 
free text-books. 

STATE COURSE OF STUI>V. 

Prof. John C. Compton, of Lake county, advocated a State 
course, because if we had a State course, all counties will have 
a course of study, while as it is many counties have none. If 
we have a uniform course, pupils moving from one county to 
another would suffer no inconvenience. He thouficht the State 
should adopt a general course, subject to moditi cation and 
changed to suit the condition of the various counties. Supt. W. 
B. Jjynch, of Orange, advocated the appointment of a com- 
mission, non-political in its composition, but composed in part 
of the adv icates of reform, in part of the friends of the three 
li's, and in part of those who are on the fence. This commis- 
sion should be authorized by the Legislature, and appointed 
by the State Hoard of PMucation, and should be done at on e, 
as we need a State course. 

Aft(T closinii: the discussion on the State course of studv, 
the roll was calle<l, and it was decided by a vote of *i9 to 6, 
that it wa- necessary to have one. A recess was then taken 
for dinner. 

CoUxNTV Sciioor. Kkpouds AM) Hlanks. — A majority of 
the Superintendents participated in the general debate. 

On the first subdivision of this subject, ^^What items should 
be made a matter of record in a Connty Superintendent's 
office and what books are needed," Superintendent Ralph, of 
Putnam county, said that in his office he recorded every item 
of interest. He used five books; the most imj)ortant he called 
a minute book, in which he kept the name and date of ap- 
pointment of school supervisors and teachers, and amount of 
appropriation to each school. The next book he might call 
an exhibit book, in which he ke})t a record of warrants issued, 
which are scuttled once a month. The next book is a double- 
ruled ludger, in which he keeps a record of teachers, their sal- 
ary, etc , also all money spent for repair of buildings, etc. He 
could, in live minutes, by referring to these books, tell just 
how much money had been received, and for what it had been 
expended, and anv otlier information connected with the office. 

It was generally agreed that the Teacher's Monthly Report 
is the original and most important in the whole line of reports, 
and that neither irrccr'^l''iJ*ities nor omissions should be toler- 
ated, but sent back to the teacher at once for correction. Su- 
perintendent Kemj), of Key VVest, said the proper time to scru- 
tinize a report is as soon as you receive it and before the 
teacher is paid. 
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K<) (^'IIANCiE IN XrMBKK OF MKMKEK8 OP SCHOOL BOARDS. 

The question having arisen during the discussions, the con- 
vention decided bv a unanimous vote that there should be no 
change in the number of members of the School Board and 
that the County Superintendent should not be allowed a vote. 
On motiofi of Mr. Phillips, Mr. Sheats was requested to post- 
pone liis remarks on reports until the morning session. 

WEDNESDAY KVENIxVG. 

In the absence of Prof. A. F. Lewis, of Tallahassee, Prof, 
(xeorge P. Glenn, of Jacksonville, delivered a very interesting 
address on school work, which was listened to with close at- 
tention by the members, and a goodly number of ladies and 
gentlemen. Mr. Glenn took the ground that the school room 
was the only place to make and educate successful teachers. 
It was a rare thing to find a graduate of a normal school in 
the school room. He exi)lained the difference between the 
science and the art of teaching. Science is knowledge, art 
is how to apply that knowledge in the school room, and is 
the more important of the two. 

At these night meetings excellent music was furnished by 
the pupils of the Live Oak High School, which was high y ;ip- 
preciated by the audience. 

THURSDAY MOKNlNi;. 

Prayer was offered by Superintendent Young, of Citrus 
county, after which — 

* 'Mr. Shears proceeded to deliver the add'ess postponed from last 
night. He impressed upon the Sup-rintendenis the importaace of 
laaking reports full and accurate and all footmgs correcily. He 
appealed for uniformity in reports. The law considers twenty days a 
school month, yet some report eighteen days, some nineteen, and so 
on. He wanted them to report the number of days paid for and not 
the number of days taught. The main idea he wished to impress 
was that they should be prompt to give him the data required as 
accurately as possible, in order that he m'ght make up his owu re- 
ports. Mr. Sheats wenc to the blackboard and explained how to 
calculate the average salaries paid, and asked that all should use- 
the same method. Many questions were asked Mr. Sheats, all of 
which he answered promptly and satisfactorily, making a friend of 
every County Superintendent present. He criticised m a friendly 
manner the reports of the Superintendents, showing their errors and 
omissions, which was productive of much goud. 

•'At the conclusion of his remarks the regular order of the day 
was taken up." — Times-Union. 

COMPULSORY EDUCATION. 

After much discussion pro and con on the several sub- 
divisions of this topic the Convention decided by a vot • of 17 
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to l.** (o ask tlie LegiNlature to pans a coinpuUory education 
law, with proper limitations. 

RKPOUT OF (MJMMITI'KK OX K.VISINi; SriI(>(»I. UKVKNirK. 

The Committer on School Revenue and IMans for Securing 
an Early Collection of Taxes made majority and minority re- 
ports, both of which failed of adoption. 

The committee consisted of N. B. C^)ok, X. W. E[)pes and 
John 11. Sams. Mr. Eppes** minority report asked a change in 
the Constit!ition Hxinix a 3 mill instead of a I mill State levy. 

The majority report proposed by Superintendent Cook 
presents the scheme of offerinir a discount of '1 per cent for ;.ll 
taxes paid in November; 1' per cent, for all taxes paid 
in December; the regular tax for all payments in January; 
^ per cent, added for all taxes paid in February; I per cent, 
for all taxes paid in March, and the closing of the books thi^ 
first of April. 

SUB-OISTItlOT AND LOiJAK TAXATION. 

"At the afternoon session the subject 'Sub District and Lo- 
cal Taxation,' was taken up and discussed briefly. 

Supt. Schell thought that they had proven a success and 
should be continued. Supt. Carn, of Marion county, could 
not say much from experience, as to whether they were oper- 
ative in rural districts, as he had only one distiict school in 
his county, and that was in Ocala, but from inquiries he had 
made, he was prepared to say they were. 

Supt. Giddens thought that there should be some changes 
in the law to prevent infringement upon the rights of other 
schools. Supt. Thrasher found no objection to a district tax 
in his county (Pasco), only indifference, and the location of 
district linos, and the failure of trustees to report what dispo- 
sition had been made of the funds collected. 

Supt. C. S. Young spoke upon the subject of the duties of 
trustees in districts. lie thought the most important was to 
iirouse interest in school matters, collect money and repair and 
ini])rove buildings, and to look after the equipment of the 
schools in the way of maps, globes, library, etc. He could 
only speak of his own county. There, the trustees, with the 
advise of the Su{)erintendent, fixed the salaries of teachers 
and determined the length of the term, })ut th^y act inde- 
{)endently. 

Supt. Parkinson said he knew nothing from personal exper- 
ience on the subject, but he felt a j^reat interest in the mat- 
ter, as he expected t<> establish several sub-districts in his 
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county. The only objection he had heard was in the country 
districts. He thought that the County Superintendents should 
have some control of the district school. 

Supt. Sheats said that this was one of his pet schemes, in 
which he confessed he had been somewhat disappointed. He 
had looked after the interest of the schools in the Constitu- 
tional Convention and had gained the name of "school crank" 
by his advocacy of these measures, which had been adopted 
largely through his instrumentality. He thought the power 
of the trustees should be the same as the supervisors, and 
should be under the supervision of the County Superintend- 
ents and Boards. He hoped to get the law so changed as to 
remove all friction, and enable these districts to hold an eight 
months' term. 

Supt. Ralph, of Putnam, said that in his county the dis- 
trict schools were under his suj)ervision and were giving gen- 
eral satisfaction. Supt. Glenn, of Jacksonville, made an 
earnest plea for the sub-district law; it was the only salvation 
for the schools of Jacksonville; it was the only way that her 
schools could be built up, buildings improved and term 
lengthened. He did not want the law repealed; it was good 
enough as it was, but could be improved by a few modifica- 
tions. 

Supt. Kussell, of Hernando, told how they did in his county, 
which h s a large number of sub-districts, which give general 
satisfaction, except to a few tax-payers, who have no children 
to educate. 

Supt. Hollingsworth, of Polk, said that the district schools 
in his county were very satisfactory, except that the Tax Col- 
lector had trouble in collecting the sub-district tax from rail- 
roads and non-residents. 

Supt. Bostick, of Lee, said that there was only one district 
school in his county, and he had no control over it; he wanted 
some information in regard to his duty in regard to it. 

Supt. Philips, of Levy, said that the district school at 15ron- 
son was in a very satisfactory condition, and was under his 
supervision. He thought the trustees should be utilized. 

Supt. Glenn moved that it was the sense of this meeting 
that we endorse the sub-district school law and ask for its per- 
fection by the Legislature, making the County Treasurers also 
treasurers of the district trustees, and that the relations of the 
trustees and County Boards be more clearly defined. This 
motion was unanimously adopted. 

COLONEL CATKK SPEAKS. 

Thursday night, according to the program. Col. K. P. Cater, 
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of (jainesville, acMressed the Superintendents in the dining 
room of the Kthel hotel, where the meeting was held on ac- 
count of the rain. 

Colonel Cater opened his remarks by giving a history of the 
school over which he presides, the East Florida Seminary. 
The academic huil<ling was built by the city of Gainesville at 
a cost of Jpl 5,(100. The State built the dormitory building at 
a cost of §12,000. The school is supported by the interest on 
State bonds, purchased by the proceeds of land donated to the 
school, amounting to $52,860. It has a military system, and stu- 
dents and faculty all live together as one family, which gives 
the scholars the beneHt of the best and most refined associa- 
tions. He regrette<l that one of our State educational papers 
had stated the eftect of military training was "brutalizing," 
and yet such a training had produced Lee, (irant, Jackson, 
Hancock, SchoHeld an<l many other c^entlemen who were an 
honor to their race. The female students w^ere given a train- 
ing in calisthenics and the Delsarte system, and all wore uni- 
forms, the entire outfit costing only $25. 

He then paid a compliment to the State educational system, 
whose i)rogresa had made it possible for his seminary to attain 
to the high position which it now holds. The statesmen and 
brainworkers of today are ])assing away — from whence are 
they to be replaced V From the ranks of our schools. We 
must strive not only to have them as good, but we must make 
them better. This is a progressive age, and our system of 
education must be broad and deep. He alluded, in eloquent 
terms, to the grand work which was being done by the educa- 
tors of Florida. His speech was much enjoyed by all who 
heard it. At its conclusion the regular program was taken 
up." — Times- Union. 

TEAfllEKS' KXAMINATIONS ASD CKRTIFICATES. 

^'Supt. Merritt tliought that lower grade and county certifi- 
cates should not be reissuable indefinitely; a teacher could not 
stand still, he must either go up or down. 

Supt. Hollingsworth thought that one year was long enough 
for the life of a Third Grade (Certificate, and two years for a 
Second Grade. 

Supt. Cook favored dispensing with special examinations. 

Supt. Glenn thought that under certain circumstances they 
were a good thing and very essential. 

Supt. Buchholz took the same view of the subject. 

Supt. McDaniel moved that no change be asked for in the law 
regulating certificates, but the motion was lost. Supt. Comp- 
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ton moved that the Legislature be asked to restore the primar^r 
certificate upon examination. Adopted unanimously. 

On motion of Mr. Eppes, the State Superintendent was in- 
structed to ask the Legislature to provide an advisory board 
to assist him in preparing examination questions. 

Siipt. Sheats stated that he could not be with them 
on P'riday, as he had just received a telegram stating that 
Principal Felkel, of the Deaf Mute Institute, was probably 
dying. He suggested that a chairman for future meetings be 
chosen. On motion of Superintendent Phillips, Superintend- 
ent Holloway was el.cted chairman, and at 11 o'clock the 
me( ting adjourned. 

Before adjourning Supt. Sheats thanked the superintend- 
ents for their attendance, and said he was much pleased with 
the success and work of the Convention. 

Supt. Buchholz returned the thanks of the Convention to 
Mr. Sheats for the able manner in which he had presided over 
their deliberations, and for the vast fund of information which 
he had imparted to them, and asked for its adoption by a rising 
vote, which was done unanimously." 

FKIDAY MOKNING. 

Fkiday's Session o^^ened with Supt. Holloway in the chair. 
Supt. Buchholz led in prayer. 

County High Schools with the various sub- divisions of 
the topic were discussed at length, most all of the Superin- 
tendents expressing their views. 

Supt. Kemp said he was heartily in favor of higher educa- 
tion, but the conditions of the several counties in the State 
were so different that it was impossible to pass a law making 
it mandatory upon every county to establisk a High School 
without working a great hardship upon some. It should be 
left to each county to decide for itself as to whether it should 
have a High School or not. 

Supt. Bostick said he would not say that these gentlemen 
were raised in a barn, but they certainly had more horse 
sense than any set pf men he ever saw. He was in favor of 
High Schools. 

Supt. Kemp moved that it was the sense of this convention 
that we favor High Schools, and that the State Board of Ed- 
ucation be requested to encourage the establishment of higher 
schools in those counties which desire them. This motion was 
adopted without further discussion. 

Eligibilty for School Officers withitssub-divisions was 
the next question in order. 

28 



Supt Conij)t<>n, the first sj»eaker. thought that every voter 
Mhoiild be eligible to run for the office and that every voter 
Hliould strive to make himself er)m|)etent to fill the ]>osition. 
A County Superintendent should be an educated man, and 
then Mliould apjdy himself to the Avork, and he would soon 
learn the needs of the position. The j)eople should be edu- 
cated uj) to the point of choosing the right man. 

8uj»t. Philips thought it would be imj)Ossible to make a law 
j^escribing restrictions uniform in its operations. In the first 
place, he was opposed to restrictions and thouglit that any 
one shouhl be eligible to office. 

Supt. lialph, of Putnam, said that under our republican 
form of government every man had a right to run, but the 
people had an equal right to defeat him, if he was not quali- 
fied, and elect a man who was. lie did not think it was 
possible to ]>ass a restrictive law uniform in its operation. 
He did not think that any educational qualification should he 
required in a supervisor. He should be selected for his exec- 
utive ability, for his good business (jualities and common 
horse sense. 

Suj)t. Sams said no man should be chosen for supervisor 
who was not qualified to perform the duties of the office. It 
was the general sense of the body, without a vote, that there 
should be no restraints by law upon the choice of the people, 
nor any ])rescribed qualifications for the office of County 
Superintendent, as no requirements for eligibility are pre- 
scribed for other offices within the gift of the people. The 
people of a county will best remove any evil, and are to be 
trusted. 

MISCELLANEOUS QUESTIONS. 

On the question, "What Points Should Be Considered io 
Fixing Teachers' Salaries," Supt. Cook said, the principal fac- 
tor was the number of scholars taught, but teachers in small 
schools should be ])aid a little more in proportion than those 
in large schools. His minimum salary was $30, and w^hen a 
teacher in a small school taught a large number of grades, he 
should be paid more than a teacher in a large school who 
taught only a few grades. 

On the question, "What Should Be Done with Less Than 
Ten l^upils Tt)o Remote to Attend an Established School,'* 
the consensus of opinion was to give them a school. 

On the question, "Is Legislation Needed, and What to 
Secure Better School Buildings and Furniture," Supt. Comp- 
tou said he did not know what legislation was needed, but 
he did know that better school-houses and better furniture 



\ 

were needed. To make a scliool the nicsc effective it sliould 
have a good, comfortable house, well lighted, ventilated and 
heated, and furnished with comfortable seats and desks. 
Our cliildren should be as well provided for as we ourselves 
are. We must not expect the patrons of a school to furnish 
these things; that time is passed, and they must be provided 
at public expense; it is the best way, it is the cheapest way, 
and it is the oidy way, and should be done at once. 

Every county board should set aside a certain sum every 
year for this purp<)se until enough was secured. The sub- 
district tax of ^> mills solved the problem in many 
cases, and should be used as far as practicable to that end. 

Supt. Buchholz said he indorsed everything Mr. Corapton 
said, and said further, that in regard to the comfort of children, 
a subject to whi(;h too little attention was paid, he would say 
that he had a form of desk designed by eminent physicians 
and teachers in (xermanv, which was the most comfortable 
and cheapest that could be had, and recommended them to 
all ot the SuperintendcTits in the 8*;ate. 

. It was tijenerallv agreed that bettor buildino^s are neede<l 
and that thcv must be built by taxation. 

K K CO M .\r K N I ) A T I ON S . 

Ttie Legislature was memorialized to take suitable action 
upon the following subjects: 

1. To remove from the statute books that law which dis- 
criminates against members of Boards of Public Instruction 
by paying them the same mileage as is paid to members of 
Boards of County Commissioners. 

2. To give express power to School Boards to borrow 
money. 

3. To authorize the State Superintendent to apportion 
State school funds on the basis of an average attendance for 
the first four months of the schools. 

4. To make sufficient appropriation to enable the State 
Superintendent to employ competent help, so that more of 
his time, now necessarily given to clerical work, may be spent 
in visiting the various counties of the State. 

5. To pay the State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
a salary commensurate with his work and in keeping with 
that paid by other States. 

The following was unanimously adopted: 

'^Jiesolved^ That money expended for Teachers' Summer 
Training Schools is wisely invested, and that the Legislature 
be requested to make sufficient appropriation to defray the 
expenses of the same." 
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•Supt. Compton then introduced a resolation thanking the 
railroads, the newspapers, the owners of the hall in which 
the meeting was held, and the children of the Live Oak 
school for the excellent music furnished. This was adopted 
hy a rising vote. 

On motion of Supt. Compton the convention, at 11:25 a. ra., 
sdjourned with prayer, led by Supt. Bostick. 

S. FniLiPS, Secretarv. 

' me 

NoTK — In the preparation of this report the minutes of the 
Secretary and the report of the Times-Union reporter, both secre- 
-taries, were UHed. While much of the discussions hnd to be ex- 
punged for the sake of brevity, their language was quoted copiously. 

SUMMARY OK RECOMMENDATIONS. 

I make the general recommendation, that the school law be 
recast, leaving out much that is vague and superfluous, and 
re-enacted as a whole. The general outline is admirable, but 
[ venture the opinion, that there is not a lawyer in the State 
but would say there is much in the school laws that is obscure 
and meaningless. The powers and duties of officers are not 
always clearly defined, besides much calculated to produce 
K'/onfusion and variance in administration. 

If it be not desirable to do so much, educational interests 
will continue to progress favorably with the following slight 
•changes: 

1 . Unfetter progress, by providing for the abolition of the 
maximum county levy for schools, thereby permitting a longer 
•school term in a county desiring it. See paffe2S and Appen- 

2. Provide for the adoption of a State Course of Study. 
-/^ee page 03 and Append-i;i\ 

8. Make appropriation for Teachers' Summer Training 
iSchools, thereby insuring aid from the Peabody Fund. See 
page 64 and Appendix, 

4. Amend sub-district law. See page 63 a^id Appendix, 
f). Ke-onact the anti-mixed school law. See page 52. 

6. Enlarge the discretion of the State Board of Education 
in the investment of Permanent School Fund. See page 53. 

7. Establish a Reformatory School, thereby completing the 
State's system of schools. See page 63. 

8. Place the duty of taking school census upon County 
Superintendents. See page 21. 

10. Provide for a commission to assist in the preparation of 
uniform examination questions. See page 26 and Appendix. 

11. Make the term of Third Grade Teachers' Certificates 
arood for only one year, and re-issuable to the same person not 



389 

exceeding three times; Second Grade Certificates good for two 
years and re-issuable to the same person three times. jSee 
page 25 and Appendix, 

12. Re-establish Primary Life Certificates, issuable only 
upon examination on primary work and methods. See page 
24 and Appendix, 

13. Provide for competent assistance in the State Superin- 
tendent's office. There is not an office about the Capitol which 
demands more competent clerks, which cannot be had with 
the present allowance. The clerkship has been {tendered to 
several good schoolmen suited for the place, but not one would 
accept it with the salary allowed. S^'.e Jlecominendatlons of 
County /Super inte?idents. 

Proper help provided, the Stale Superintendent could be 
more than a mere clerk, which he must be with the present 
provision for assistance. It has been suggested that the pres- 
ent head of the Educational Department may undertake the 
discharge of unnecessary duties. In reply, that officer is will- 
ing to leave the matter to a jur}' of State Superintendents 
with the Commissioner of Education of the United States as 
foreman, and for every useless thing done, or attempted, he 
will agree to name ten important duties of that officer left un- 
done because it is impossible with the a^^sistance allowed to 
discharge all duties legitimately belonging to the office. Me 
recommendatuniit of Oounty Sftperrntendentfi in the Appendh'. 
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